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257th BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 noon, Friday, June 19, 2015 

Evergreen Conference Center 
Stone Mountain, GA 

 
Dress:  Business Casual 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 

1. ADMINISTRATION 
 

a.  Call to Order .......................................................Patrise Perkins-Hooker ....... 1-16 
 President, 2014-2015 

 
b.  Invocation 

 
c.  Recognition of Past Presidents, Judges ...............Patrise Perkins-Hooker 
         and Special Guests 

 
d.  Recognition of Retiring Executive Committee ....Patrise Perkins-Hooker .......... 17 
      Members and Board of Governors Members 

 
e.  Roll Call (by signature) ........................................Pat O’Connor .................... 18-24 
 Secretary, 2014-2015 

 
f.  Future Meetings Schedule ..................................Bob Kauffman ................... 25-26 

 President Elect, 2014-2015 
 
 
2. CONSENT AGENDA  

(Unanimous consent items.  Any item may be moved from consent agenda  
        to action items agenda upon request of any member of the Board of Governors.) 
 

a.  Minutes of the 256th Board of Governors ...........Pat O’Connor .................... 27-36 
     Meeting on April 18, 2015 

 
 



 
3. SPECIAL REPORTS 

 
a. Supreme Court of Georgia ................................The Honorable Hugh Thompson 

 Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia 
 

b. Court of Appeals of Georgia ..............................The Honorable Herbert Phipps 
 Chief Judge, Court of Appeals of Georgia 

 
c. Georgia General Assembly 

 
(1) Senate Judiciary Committee ....................Josh McKoon, Chairman 
 
(2) Senate Judiciary Non-Civil Committee .....Jesse Stone, Chairman 

 
(3) Senate Special Judiciary Committee.........Curt Thompson, Chairman 

 
(4) House Judiciary Committee .....................Wendell Willard, Chairman 

 
(5) House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee ......Rich Golick, Chairman 

 
(6) House Juvenile Justice Committee ...........Tom Weldon, Chairman 

 
 

d. Federal Judiciary ...............................................The Honorable Lisa Godbey Wood 
 Chief Judge, U.S. District Court for 
 Southern District of Georgia 

 
 The Honorable Thomas W. Thrash 
 Chief Judge, U.S. District Court for 
 Northern District of Georgia 

 
 

e. Attorney General ..............................................Samuel S. Olens ................ 37-39 
 
 
4. ACTION  

 
a.  Law School Incubator Program ...........................Patrise Perkins-Hooker .... info  in 

                                             separate  
                                                    handout 

 



 
5.   AWARDS and PRESENTATIONS 

 
a.  Resolutions .........................................................Patrise Perkins-Hooker ..... 40-42 

1. Sutherland (assistance with fee arbitration program) 
2. Jeffery R. Banish and Susan P. Logan (assistance with pension plan committee) 

 
b.  Presentation of Employee of the Year Award ....Patrise Perkins-Hooker 

 
c.  Presidential Recognitions ...................................Patrise Perkins-Hooker 

 
d.  The remaining awards and recipients are listed in a separate brochure. 

 
 
6.   INFORMATIONAL REPORTS 
 

a.  Memorials ..........................................................Patrise Perkins-Hooker 
 
b.  Georgia Legal Services Program .........................Phyllis Holmen .................. 43-48 
 
c.  Young Lawyers Division ......................................Sharri Edenfield ................ 49-69 

 YLD President 
 

d.  Investigative Panel .............................................Laverne Gaskins, Chair ....... 70-73 
 
e.  Review Panel ......................................................Tony Askew, Chair .............. 74-76 
 
f.  Formal Advisory Opinion Board ..........................C. Brad Marsh, Chair 
 
g.  Clients’ Security Fund .........................................Bill NeSmith 

 
 
7.   PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
 

a.  State Bar of Georgia President’s Address ..........Patrise Perkins Hooker ...... 77-88 
 (Introduction by Buck Ruffin) 

 
 
8.   ADJOURNMENT – The Board of Governors will meet again at 9:00 a.m., Saturday, June 20th 



 
258th BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 

9:00 a.m.–12:00 noon, Saturday, June 20, 2015 
Evergreen Conference Center 

Stone Mountain, GA 
 

Dress:  Business Casual 
 

AGENDA 
 

Topic        Presenter         Page 
 

1. ADMINISTRATION 
 

a.  Call to Order .......................................................Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker 
 President, 2014-2015 
 

b.  Presiding ............................................................Bob Kauffman 
 President, 2015-2016 

 
c.  Invocation 

 
d.  Recognition of Past Presidents, Judges ..............Bob Kauffman 
          and Special Guests 
 
e.  Welcome to New Officers & Board Members ....Bob Kauffman ........................ 17 
 
      New Officers 
         Bob Kauffman, President                             
         Rita Sheffey, President Elect 
         Pat O’Connor, Treasurer 
         Buck Rogers, Secretary 
         Patrise Perkins-Hooker, Immediate Past President 
         Jack Long, YLD President Elect 
         Jennifer Campbell Mock, YLD President Elect 
         Sharri Edenfield, YLD Immediate Past President 
 
      New Board Members 
         William G. Pope, Alcovy Circuit, Post 1                Gary S. Freed, Stone Mountain Circuit, Post 4 
         Kent Edward Altom, Atlanta Circuit, Post 2        Dax E. Lopez, Stone Mountain Circuit, Post 10 
         R. Gary Spencer, Atlanta Circuit, Post 13            Aimee P. Sanders, Member-at-Large, Post 1 
         Joseph Carl Sumner, Jr., Dublin Circuit                Shondeana G. Morris, Member-at-Large, Post 2 
         John Bell Manly, Eastern Circuit, Post 4               



 
f.  Roll Call (by signature) ........................................Buck Rogers ...................... 18-24 

 Secretary, 2015-2016 
 

g.  Future Meetings Schedule ..................................Bob Kauffman ................... 25-26 
 
 

2.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT .......................................Bob Kauffman 
 

a. Approval of the Members of the State Disciplinary Boards (action) 
• Investigative Panel 
• Review Panel 
• Formal Advisory Opinion Board 

 
b.  Approval of 2015-2016 Committees (action) 

• Standing Committees 
• Special Committees 
• Program Committees and Boards 

 
c.  President’s Remarks:  Proposed Program of Activities 

           for 2015-2016 
 
 
3.   ACTION 
 

a.  Treasurer’s Report (information) ..........................Pat O’Connor .................... 89-93 
 Treasurer, 2015-2016 
 
b.  2015 – 2016 State Bar Budgets (action) ...............Pat O’Connor .................. 94-118 
     (Operating Budget and Bar Center Budget) Bob Kauffman 

 
c.  Financial Resolutions ..........................................Pat O’Connor ....................... 119 

 
• Authorization for president to secure blanket  

                 position bonds for officers and staff 
 

• Designation of depositories for general operations  
of the State Bar of Georgia 

 
• Employment of independent auditing firm to  

audit the financial records of the State Bar  
for the fiscal year 2014-2015. 

 



 
d.  Executive Director Election ................................Bob Kauffman 

 
e.  Executive Committee Election ............................Bob Kauffman 
          Two-Year Term 2015-2017 (group election) 
          (1)  Expired term of Elizabeth Fite 
          (2)  Expired term of David Lipscomb 
          (3)  Expired term of Buck Rogers 

 
f.  Georgia Legal Services Appointments 
          Albert Reichert, Jr., Macon (reappointment for 2 year term) 
          Stanley Jones, Atlanta (reappointment for 2 year term) 
          Darrell Sutton, Marietta (appointment for 2 year term) 

 
g.  Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism Appointments  
          Gerald M. Edenfield (appointment for 3 year term) 

 
h.  Election Schedule 2015-2016 .......................................................................... 120 
 
i.  Elections Committee Rules Changes ....................Bill NeSmith .................. 121-123 
 

• Rule 1-205.  Bar of Judicial Circuit 
• Rule 1-304.  Election of Members of Board of Governors 

 
j.  Lawyer Assistance Program Rules Changes .........Bill NeSmith .................. 124-125 
 

• Rule 7-303.  Confidentiality 
• Rule 7-305.  Emergency Suspension 

 
k.  Admission of Attorneys who are ........................Bill NeSmith .................. 126-128 
     Military Spouses 

 
 
4.   INFORMATIONAL REPORTS 

 
a.  Young Lawyers Division ......................................Jack Long 
 YLD President, 2015-16 

 
b.  2015-16 Legislation Update ...............................Marc Howard 
 ACL Chair, 2015-16 
 Thomas Worthy 

 
c.  Lawyer Assistance Program’s Peer Program .......Lynn Garson .................. 129-130 



 
d.  Georgia Bar Foundation .....................................Len Horton 

 
e.  Activities in the Circuits ......................................Sherry Boston 
 Stone Mountain Circuit 
 
 
 

5.   WRITTEN REPORTS 
 
a.  Executive Committee Minutes ................................................................. 131-139 
 
b.  Office of General Counsel ........................................................................ 140-143 
 
c.  Civil Legal Services Task Force .................................................................. 144-181 
 
d.  Consumer Assistance Program ................................................................. 182-183 

 
e.  Fee Arbitration ......................................................................................... 184-187 
 
f.  Law Related Education Program ............................................................... 188-189 
 
g  Law Practice Management ........................................................................ 190-195 
 
h.  Military Legal Assistance .......................................................................... 196-198 
 
i.  Committee to Promote Inclusion in the Profession ................................... 199-203 
 
j.  Committee on Professionalism ................................................................. 204-205 

 
k.  Transition into Law Practice Program ....................................................... 206-290 
 
l.  Unlicensed Practice of Law ........................................................................ 291-292 
 
m.  Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism ....................................... 293-301 
 
n.  Bar Exam Results ............................................................................................. 302 

 
o.  Communications Report .......................................................................... 303-311 

 
 



 
p.  Sections’ Annual Reports ......................................................................... 312-363 
 

• Appellate Practice Section 
• Aviation Section 
• Bankruptcy Section 
• Business Section 
• Child Protection and Advocacy Section 
• Corporate Counsel Section 
• Eminent Domain Section 
• Family Law Section 
• Franchise & Distribution Law Section 
• Intellectual Property Law Section 
• Judicial Section 
• Nonprofit Law Section 
• Real Property Law Section 
• Technology Law Section 

 
 
6.   CLOSING 
 

a.  Old Business .......................................................Bob Kauffman 
 
b.  New Business .....................................................Bob Kauffman 
 
c.  Executive Session ...............................................Bob Kauffman 

 
d.  Remarks / Q&A / Comments / Suggestions 
 
e.  Adjournment 
 
f.  Pictures (Very Important) 
     Immediately following the meeting, photos will be made of: 

(1) all new Board of Governors members* 
(2) all returning Board of Governors members who want their photos updated* 
(3) 2015-2016 Officers and Executive Committee 

 
*These photos will be used for the supplemental directory. If you have a headshot that you would 
like to provide instead, please email it to sarahc@gabar.org. 



1

ANNUAL MEETING
2015 STATE BAR OF GEORGIA

Early Bird Cut-off Date: May 15 
Hotel Cut-off Date: May 15 
Final Cut-off Date: June 5JUNE 18 - 21 

Atlanta Evergreen Marriott • Stone Mountain, GA 



2

2   |   State Bar of Georgia

MESSAGE
PRESIDENT’S 

Dear Members and Guests of the State Bar of Georgia, 

It is my pleasure to extend an invitation to you, on behalf of the 
47,000 members of the State Bar, its Board of Governors and 
Executive Committee, to attend the 2015 Annual Meeting of the 
State Bar of Georgia. 

This year I am proud to announce that the meeting is being held at the 
Atlanta Evergreen Marriott Conference Resort in Stone Mountain, 
Georgia, from June 18 through June 21. 

The event highlights include the Opening Night Festival on Thursday 
evening, the Board of Governors’ meetings on Friday and Saturday 
morning and the Presidential Inaugural Gala on Saturday night. Other 
activities will feature the swearing-in of the newly elected State Bar 
president, Robert J. “Bob” Kauffman. I also want to encourage your 
full participation in the CLE programming, section events, committee 
meetings and alumni gatherings.

The beautiful Atlanta Evergreen Marriott Conference Resort is nestled 
in the center of Stone Mountain Park, a premier family destination that 
offers a host of attractions. The legendary Lasershow Spectacular in 
Mountainvision® is an awe-inspiring digital effects light show which has 
become an Atlanta tradition. You will be able to enjoy the view of the 
mountain and its carvings during our Opening Night Festival.

It’s the perfect setting for you and your family to engage in a wide range 
of premium park activities at a special State Bar rate. More information 
can be found on page 12 of this brochure. 

I hope you will take this opportunity to spend time with your family, 
colleagues and friends. Come enjoy a fun-filled, relaxing and well-
deserved vacation closer to home.

Please join us for a casual networking event and mingle with the 
members of the State Bar of Georgia, guests, friends and family. I look 
forward to seeing each of you there!

See you at Stone Mountain!

Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, President



3

2015 Annual Meeting     |    3  

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURAL GALA
OPENING NIGHT FESTIVAL &

Opening Night Festival
Thursday, June 18 | 8 – 11 p.m. 

Join fellow Bar members, their families and guests for a 
fun-filled evening of food, drink, music and entertainment. 
Put on your favorite casual attire and head for Memorial 
Hall at the top of the great lawn to enjoy the Lasershow 
Spectacular in Mountainvision®, an Atlanta summer 
tradition that you don’t want to miss. 

While waiting for the Lasershow to begin, Bar members 
and their guests will be able to participate in a variety of 
activities geared for the young and young at heart in the 
shadow of the granite rock.

Many thanks to the State Bar’s sections and others whose 
continuous support ensures the success of the Opening 
Night festivities! (See list of sections on back cover.)

Presidential Inaugural Gala
Saturday, June 20 | 6:30 – 11 p.m. 

The evening will begin with an elegant reception honoring 
the Supreme Court of Georgia Justices and the Court of 
Appeals of Georgia Judges, followed by the Awards and 
Inauguration Ceremony where Robert J. “Bob” Kauffman will 
be sworn in as the 2015-16 State Bar president. Following 
the inauguration and the awarding of the Distinguished 
Service and Employee of the Year awards, dinner will be 
served buffet style, allowing you to move amongst the three 
themed rooms of dancing and entertainment.

	 Martini	Bar
 Choose from a wide selection of specialty martinis and 

mingle with friends and colleagues while enjoying this 
laid-back lounge atmosphere.

 Scotch Bar
 Enjoy the evening while sampling a wide array of fine 

scotches.

	 Dance	Club
 Come on in and experience Satin Finish, a dynamic and 

highly versatile party band that electrifies guests with 
an incredible high energy performance that keeps the 
party going.

Satin Finish

Lasershow Spectacular in Mountainvision®
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THURSDAY, JUNE 18

8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Registration 

8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Exhibitor and Silent Auction Set-up

9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
CLE — Pro Bono Showcase: 
Eureka Moments — Pro Bono Attorneys Tell All

9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
CLE — Trial Techniques and Tips

9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Investigative Panel

10 – 11 a.m. 
Budget Hearing

12 – 2 p.m. 
Forensics Update: Criminal Law Section Lunch

1 – 2 p.m.
Bench and Bar Committee

1 – 5 p.m.
CLE — YLD Next Step Institute, Part II

1 – 5 p.m.
Disciplinary Rules and Procedures Committee

2 – 5 p.m.
Board of Bar Examiners

2 – 5 p.m.
CLE — Tools for Effectively Navigating the “New Normal”  

2 – 5 p.m.
CLE — War Stories XV, Plus Georgia Evidence Update

2 – 7 p.m. 
Legal Exposition and Silent Auction Open

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Child Protection & Advocacy Section/ 
Georgia Association of Counsel for Children Reception

8 – 11 p.m.
Opening Night Festival

EVENTS
SCHEDULE	OF

FRIDAY, JUNE 19

6 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Registration

7 – 8 a.m. 
YLD/Pro Bono 5K Fun Run or 11K Bike Ride

7 – 9 a.m.
Tradition of Excellence Breakfast: 
General Practice & Trial Law Section

7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Legal Exposition and Silent Auction Open

9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Plenary Session: Awards Presentation, Annual Members 
Meeting and 2014-15 Board of Governors Meeting

12 – 1:30 p.m.
ICLE Board of Trustees Meeting

12 – 2 p.m.
Judicial Section Lunch — Speaker: Mark Winnie 

12 – 2 p.m. 
YLD Leadership Academy Lunch

12 – 3 p.m. 
ICJE Annual Board Meeting

1 – 4 p.m.
Review Panel

2 – 4 p.m.
CLE — Ethics, Malpractice and Professionalism

2 – 4 p.m.
YLD Pool Party and Meet the Candidates Reception

2 – 5 p.m.
CLE — 50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 

3 – 4 p.m.
Law Practice Management Committee

4 – 6 p.m.
Member Benefits Committee 

5 – 7 p.m.
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Alumni Reception



5

2015 Annual Meeting     |    5  

EVENTS
SCHEDULE	OF

5 – 7 p.m.
Emory University School of Law Alumni Reception 

5 – 7 p.m.
Georgia State University Law Alumni Reception 

5 – 7 p.m.
Tradition of Excellence Reception:
General Practice & Trial Law Section

5 – 7 p.m.
Reception honoring incoming President Robert J. “Bob” 
Kauffman (Sponsored by Mercer University School of Law 
and Hartley, Rowe & Fowler, P.C.)

5:30 – 7 p.m.
UGA School of Law Alumni Association Reception

6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
YLD Past Presidents’ Reception

7:30 – 9:30 p.m.
YLD Dinner and Swearing-In Ceremony 

SATURDAY, JUNE 20

7 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Registration

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
New Board Members Breakfast with the President

7:30 – 11 a.m. 
Silent Auction Open

8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Legal Exposition Open 

9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
2015-16 Board of Governors Meeting 

12 – 1 p.m.
Pro Bono Bloody Mary Reception and Silent Auction 
Announcements

6:30 – 11 p.m. 
Reception honoring the Supreme Court Justices and Court 
of Appeals Judges; Presidential Gala: Installation of Robert 
J. “Bob” Kauffman; Entertainment: Satin Finish Band

2015 Annual Meeting  |  5
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EDUCATION
CONTINUING	LEGAL

PRO BONO SHOWCASE:
Eureka Moments — 
Pro Bono Attorneys Tell All 
Thursday, June 18 | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Moderators
Avarita	L.	Hanson, Executive Director, Chief Justice’s 
Commission on Professionalism, Atlanta; Michael	L.	Monahan, 
Director, Pro Bono Project, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

Seminar	Description
Do you want to do something that changes a life? Are you 
making the difference in the community and society you 
thought you would when you went to law school? Is your 
practice growing? Is it stale and ready for some excitement? 
In this “TED Talk” type program, attorneys tell their short, 
powerful and inspirational stories of how they got more 
out of their pro bono work than they anticipated. A diverse 
array of attorneys from all over Georgia relate their eureka 
moments of representing clients in many kinds of civil, 
business, family and criminal matters. Ask judges how they 
support pro bono work. Ask organizations about choosing 
cases, time commitment, subject matter and training. Then 
take a moment over the Annual Meeting weekend to visit 
the pro bono booth and tell your story about the pro bono 
work you do or want to do.

Topics
Pro Bono Lawyer Stories and Judicial Support Updates
	 Hon.	Hugh	P.	Thompson, Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

of Georgia, Atlanta; Hon.	Marc	Eric	D’Antonio, Judge, 
Muscogee County Probate Court, Columbus; Hon.	Denise	
Marshall, Judge, Dougherty County Superior Court, 
Albany; Gail	L.	Scotton	Baylor, Attorney, Stone Mountain; 
Lawrence	J.	Bracken	II, Hunton & Williams LLP, Atlanta; 
Mawuli	M.	Malcolm	Davis, The Davis Bozeman Law 
Firm PC, Decatur; Damon	E.	Elmore, Nowell Sparks, 
LLC, Atlanta; Jay	C.	Fox, Attorney, Alpharetta; Phillip	
Holladay, King & Spalding LLP, Atlanta; Cary	S.	King, 
Jacobs & King LLC, Atlanta; Laverne	Lewis	Gaskins, 
Office of Legal Affairs, Valdosta State University, Valdosta; 
Shalamar	J.	Parham, Parham Law Firm LLC, Atlanta

Nuts & Bolts: Questions and Answers with Pro Bono Experts

	 Douglas	Ammar, Executive Director, Georgia Justice 
Project, Atlanta; Jana	Edmondson-Cooper, Language 
Access for Limited English Proficient Litigants, Georgia 
Legal Services Program, Macon; Martin	L.	Ellin, Executive 
Director, Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation, Atlanta; 
Michael	L.	Monahan;	Tremaine	Teddy	Reese, Director, 
Community Operations and Affairs, Georgia Appleseed, 
Columbus

Credit
3 CLE hours, including 1 professionalism* 
(*Professionalism credit is self-reporting, using the optional 
self-report form.)

Co-Sponsor
Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism

Trial Techniques and Tips
Thursday, June 18 | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Program	Chair	
D.	Victor	Reynolds, District Attorney, Cobb Judicial Circuit, 
Marietta 

Seminar	Description
The Criminal Law Seminar will be divided into three 
sections, each running 60 minutes. The initial segment will 
be on opening statements with an emphasis on what is the 
appropriate content for openings, as well as some of the 
legal and practical limitations. The second segment will 
focus on closing arguments. This section will focus on the 
use of charts and diagrams, the judge’s ability to control the 
argument and what to do when opposing counsel’s conduct 
needs correcting. The final segment will be on evidentiary 
issues in criminal cases in the two years since the evidence 
code changed.

Speakers
TBD

Credit	 	
3 CLE hours, including 3 trial practice
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YLD Next Step Institute, Part II
Thursday, June 18 | 1 – 5 p.m. 

Presiding	
Sharri	Edenfield, YLD President, Edenfield, Cox, Bruce & 
Classens, P.C., Statesboro

Seminar	Description
By popular demand, the YLD will host a second installment 
of “The Next Step Institute,” with all new programming, 
featuring advanced  professional development topics for 
young lawyers related to law practice management and 
leadership development.

Topics	
Challenges and Opportunities for Working as (and Dealing with) 
In-house Counsel 

	 Kristie	Piasta, Moderator, Associate General Counsel, 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta; Maura	Copeland, 
Associate Vice President for Legal Affairs, Georgia Southern 
University; other panelists TBD

Long Range Planning for Your Law Practice

	 Darrell	Sutton, YLD Immediate Past President, Sutton 
Law Group, Marietta; other panelists TBD

A Young Lawyer’s Toolkit for a Successful Law Practice

 Panelists TBD

Credit	
4 CLE hours, including 1 professionalism*  
(*Professionalism credit is self-reporting, using the optional 
self-report form.)

Tools for Effectively Navigating 
the “New Normal”
Thursday, June 18 | 2 – 5 p.m. 

Presiding
Natalie	R.	Kelly, Director, Law Practice Management Program, 
State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

Seminar	Description
The “New Normal” is a buzzword in the legal profession, 
which describes the current state of law firms operating 
in today’s post-economic depressive state with advanced 
technology and workplace and job situation challenges. 
Learning to focus on the practice of law in a different way 
is required to thrive. Cool technology, low-cost services, 
the right answers for tricky ethics questions—you will learn 
these and more during this three-hour program focused 
on developing your individual professional practice skills. 
Get guidance and take home techniques to help you master 
operations and work through everyday tasks and concerns 
as a practicing lawyer in the legal “New Normal.” Gain 
knowledge of the State Bar’s services and programs to help 
you in your practice setting no matter what it is.

Topics	and	Speakers
Legal Research and Other Key Member Benefits of the State Bar

	 Sheila	Baldwin, Member Benefits Coordinator, Law 
Practice Management Program, State Bar of Georgia, 
Atlanta

Ethics and Technology in the New Normal Practice

	 William	J.	Cobb, Assistant General Counsel, Office of the 
General Counsel, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

 60 Sites, Tips and Tools in 60 Minutes

	 Sheila	Baldwin,	William	J.	Cobb

Credit	
3 CLE hours, including 1 ethics

Co-Sponsor
Law Practice Management Program, State Bar of Georgia

EDUCATION
CONTINUING	LEGAL
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War Stories XV, Plus 
Georgia Evidence Update
Thursday, June 18 | 2 – 5 p.m.

Program	Co-Chairs
Hon.	Robert	W.	Chasteen	Jr., Judge, Superior Court, 
Cordele Judicial Circuit, Fitzgerald, Co-Chair, State Bar of 
Georgia Bench and Bar Committee;	David	B.	Bell, Law Office 
of David B. Bell, Augusta, Co-Chair, State Bar of Georgia 
Bench and Bar Committee

Topics	&	Speakers
Georgia Evidence Code

	 Julian	A.	Cook	III, J. Alton Hosch Professor of Law, 
University of Georgia School of Law, Athens

Moderators	
Hon.	Robert	W.	Chasteen	Jr.; David	B.	Bell

Panelists	
Hon.	Robert	M.	“Mack”	Crawford, Judge, Superior Court, 
Griffin Judicial Circuit, Thomaston; Hon.	Arch	W.	McGarity, 
Chief Judge, Superior Court, Flint Judicial Circuit, McDonough; 
Hon.	Mary	E.	Staley, Judge, Superior Court, Cobb Judicial 
Circuit, Marietta; John	Christopher	Clark, Clark & Smith Law 
Firm, P.C., Macon; Cale	H.	Conley, Conley, Griggs & Partin LLP, 
Atlanta; Rebecca	Franklin	Harris, Franklin Law LLC, Atlanta; 
Michael	B.	Terry, Bondurant, Mixson & Elmore, LLP, Atlanta

Credit	 	
3 CLE hours with 1 ethics, 1 professionalism* and 3 trial 
practice 
(*Professionalism credit is self-reporting, using the optional self-
report form.)

Co-Sponsor
Bench and Bar Committee, State Bar of Georgia

EDUCATION
CONTINUING	LEGAL

Ethics, Malpractice and Professionalism
Friday, June 19 | 2 – 4 p.m.

Presiding
J.	Randolph	Evans, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP, Atlanta; 
Co-author of “Georgia Legal Malpractice Law”

Topics	&	Speakers
Claims Avoidance: Preventing Claims When You Have 
Done Nothing Wrong

	 Shari	Klevens,	McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP,  Co-author 
of “Georgia Legal Malpractice Law”

Professionalism: Historical Principles in a 
21st Century Law Practice

	 J.	Randolph	Evans

Credit
2 CLE hours with 1 professionalism* and 1 ethics
(*Professionalism credit is self-reporting, using the optional self-
report form.)

50th Anniversary of the  
Voting Rights Act of 1965 
Friday, June 19 | 2 – 5 p.m. 

Program	Co-Chairs	
Bisa	F.	Ajanaku, Associate General Counsel, Grady Health 
System, Atlanta; Candis	R.	Jones, Gray, Rust, St. Amand, Moffett 
& Brieske, LLP, Atlanta; L’Erin	F.	Barnes, State Bar of Georgia 
Committee to Promote Inclusion in the Profession, Atlanta

Moderator
TBD

Seminar	Description
This seminar examines the history and legacy of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, 50 years after its enactment. The CLE 
will review the evolution of the enforcement of the Voting 
Rights Act over the past 50 years from a historical, legislative 
and political perspective and the impact of various rulings of 
the U.S. Supreme Court on the Act’s effectiveness.  
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The CLE will also discuss in a panel/town hall meeting format 
the future of the Voting Rights Act and its protections as well 
as its utility after Shelby County v. Holder.

Topics		
The Supreme Court and the Voting Rights Act: 
From Bolden to Shelby County

The Impact of Shelby County v. Holder

The States’ Response to Shelby County: 
Turning Back or Moving Forward?

Voting Rights Act: If Section 5 is Done, What About Section 2?

Voter ID: The New Poll Tax?

The Role of Attorneys in the Election Process: Quitman 10+2

2016 Presidential Election and Beyond: Legacy of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 (“Have We Overcome?”)

Panel	Discussion/Town	Hall	Meeting
Rev.	Francys	Johnson	Jr., State President, NAACP, The 
Johnson Firm, P.C., Statesboro; Adrienne	White, Chair, 
Georgia’s WIN List, Atlanta

Additional	Panelists	
TBD

Credit	
3 CLE hours

Co-Sponsors
Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys (GABWA), 
State Bar of Georgia Committee to Promote Inclusion in 
the Profession (PIP) and Gate City Bar Association.

EDUCATION
CONTINUING	LEGAL

EXHIBITORS*
All registration packets include an 
exhibitor card. Visit 75 percent of the 
exhibitors and get the card stamped for 
entry into a drawing.

ABA Retirement Funds Program

Affinity Insurance Agency, Inc.

Atlanta Custom Tailors

AXA Members Retirement Program

Bay Mediation & Arbitration 
Services, LLC

Cabin Bluff

Clio

Daily Report

Emory Law School Career Services

Fastcase/Law Practice Management, 
State Bar

GEICO

Georgia Trial Lawyers Association

High School Mock Trial/Sections, 
State Bar

LawPay

Lawyer Cover

Member Benefits

Navigant Consulting,Inc.

ProAssurance Lawyer Care

Pro Bono Project, State Bar

Ridgeview Institute

Silent Auction/Georgia Legal Services 
Program

Thomson Reuters

*Partial list of past exhibitors

2015 Annual Meeting  |  9
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EVENTS
SOCIAL

Silent Auction, Hosted by the Georgia 
Legal Services Program
Thursday, June 18 – Saturday, June 20 

Members are invited to a silent auction hosted by the 
Georgia Legal Services Program (GLSP), which will run 
for three days in the exhibit area. Don’t miss this great 
opportunity to bid on a variety of wonderful items for 
you and your family. Bid as early and as often as you can. 
Proceeds from the auction will support GLSP’s mission to 
provide civil legal services to persons with low incomes, 
creating equal access to justice and opportunities out of 
poverty in 154 of Georgia’s 159 counties outside metro-
Atlanta.  Bidding will close promptly at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 20! Winning bids will be announced on Saturday 
starting at 11:30 a.m. All sold items must be picked up at 
the auction table by 1 p.m.! Don’t miss out on this great 
opportunity to support GLSP. Thank you for your support!  

Opening Night Festival
Thursday, June 18 | 8 – 11 p.m.

Don’t miss this year’s Opening Night Festival featuring the 
Lasershow Spectacular in Mountainvision®. See page 3 for a 
description of the events.

YLD/Pro Bono 5K Fun Run 
or 11K Bike Ride
Friday, June 19 | 7 – 8 a.m.

Sponsored by Capitol Partners Public Affairs Group, 
Pro Bono Project and the Young Lawyers Division, this 
complimentary run or bike ride around Stone Mountain 
Park is guaranteed fun! There will be T-shirts for all 
finishers — don’t forget to sign up on the registration form 
and indicate if you are going to run or bike. 

Bike rentals are available through Aztec Cycles — www.
aztec-cycles.com or 678-636-9043. If you have further 
questions about the bike ride, you may contact Damon 
Elmore at 404-518-5759 or damonelmore@icloud.com.

Young Lawyers Division Dinner 
and Swearing-In Ceremony
Friday, June 19 | 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Please join the Young Lawyers Division for its annual dinner 
and swearing-in ceremony to be held in the Stone Mountain 
Ballroom. Following dinner, the YLD will present its 
outgoing officers and directors with gifts commemorating 
their service. The awards ceremony will also highlight 
the service of the YLD’s many outstanding members 
as President Sharri Edenfield presents the awards of 
achievement, the Ethics and Professionalism Award, the 
Distinguished Judicial Service Award and the Ross Adams 
Award. The evening will be capped off by the swearing-in 
of the officers for the 2015-16 Bar year. Incoming YLD 
President Jack Long will then highlight his plans for the YLD 
during the upcoming Bar year. This is an event open to all 
lawyers—members of the YLD and otherwise. 

Pro Bono Bloody Mary Reception 
Saturday, June 20 | 12 – 1 p.m.

The Pro Bono Project will host a Bloody Mary Reception 
in the exposition area following the close of GLSP’s Silent 
Auction. The reception honors the memory of H. Sol Clark, 
“father of legal aid in Georgia.”

Presidential Inaugural Gala
Saturday, June 20 | 6:30 – 11 p.m.

Be sure to register for the Presidential Inaugural Gala, which 
includes the reception for the Supreme Court Justices and 
Court of Appeals Judges, the inauguration of Robert J. “Bob” 
Kauffman as the 2015-16 president of the State Bar and 
the dinner, dancing and entertainment that closes out the 
evening. See page 3 for a description of the events.
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Host Hotel
Atlanta Evergreen Marriott Conference Resort
4021 Lakeview Drive
Stone Mountain, GA 30083
770-879-9900 | Fax: 770-465-3264

Cut-off date is Friday, May 15.

ACCOMMODATIONS
HOTEL

Atlanta Evergreen Marriott Conference Resort will be the 
Bar’s host hotel, offering discounted room rates. A block 
of rooms has been reserved for the meeting. The room 
rates are $142 single/double plus 15 percent sales tax. 
To make reservations and receive the special rate, call the 
hotel directly at 770-879-9900. Please mention you are 
with the State Bar of Georgia to receive the special rate. 
Reservations must be made by Friday, May 15, as rooms will 
be on a space and rate availability basis after this date.

Check-in time is 4 p.m. | Check-out time is 12 p.m.

2015 Annual Meeting  |  11
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Park Information
Stone Mountain Park offers many recreational activities 
that appeal to a wide array of tastes. From taking a relaxing 
ride on the Stone Mountain Railroad to climbing to the 
summit of the granite rock to everything in between, you 
and your family will find there is something for everyone. 

Ticket Options
The	State	Bar	of	Georgia	has	negotiated	a	reduced	ticket	
price	for	several	of	the	park’s	ticket	options.	

One	Day	All	Adventure	Pass — $21 (Ages 3+)
Annual	Mountain	Membership	Adult — $54 (Ages 12+)
Annual	Mountain	Membership	Child — $44 (Ages 3-11)
Annual	Mountain	Membership	PLUS — $99 (Ages 12+)

To purchase your tickets online and receive the State Bar 
discounted price:

1.    Visit stonemountainpark.com/save
2.    Enter promo code: SBOGAM15
3.    Enter your ticket quantity and credit card number
4.    Print your tickets and present at the kiosk located at the  
        Ticket Plaza to get your All Attraction Wristband and
        you are good to go!

*All prices are plus tax. Children two years and younger are FREE!

**Restrictions: With the exception of Mountain Membership 
PLUS, tickets do not include parking, admission into Ride the 
Ducks, Snow Mountain or any other third party event not 
included in the standard one-day Adventure Pass admission.

Visit www.stonemountainpark.com/activities/attractions 
for information on all the park’s activities and attractions.

RECREATION
PARK	&
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Directions
Visit the website (www.marriott.com/hotels/maps/travel/
atleg-atlanta-evergreen-marriott-conference-resort/) for 
driving directions.

What to Pack
Opening	Night	Festival: Casual summer attire
Daytime	meetings	and	events:	Casual attire
Young	Lawyers	Division	Dinner:	Business casual
Supreme	Court/Court	of	Appeals	
	 Reception/Inaugural	Dinner: Cocktail attire

Fees
Upon arrival at Stone Mountain Park, please let the gate 
agent know that you are with the State Bar of Georgia and 
the gate entry fee will be waived.

INFORMATION
ADDITIONAL

PLEASE NOTE

TLC – Sitter of Atlanta, Inc. 
Please call 770-410-4774, or visit  
www.tlcsittersofatlanta.com for more 
information, including rates. You may also email 
tlcatl@bellsouth.net.

Homestaff
Please call 404-364-0953, or visit 
www.homestaff.co for more information, 
including rates. You may also email 
dottye.speer@gmail.com.

The State Bar of Georgia will not be offering any 
specific kids’ or teen programs during the 2015 
Annual Meeting.

Babysitting services are available.
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REGISTRATION FORM

Attendee Information
(Please print or type and use one form per attendee.)

Bar Number

Name

Nickname

Spouse/Guest name (if attending)

Firm/Address

City/State/Zip

Phone/Fax

Email

Special Needs/Dietary Restrictions

What type of law do you practice?

ADA: If you have a special needs addressed by the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, please call our ADA Coordinator at 404-527-8700.

Registration Options
Registrations are processed on a first-come, first-served basis. Checks, 
money orders and credit cards (VISA/MC/AMEX) are accepted. Make checks 
payable to the State Bar of Georgia and mail to: State Bar of Georgia Annual 
Meeting, 104 Marietta St. NW, Suite 100, Atlanta, GA 30303-2743. EARLY-
BIRD REGISTRATION DEADLINE TO BE POSTMARKED BY MAY 15, 2015. 
Cancellation deadline is June 5, 2015, for refunds. The State Bar of Georgia 
will accept only written requests for refund of registration fees. No refunds 
will be made after June 5, 2015.

Packages
Full Packages for Two (registrant and spouse/guest)

 Lawyer .............................................................................................................. $420 ____ $440  ____
 Full-Time Judge ...........................................................................................$210 ____ $230  ____

Package includes: 2 Opening Night Festival tickets, 2 Supreme Court/Court of 
Appeals Reception tickets, 2 Inaugural Gala tickets, 2 Bloody Mary tickets

Individual Package for One (registrant)
 Lawyer .............................................................................................................. $210 ____ $230  ____
 Full-Time Judge ...........................................................................................$149 ____ $169  ____

Package includes: 1 Opening Night Festival ticket, 1 Supreme Court/Court of 
Appeals Reception ticket, 1 Inaugural Gala ticket, 1 Bloody Mary ticket

Georgia Legal Services Program Contribution
Please add to my registration payment a voluntary donation to the Georgia  
Legal Services Program® to support its important work ensuring access to  
justice for all. ............................................................................................................................. (+) $ ____

A la Carte Events
 Plenary Session/Board of Governors Meeting (Fri.) .................N/C ____ N/C ____
 Board of Governors Meeting (Sat.) ....................................................N/C ____ N/C ____
 Bloody Mary Reception ...........................................................................$25 ____ $45 ____
 Opening Night Festival ............................................................................$75 ____ $95 ____
 Opening Night Festival (ages 5 and under) ...................................N/C ____ $20 ____
 Opening Night Festival (ages 6-20)… ...............................................$20 ____ $40 ____

Please specify age(s) ________________
 Supreme Court/Court of Appeals 

    Reception/Inaugural Gala .......................................................................$125 ____ $145 ____

Alumni Functions
  Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
Alumni Reception ........................................................................................N/C ____ $20 ____

 Emory University School of Law Reception ...................................N/C ____ $20 ____  
 GSU Law Alumni Reception ...................................................................N/C ____ $20 ____  
  Mercer University School of Law Reception/Reception 
Honoring Incoming President Robert J. “Bob” Kauffman .......N/C ____ $20 ____

 UGA Law School Alumni Reception ...................................................N/C ____ $20 ____  

CLE Seminars     
 50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 ..................$95 ____ $115 ____
 Ethics, Malpractice and Professionalism .........................................$85 ____ $105 ____  
 Pro Bono Showcase: Eureka Moments ............................................$95 ____ $115 ____
 Tools for Effectively Navigating the “New Normal” ..................$95 ____ $115 ____ 
 Trial Techniques and Tips .......................................................................$95 ____ $115____ 
 War Stories XV, Plus Georgia Evidence Update  ........................$95 ____ $115 ____
 YLD Next Step Institute, Part II  ..........................................................$95 ____ $115 ____ 

Recreational Programs
 YLD/Pro Bono 5K Fun Run or 11K Bike Ride ..............................N/C ____ N/C ____

Please indicate which you will participate in:  Run      Bike Ride 

Section Functions
 Child Protection & Advocacy Section  (member) .........................$10 ____ $30 ____ 

(non-member) ...............$25 ____ $45 ____
 Criminal Law Section Lunch: Forensics Update  .........................N/C ____ $20 ____
 General Practice & Trial Law Breakfast...........................................$31 ____ $51 ____
 General Practice & Trial Law Reception  (member)  ..................$5 ____ $25 ____ 

(non-member)..........$35 ____ $55 ____
 Judicial Section Lunch  .............................................................................$35 ____ $55 ____

YLD Events
 YLD Dinner and Swearing-In Ceremony ...........................................$95 ____ $115 ____
 YLD Leadership Academy Lunch ........................................................$42 ____ $62 ____
 YLD Past Presidents’ Reception ..........................................................N/C ____ $20 ____
 YLD Pool Party and  Meet the Candidates Reception .............$25 ____ $45 ____  

 

Other
  Reception Honoring Incoming 
President Robert J. “Bob” Kauffman ............................................. N/C ____ $20 ____

Payment Information
I enclose a    check/money order $________. 

Please bill my    Visa    MC    AMEX $________. 

Account Number     CSV Code

Exp. Date  

Name (as it appears on card) 

Signature

Credit card and “no charge” registrations only may be faxed to 404-527-8717. 
Return with payment to: State Bar of Georgia Annual Meeting, 104 Marietta St. 
NW, Suite 100, Atlanta, GA 30303-2743, or register online at www.gabar.org.

Please use this form to register by checking events you plan to attend. Registration is required for all events, including “no charge” functions. 
Early-bird registrations are due May 15, 2015.  “No charge” functions are limited to two tickets per attendee. One	form	per	registrant. You 
may also register online at www.gabar.org.

#
#

#

Early
Bird

5/15/15

Standard
After
5/15/15

Qty. Qty.

Early
Bird

5/15/15

Standard
After
5/15/15

Qty. Qty.



16

THANKS
SPECIAL

2015	Annual	Meeting 
104	Marietta	St.	NW,	Suite	100 
Atlanta,	GA	30303-2743

PRST First-Class
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit 1447
Atlanta, GA

Gavel
5

Gavel
3

Gavel
1

Special thanks to the following corporate 
sponsors for their support of the State Bar 
of Georgia!

Many thanks to the State Bar sections 
that have contributed to the success of 
the 2015 Annual Meeting.

Gold
Criminal Law Section

Silver
Intellectual Property Law Section

Bronze
Real Property Law Section

Other
Child Protection & Advocacy Section
Creditors’ Rights Section
Judicial Section
Technology Law Section

Register	by	the	early	bird	date	of	May	15,	2015,	to	be	entered	into	a	drawing
	to	receive	a	complimentary	individual	package.
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Retiring Executive Committee Members (term ends June 19, 2015)
Charles L. "Buck" Ruffin Darrell L. Sutton

Retiring Board of Governors Members (term ends June 19, 2015)
Alcovy Circuit, Post 1 Steven A. Hathorn Covington
Atlanta Circuit, Post 13 Emily S. Bair Atlanta
Atlanta Circuit, Post 17 James Randolph Evans Atlanta
Dublin Circuit Donald W. Gillis Dublin
Eastern Circuit, Post 4 Gwendolyn S. Fortson Waring Savannah
Southern Circuit, Post 2 Brian Allen McDaniel Moultrie
Stone Mountain Circuit, Post 4 Robert D. James Jr. Decatur
Stone Mountain Circuit, Post 10 Andrea Dionne McGee Decatur

2015-2016 Officers (term begins June 20, 2015)
President Robert J. "Bob" Kauffman Douglasville
President-elect Rita Arlene Sheffey Atlanta
Immediate Past President Patrise Perkins-Hooker Atlanta
Secretary Brian DeVoe "Buck" Rogers Atlanta
Treasurer Patrick T. O'Connor Savannah
YLD President John "Jack" Ryd Bush Long Augusta
YLD President-elect Jennifer Campbell Mock Statesboro
YLD Immediate Past President Vera Sharon "Sharri" Edenfield Statesboro

2015-2016 New Board of Governors Members (term begins June 20, 2015)
Alcovy Circuit, Post 1 William Gregory Pope Covington
Atlanta Circuit, Post 2 Kent Edward Altom Roswell
Atlanta Circuit, Post 13 R. Gary Spencer Atlanta
Atlanta Circuit, Post 17 JaDawnya Cintelle Butler Atlanta
Dublin Circuit Joseph Carl Sumner Jr. Dublin
Eastern Circuit, Post 4 John Bell Manly Savannah
Member-At-Large, Post 1 Aimee Pickett Sanders Augusta
Member-At-Large, Post 2 Shondeana Genean Morris Atlanta
Southern Circuit, Post 2 Laverne Lewis Gaskins Valdosta
Stone Mountain Circuit, Post 4 Gary Stuart Freed Atlanta
Stone Mountain Circuit, Post 10 Dax Eric Lopez Decatur
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                      Future Meetings Schedule                             (5/26/2015) 

 
Executive Committee             
August 14, 2015     Bar Center, Atlanta, GA 
 
September 11-13, 2015    Barnsley Gardens, Adairsville, GA 
       (Executive Committee Retreat) 
 
April 15-17, 2016     Mansion on Forsyth Park, Savannah, GA 
       (Supreme Court Retreat) 
        
 
Board of Governors             
Annual 2015 June 18-21, 2015  Evergreen Conference Center, Stone Mountain 

Park, Stone Mountain, GA 
 
Fall 2015  October 23-25, 2015 Hyatt on River Street, Savannah, GA 
 
Midyear 2016 January 7-9, 2016  Legacy Lodge at Lake Lanier Islands, Buford, GA 
 
Spring 2016  May 6-7, 2016  Bar Center, Atlanta, GA 
 
Annual 2016 June 16-19, 2016  Omni Amelia Island, Amelia Island, FL 
 
 
Young Lawyers Division            
Annual 2015 June 18-21, 2015  Evergreen Conference Center, Stone Mountain 
       Park, Stone Mountain, GA 
 
Summer 2015 August 20-23, 2015 The Ritz-Carlton Lodge, Reynolds Plantation, 
       Greensboro, GA 
 
Fall 2015  Nov. 5-8, 2015  The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WV 
 
Annual 2016 June 16-19, 2016  Omni Amelia Island, Amelia Island, FL 
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American Bar Association Meetings          
Annual 2015 July 30 – Aug. 4, 2015 Chicago, IL 
Midyear 2016 February 3-9, 2016 San Diego, CA 
Annual 2016 August 4-9, 2016  San Francisco, CA 
Midyear 2017 February 1-7, 2017 Miami, FL 
Annual 2017 August 10-15, 2017 New York, NY 
Midyear 2018 January 31-Feb. 6, 2018 Vancouver, British Columbia 
Annual 2018 August 2-7, 2018  Chicago, IL 
Midyear 2019 January 23-29, 2019 Las Vegas, NV 
Annual 2019 August 8-13, 2019  San Francisco, CA 
Midyear 2020 February 12-18, 2020 Austin, TX 
Annual 2020 August 6-11, 2020  Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Midyear 2021 February 10-16, 2021 Orlando, FL 
Annual 2021 August 5-10, 2021  Chicago, IL 
 
 
Southern Conference Meetings           
2015  October 8-10, 2015  Alexandria, Virginia 
2016  October 13-16, 2016  Big Cedar Lodge, Branson, MO   
2017  October 2017   Tennessee 
2018  October 2018   Georgia 
2019  October 2019   Florida 
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D-R-A-F-T 
STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

MINUTES 
April 18, 2015 

Brasstown Valley Resort/Young Harris, GA 
 

 
The 256th meeting of the Board of Governors of the State Bar of Georgia was held at the 
date and location shown above.  Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, President, presided. 
 
Special Recognition 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker recognized the members of the judiciary, the Past 
Presidents of the State Bar, and other special guests in attendance. 
 
Roll Call 
Secretary Pat O’Connor circulated the roll for signature.  The list of those in attendance is 
attached as Exhibit A. 
 
Recognition of Retiring Board Members 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker recognized the following retiring members of the Board 
of Governors:  Emily S. Bair (Atlanta Circuit), James Randolph Evans (Atlanta Circuit), 
Donald W. Gillis (Dublin Circuit), Steven A. Hathorn (Alcovy Circuit), Brian A. 
McDaniel (Southern Circuit), and Andrea D. McGee (Stone Mountain Circuit). 
 
Approval of the Meeting Agenda 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker presented the Revised Meeting Agenda.  There being 
no requested changes to it, the Board of Governors adopted the Revised Meeting Agenda 
by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Future Meetings Schedule 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker referred the Board of Governors to the Future Meetings 
Schedule. 
 
Consent Agenda 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker presented the following Consent Agenda. There being 
no objection or request for removal of the item, a motion was made and seconded to 
approve the following item: 

 
1) Minutes of the 255th Meeting of the Board of Governors 

The minutes of the Board of Governors meeting held on January 10, 2015 at the 
Atlanta Marriott Marquis in Atlanta, GA. 

 
The Board of Governors, by unanimous voice vote, approved the above item on the 
Consent Agenda. 
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2015 Legislation Update 
Thomas Worthy provided a recap of the 2015 General Assembly and the State Bar’s 
legislative program.  He reported on the State Bar’s Action Network, and he encouraged 
the Board of Governors members to ask their local and voluntary bars to participate in 
Lobby Day at the Capitol. President Patrise Perkins-Hooker recognized the Bar’s 
legislative lobbyists in attendance, Roy Robinson and Rusty Sewell, and the members of 
the Advisory Committee on Legislation.  She praised the work of the entire legislative 
team, captained by Thomas Worthy, and requested that the Board of Governors give 
them a standing ovation.  The Board of Governors received a copy of the State Bar 
Legislative Tracker.   
 
Investment Policy 
Following a report by President Patrise Perkins-Hooker the Board of Governors, by 
unanimous voice vote, approved proposed amendments (Exhibit B) to the State Bar’s 
Investment Policy. 
 
Pro Hac Vice Fees 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker presented a request by the Office of the General 
Counsel that Uniform Superior Court Rule 4.4 be amended to add $75 to the annual fee 
to cover its administrative costs related to billing, collecting and accounting to the Bar 
Foundation for the money collected.  The Board of Governors, by unanimous voice, 
approved recommending to the Supreme Court of Georgia the proposed amendment as 
follows: 
 

Uniform Superior Court Rule 4.4/Pro Hac Vice Admission 
3. Annual Fee.  Any Domestic Lawyer or Foreign Lawyer who has been granted 
admission pro hac vice before any court of this State shall each year thereafter pay 
an annual fee of $275, regardless of the number of pro hac vice admissions on or 
before January 15 as long as the Domestic Lawyer or Foreign Lawyer is admitted 
pro hac vice before any court of this State.  The annual fee shall be payable to the 
State Bar of Georgia. 

 
Clients’ Security Fund Funding 
YLD Immediate Past President Darrell Sutton and Vince Clanton reported on 
recommendations made by the Clients’ Security Fund Task Force to address a sustained 
reduction in the amount of interest income generated by the Fund’s corpus and a resulting 
reduction in that corpus, and the filing of several substantial claims by clients of several 
Georgia attorneys.  The Board of Governors, by unanimous voice vote, approved the 
following Task Force’s recommendations: 
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1.  Recommending to the Supreme Court of Georgia a change to Bar Rule 10-103 
providing for an increase in the annual claims paid cap from $350,000 to 
$500,000, and 

 
2. A one-time contribution of $500,000 from the State Bar’s unrestricted surplus 

to the Clients’ Security Fund. 
 
Randy Davis recognized Vince Clanton for all of his work on behalf of the Clients’ 
Security Fund. 
 
Civil Legal Services Task Force (CSFTF) 
Following a report by Treasurer Rita A. Sheffey, Chair of the CLSTF, the Board of 
Governors, by unanimous voice vote, approved the following Task Force’s 
recommendations: 
 

Excess County Law Library Funds 
1) A proposed educational piece (Exhibit C) on Excess County Law Library Funds 

that can be used when judges are being asked to consider using some of their 
excess county law library funds for civil legal services.  OCGA §36-15-7 provides 
for the granting of excess county law library funds to charitable tax exempt 
organizations that provide civil representation for low income people. 

 
Cy Pres Doctrine 
1) A proposed educational piece (Exhibit D) on best practices for awarding residual 

Cy Pres funds to local legal aid provider organizations that can be disseminated to 
state and federal judges in Georgia, as well as plaintiff and defense lawyers. 

 
Treasurer Rita Sheffey also reported that the Task Force has discussed approaching the 
Supreme Court of Georgia to recommend that state trial courts designate 25% of Cy Pres 
funds for civil legal services, but she indicated that more work still needs to be done in 
that regard.  She reported that the Institute for Continuing Judicial Education (ICJE) is 
also asking for the same consideration to support judicial education, and the Task Force 
will coordinate and parallel with ICJE on the requests. 
 
Dues 2015-16 Recommendation to the Board of Governors 
Following a report by Treasurer Rita Sheffey, and in consideration of the 
recommendations submitted by the Programs, Personnel, and Finance Committees, and 
the Executive Committee, the Board of Governors, by unanimous voice vote, approved 
setting the 2015-16 dues as follows: 
 

1. Maintaining dues at $248 for active members and $124 for inactive members.  
This reflects no dues increase, but does include indexing dues $.90 per member for 



30

Board of Governors Meeting 
April 18, 2015 
Page 4 
 
 
 

the Fee Arbitration Program contract attorney.  The increase in dues will be 
absorbed from the Bar’s excess surplus. 

 
Approval of Other Bar Dues Statement Items 
Following a report by Treasurer Rita Sheffey, the Board of Governors, by unanimous 
voice vote, approved the following other dues statement items: 
 

1. Section dues to be reflected on the dues statement ranging from $10-$35; and  
 

2. Continuation of assessments required by Bar Rules regarding the Clients’ Security 
Fund ($100 @ $25/year) and Bar Center Facility ($200 @ $50/year); and  

 
3. Continuation of a $100 opt-out contribution for the Legislative and Public 

Education Fund; and 
 

4. A suggested $300 opt-in provision for individual contributions and a $100 opt-in 
contribution for young lawyers for Georgia Legal Services Program. 

 
Approval of 2013-2014 Annual Audit 
Following a report by Treasurer Rita Sheffey, the Board of Governors, by unanimous 
voice vote, accepted the 2013-2014 Annual Audit (Exhibit E).  President Patrise Perkins-
Hooker announced that the Audit will be posted to the Bar’s web site. 
 
President’s Report 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker reported on her program of activities for the 2014-15 
Bar year and referred the Board of Governors members to the President’s Activity Report 
included in the agenda.  She continues to attend committee, section and bar-related 
meetings.  She has traveled around the state to speak at local bar meetings, visit with 
colleges and high schools on law-related topics, and attend national bar meetings.  She 
announced that the Rural Lawyers initiative that was introduced in the Georgia General 
Assembly did not advance through the legislative process, but that it will be introduced 
again next year.  She reported that support for this initiative remains strong in the local 
communities. 
 
The iCivics initiative had a successful launch in five school districts this year, and the 
YLD has paired up attorney volunteers with teachers in those districts.  The iCivics 
Committee will be working with Fulton, Gwinnett, Hall, DeKalb and Richmond Counties 
next year to see if training for the program can be incorporated in those school systems.  
She met with the State School Superintendent about iCivics and he has agreed to allow an 
iCivics presentation to be held at the next Conference of Social Studies Teachers in 
October and to place a link to the iCivics program on the State’s Department of 
Education website. She reported that her communications efforts about lawyers and their 
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accomplishments are making a difference on how the State Bar and the legal profession 
are being viewed. 
 
She reported that she is working with the National Center for Civil and Human Rights on 
a Celebration of Civil Rights Milestones that will take place at the State Bar on June 3.  
The program will be a combination of a CLE seminar, a panel discussion of civil rights 
activities involved in the March on Selma, and a celebration of Georgia lawyers in the 
civil rights movement.  She announced that there will be a Military Legal Services 
Symposium on May 29 sponsored by the State Bar’s Military Legal Assistance Program.   
 
Law School Incubator Program 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker reported on a proposed Law School Incubator Program 
and announced there would be time for questions and answers both following her report 
and after the conclusion of the Board meeting.  Plans to demolish and build out the 5th 
floor to create more leasable space in the Bar Center were discussed by the Executive 
Committee in the summer of 2014.  In August, the concept of the Incubator Program was 
referred to the Bar Center Committee for evaluation and recommendation on uses of the 
space, leasing terms for the project, and build-out costs for the incubator.  In September, 
the Bar Center Committee approved recommending to the Executive Committee several 
items related to improvements on the 5th floor and the building including: 1) costs to 
renovate the bathrooms to make them ADA compliant at a cost of $162,000, 2) costs to 
demolish and remove the remaining flooring and casing for communications cabling left 
by the Federal Reserve at cost of $82,000, 3) and costs for architectural drawings for the 
build-out of the 5,300 sq. ft. requested for the incubator site of $7,500.  In October, the 
Executive Committee approved a motion that the State Bar will work with the five law 
schools in Georgia to develop a law school incubator program, which could include a 
provision of office space at the Bar subject to approval by the State Bar of a final budget 
and operational procedures for the proposed incubator program.  In January 2015, the Bar 
Center Committee approved a motion recommending to the Executive Committee that 
space be provided for the incubator project rent-free for 3 years with the location of the 
space to be determined by the State Bar staff if this project is approved as a State Bar 
program.  The Executive Committee voted to approve the recommendations of the Bar 
Center Committee to provide a rent free lease to the incubator program for space 
identified by the Bar Staff on the 4th floor, and recommend the same to the Board of 
Governors for approval.  The Board of Governors will be asked at its June meeting to 
approve support of the Law School Incubator Program by providing rent free space for 
the program for three years during the initial start-up of the program. The President 
reported that this is the State Bar’s way of providing financial support to this worthwhile 
project to enable it to be launched.  No other funding is being requested. 
 
The Law School Incubator Program would be set up as follows:  1) a 501 (c) entity called 
Lawyers for Equal Justice, Inc. (LEJ) will be responsible for running it, 2) representatives 
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from the 12 stakeholders who have been involved in the development of the program will 
form a board to create policies and procedures to govern and oversee it, 3) it is 
envisioned that 2 law students from each of the 5 participating law schools will be 
selected every 6 months to participate in the program, and 4) the program has 3 phases 
during which the number of participants will increase by 10 until the full component of 
30 lawyers will be in the incubator.  The maximum time that a participant can remain in 
the incubator program is 18 months. 

 
The Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism (CJCP) issued a $15,000 planning 
grant for this novel program to cover the expenses associated with developing a best in 
class program.  Each of the five law schools have committed in writing to provide 
$25,000 as the initial capital to get the program running.  The State Bar has been working 
in collaboration with the five law schools, the CJCP, and the other stakeholders to 
develop the basic principles of the program for final approval by the LEJ board. The 
program is designed to be self-sustaining by year three from a combination of fees 
charged to the participants and future fundraising. 
 
President Patrise Perkins Hooker reported that this program is a way for the State Bar to 
address the lack of access to justice by having a steady stream of lawyers, who are going 
through the incubator, be available to provide additional assistance to meet the unmet 
need for legal services by poor and low income citizens.  It will also be a way to help 
younger lawyers obtain experience in several legal areas and learn how to operate a law 
firm. These types of programs are also being used to test new legal services delivery 
methods and techniques which will hopefully result in new and more efficient ways to 
handle pro bono or low bono cases for all lawyers. The five law schools and the 
stakeholders are looking for the State Bar to take a supportive lead in the creation of 
innovative programs to address the lack of access to justice problems in Georgia. 

 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker continued to report to the Board of Governors that the 
State Bar is being asked to house the Law School Incubator Program and to allocate and 
build out approximately 5,300 square feet of currently unfinished space on the 5th floor.  
The cost of the build out of the space is estimated to be $240,000-$260,000.  This amount 
is what is needed in addition to the cost to renovate the bathrooms on the 5th floor.  
Renovations to the bathrooms are needed regardless of to whom the Bar leases space on 
the 5th floor. These renovations are estimated to cost $162,000.  Renovations to make the 
bathrooms ADA compliant were being contemplated prior to any request from the 
incubator and they are common area expenses of the landlord.  The funds for the build 
out of the space to be occupied by the program and the restrooms will come from the 
approximately $6 million in Bar Center reserves which was created to cover expenses 
associated with improvements needed to the Bar Center.  The 5th floor is the only floor in 
the Bar Center which has not been prepared for leasing, and currently there is no other 
leasable space in the Bar Center.  If the incubator were charged rent, the rent would be 
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approximately $71,550 per year; however, funds are not available to pay for rent in the 
formative years. 
 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker addressed potential questions.  The State Bar is not 
required to use funds that it collects from its members or generates from the operation of 
the Bar Center to all lawyers.  There are numerous examples of programs to which every 
lawyer is not eligible to participate in for which we spend money or provide support such 
as the Transition into Law Practice Program, B.A.S.I.C.S., and YLD programming that 
provides benefits to one-fourth of our membership.  The Bar’s participation will utilize 
existing unrestricted Bar Center reserves and not result in a dues increase.  Following her 
report, she commended Bucky Askew for all of his work on behalf of the Law School 
Incubator Program, and she and Bucky Askew entertained questions from Board 
members after the meeting. 
 
The Board of Governors received copies of letters in support of the Law School Incubator 
Program from the law school deans of Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School, Emory 
University School of Law, Georgia State College of Law, Mercer University School of 
Law, University of Georgia School of Law, and from Hugh P. Thompson, Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Georgia, and a handout on the program’s proposed Preliminary 
Expense Projections. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Rita Sheffey reported on the Bar’s finances and investments.  The Board of 
Governors received copies of the combined Operations and Bar Center Consolidated 
Revenues and Expenditures Report as of February 29, 2015; Income Statement YTD for 
the Eight Months Ended February 28, 2015; Bar Center Revenues and Expenditures 
Summary for the Eights Months Ended February 28, 2015; State Bar Balance Sheet for 
February 28, 2015; and the Summary of Selected Payment Information for the May 
through February, 2013-2015. 
 
YLD Report 
YLD President Sharri Edenfield reported on the activities of the Young Lawyers 
Division. The YLD continues to focus on its three initiatives:  Service, Education and 
Leadership.  She thanked everyone for their support of the Annual Signature Fundraiser 
that raised $60,140 for the Augusta Warrior Project.  At that event, Past YLD President 
Damon Elmore was presented the 2015 Signature Service Award.  The YLD efforts in 
support of veterans and active duty service members has included a VA Accreditation 
CLE at the Midyear Meeting, volunteering pro bono services with the Military/Veterans 
Law Section’s Legal Assistance Clinics around the state, and supporting the Augusta 
Warrior Project.  She discussed her Succession Planning Program and referred Board 
members to the handout on same.  This initiative is designed to connect young lawyers 
with older lawyers transitioning out of the practice of law and is a joint project of the 
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YLD and the Georgia Law School Consortium.  Professional development initiatives 
have included a Next Step Institute in January, a Solo-Small Firm Institute/Affiliates 
Conference in February, and a Leadership Roundtable in March during the YLD Spring 
Meeting.  The Spring Meeting also featured a CLE on Plessy v Ferguson CLE.  She 
announced that the Legal Food Frenzy competition runs from April 20-May 1 and 
encouraged everyone to participate. 
 
The Board of Governors received a written report on the YLD committees, programs and 
projects for the 2014-15 Bar year. 
 
Activities in the Circuits 
Alvin Leaphart and Jeff Ward, Brunswick Circuit Board of Governors representatives, 
reported on the activities in the Brunswick Judicial Circuit. 
 
Judge Joy R. Parks, Enotah Circuit Board of Governors representative, reported on the 
activities in the Enotah Circuit. 
 
Walter James Gordon, Jr., and Judge Chris Phelps, Northern Circuit Board of Governors 
representatives, reported on the activities in the Northern Judicial Circuit. 
 
Executive Committee Minutes 
The Board of Governors received copies of the minutes of the Executive Committee 
meetings held on November 20, 2014, January 28, 2015, February 16, 2015, and March 
2, 2014. 
 
2015 Board of Governors Election Information 
The Board of Governors received a written report on the 2015 State Bar Board of 
Governors Election Information. 
 
2016 Election Schedule 
The Board of Governors received a copy of the 2016 Election Schedule (proposed). 
 
Office of the General Counsel 
The Board of Governors received a written report on the activities of the Office of the 
General Counsel. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
The Board of Governors received a copy of the Quarterly Report of the Executive 
Director. 
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Military Legal Assistance Program 
The Board of Governors received a written annual report on the Status of the Military 
Legal Assistance Program. 
 
Consumer Assistance Program 
The Board of Governors received a written report on the activities of the Consumer 
Assistance Program. 
 
Law Practice Management Program 
The Board of Governors received a written report on the activities of the Law Practice 
Management Program. 
 
Communications Report 
The Board of Governors received a copy of the 2014-15 Media Report. 
 
Old Business 
There was no old business. 
 
New Business 
Tina Shaddix Roddenbery reported that at the recent meeting of the Atlanta Board 
Delegates the President reported that the Law School Incubator Program did not need 
approval by the Board of Governors.  She asked President-elect Bob Kauffman to bring 
all proposed programs such as this to the Board of Governors for its consideration. 
 
Judge Dane Perkins reported that in his circuit the nearest legal services office is 70 miles 
away in Albany, and if the State Bar is truly interested in helping indigents with legal 
services, the time is ripe.   
 
Immediate Past President Buck Ruffin reported that the Executive Committee did vote to 
take the Law School Incubator Program to the Board of Governors for its consideration 
and action. 
 
Lester Johnson, III reported that at a two recent Savannah events, people mentioned to 
him they were pleased to see articles about attorneys in the local papers.  He thanked 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker for her efforts in that regard. 
 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker announced that the 2015 Law Day Program on the 
Magna Carta will take place at the State Bar on Tuesday, April 21. 
 
Remarks, Questions/Answers, Comments/Suggestions 
The President opened up the meeting for questions and comments. 
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Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
  _____________________________ 
  Patrick T. O’Connor, Secretary 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, President 
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Dear Friends, 

Greetings! It has been another busy year in the Attorney General’s Office. I began 2015 by being 
sworn-in to a second term as Georgia’s 53rd Attorney General. I am deeply grateful to the citizens of 
Georgia for placing their trust in me to serve as their Attorney General. It is a job with major 
challenges, but it is a job I love because it gives me the opportunity to serve the state I love and the 
finest citizens in the land. I wake up every day with one goal in mind: to help make Georgia the best 
she can be. We are blessed to live in a thriving and prosperous state that continues to experience 
immense growth.  
 
In working toward that goal, I have focused on several areas which I believe are of great importance to 
the state. The first is fighting child sex trafficking. We have a moral obligation to protect our most 
vulnerable. No one should be a victim of slavery in 2015, and everyone should be outraged that 
children are being bought and sold for sex in our state, with the average age of entry being 12-14 years 
old. 
 
Late last year, I appointed Georgia’s first statewide human trafficking prosecutor Camila Wright. 
Camila came to us from the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office and is one of the leading human 
trafficking prosecutors in the state. Because Camila works for my office, she has statewide jurisdiction. 
This allows her to work with district attorneys across the state to assist them with cases in their 
jurisdictions. She has already teamed up with Cobb County District Attorney Vic Reynolds to indict a 
trafficker who was selling girls online out of a hotel room on Six Flags Drive in Austell. 
 
Camila also spends a lot of time training law enforcement and the public to recognize the signs of 
human trafficking. In her short time with us she has already trained almost 1,500 people. 
 
I applaud the General Assembly for passing legislation this session that addresses human trafficking. 
Subject to the passing of a Constitutional Amendment in 2016, a Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited 
Children Fund will establish a separate fund in the state treasury to fund care and services for victims 
of human trafficking, as well as awareness and prevention programs for victims of human trafficking. 
Additionally, an affirmative defense was added when the individual is less than 18 years of age and 
being trafficked for sexual servitude. The legislation follow on the heels of legislation passed in 2011 
which greatly increased penalties for trafficking and provided for buyers to be charged with 
trafficking. 
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I have also focused on reducing prescription drug abuse, particularly among our teenagers. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 259 million prescriptions for pain 
medications were written in 2012. That’s enough for every American adult to have a bottle of pills. 
The CDC has also found that one in five high school students has taken a prescription drug without a 
doctor’s prescription.  
 
In Georgia, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation reports that in 2013, prescription drugs played a role 
in the deaths of 524 Georgians in the 152 of 159 counties for which it performs autopsies. 
In order to raise awareness and educate students on the dangers of prescription drug abuse, last year I 
launched a video contest called “We’re Not Gonna Take It.” High school students were encouraged to 
create a 30 second video explaining why they chose to reject prescription drug abuse. I spent the fall 
traveling across the state – from Ringgold to Leesburg – to promote the contest and spoke to over 
6,000 students. 
 
In the inaugural year, we received almost 200 entries, and broadcast journalists from around the state 
served as judges for the finalists. The winning video was produced by Walton High School students 
and aired on television throughout the state for 4 months. The 2015 contest will take place September 
14 – October 30. 
 
Most of you are hopefully familiar now with the Georgia Legal Food Frenzy, which is sponsored by 
my office, the YLD, the State Bar of Georgia and the Georgia Food Bank Association. We just 
wrapped up the fourth competition on May 1. The Georgia legal community generously donated the 
equivalent of 1,181,412 pounds of food ($289,242.50 and 24,442 pounds of food, with each dollar 
representing four pounds of food). This brings the total amount raised over four years for our eight 
regional food banks to the equivalent of 3,777,852 pounds of food. 

A total of 275 law firms and legal organizations representing 18,000 employees competed for the 
grand prize, the Attorney General’s Cup. Sole proprietor Joe Habachy of Joe S. Habachy, PC in 
Atlanta won the honor for the second consecutive year -- raising the equivalent of 49,375 pounds of 
food, the most per capita statewide. 

Georgia’s five law schools held their own competition. Georgia State University School of Law 
defended their title this year. They raised the equivalent of 40.53 pounds per person. 

I want to thank State Bar President Patrise Perkins-Hooker and YLD president Sharri Edenfield for 
their strong support of this year’s competition. I also want to thank YLD Legal Food Frenzy 
Committee chairs Jonathan Poole and Katie Willett and the 2015 Legal Food Frenzy co-chairs Katie 
Dod, Mandy Moyer, Justin Oliverio and Lisa Robinson. 

On July 1, 2015, the Office of Consumer Protection will become a division of the Attorney General’s 
Office.  

Consumer protection is an important area of concern for Georgians, and it must be done effectively 
and with a balanced approach. Consumers have a right to be provided with truthful information and to 
be protected from abusive practices and bad actors. At the same time, businesses often make honest 
mistakes and should not be harshly penalized if they admit those mistakes and take the proper action to 
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rectify them. I intend to work with both consumers and businesses to ensure that Georgia has a fair and 
equitable consumer protection framework. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this update. Best wishes for a successful meeting. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Samuel S. Olens 
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State Bar of Georgia 
RESOLUTION 

Honoring Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan LLP 

 

WHEREAS, the Fee Arbitration Program of the State Bar of Georgia was established by the Supreme 
Court of Georgia in February 1980; and 

WHEREAS, the Fee Arbitration Program is a service to the general public and lawyers of Georgia that 
provides a convenient mechanism for the resolution of fee disputes between attorneys and clients; and 

WHEREAS, under Chapter 5 of the Fee Arbitration Program rules, the Committee on the Arbitration of 
Attorney Fee Disputes may provide a lawyer to represent the client in post-award proceedings at no cost 
to the client other than court filing fees and litigation expenses; and 

WHEREAS, in 2002, under Charles T. Lester Jr.’s leadership and guidance, Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan 
LLP began assisting the Fee Arbitration Program in enforcement of the fee arbitration awards; and 

WHEREAS, in the years following, Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan LLP continues to provide their services on 
a pro bono basis to those clients who, otherwise, would not be able to collect their awarded refunds 
from attorneys; and 

WHEREAS, for the last thirteen years, Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan LLP has represented members of the 
public in more than 125 cases; and  

WHEREAS, Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan LLP are providing an important service to the public that 
exemplifies the State Bar of Georgia’s purpose to foster among the members of the Bar of this State the 
principles of duty and service to the public. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Bar of Georgia does hereby commend Sutherland, 
Asbill & Brennan LLP for their dedicated service to the legal profession, the justice system and the 
people of Georgia. 

Given this 19th day of June 2015. 

 
Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker 
President, State Bar of Georgia 
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State Bar of Georgia 
RESOLUTION 

Commending Attorney Jeffery R. Banish  
for Service to the State Bar of Georgia 

 
WHEREAS, Attorney Jeffery R. Banish has been an active member of the State Bar of Georgia 
since 1985; and 
 
WHEREAS, Attorney Banish is a partner at Troutman Sanders LLP in Atlanta, focusing his 
practice on all areas of employee benefits, including pension plans; and 
 
WHEREAS, Attorney Banish was selected in 2007 and 2014 by Thomson Reuters as a Super 
Lawyer in Employee Benefits and annually since 2004 has been named to Georgia Trend 
magazine’s Legal Elite in labor and employment; and 
 
WHEREAS, for a number of years, Attorney Banish has provided many hours of pro bono legal 
services to the State Bar of Georgia in the administration of its employee pension plan, 
including Internal Revenue Service filings and plan amendments and interpretations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the expertise, meticulous work and wise counsel provided by Attorney Banish to the 
State Bar of Georgia have been of tremendous benefit to this organization in carrying out its 
mission of service to the legal profession and the justice system. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Bar of Georgia does hereby express its sincere 
appreciation to Jeffery R. Banish for his dedication to serving the profession and his outstanding 
pro bono service to the State Bar of Georgia in the administration of its employee pension plan. 
 
Given this 19th day of June 2015. 
 

 
Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker 
President, State Bar of Georgia 
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State Bar of Georgia 
RESOLUTION 

Commending Susan P. Logan for Service 
to the State Bar of Georgia 

 
WHEREAS, Susan P. Logan has more than 25 years of professional experience in the legal 
practice area of employee benefits; and 
 
WHEREAS, Susan P. Logan serves as a Compensation and Benefits Analyst at Troutman Sanders 
LLP in Atlanta, where she primarily focuses on compliance and administrative issues with 
respect to tax-qualified retirement and welfare plans; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2011, she obtained her Enrolled Retirement Plan Agent designation, which allows 
her to represent clients before the Internal Revenue Service (IRS); and 
 
WHEREAS, for a number of years, Susan P. Logan has provided many hours of pro bono 
professional services to the State Bar of Georgia in the administration of its employee pension 
plan, including Internal Revenue Service filings and plan amendments and interpretations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the expertise and meticulous work provided by Susan P. Logan to the State Bar of 
Georgia have been of tremendous benefit to this organization in carrying out its mission of 
service to the legal profession and the justice system. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Bar of Georgia does hereby express its sincere 
appreciation to Susan P. Logan for her dedication to serving the legal profession and her 
outstanding pro bono service to the State Bar of Georgia in the administration of its employee 
pension plan. 
 
Given this 19th day of June 2015. 
 

 
Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker 
President, State Bar of Georgia 
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ABOUT GEORGIA LEGAL SERVICES

The mission of Georgia Legal Services (GLS) is to provide access to 
justice and opportunities out of poverty for Georgians with low-incomes 
living outside metro Atlanta, by providing legal services in civil cases 
involving basic human needs.

People with low-incomes have legal problems in connection with every-
day living including loss of housing, domestic violence, need for critical 
benefits such as unemployment and food stamps, inability to obtain 
healthcare, consumer fraud and exploitation, school admission and 
discipline, and more.  Our goal is to resolve these legal problems and help 
clients regain and maintain economic stability; achieve safety, stability and 
health; preserve their home; and support their families.

Services are provided without charge to eligible clients, and include a full 
range of legal services in civil cases, from advice and counsel to 
representation in administrative hearings and court; educational programs; 
and referrals to private attorneys and other services.  Many cases are 
urgent.

Nine regional GLS offices serve 154 counties in Georgia.  GLS does not 
provide services in Fulton, DeKalb, Clayton, Gwinnett, or Cobb County, 
which are served by the Atlanta Legal Aid Society.

HISTORY

In 1968, the State Bar of Georgia Younger Lawyers Section conducted a 
study that showed that the volunteer efforts of local private attorneys were 
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not enough to meet the critical legal needs of impoverished Georgians 
living outside metro Atlanta.  The YLS was instrumental in the creation of 
Georgia Indigents Legal Services in 1970, the first staffed non-profit law 
firm serving low-income Georgians that was the predecessor of Georgia 
Legal Services.  A year later, Georgia Legal Services Program was 
incorporated as a non-profit law firm to take advantage of new sources of 
funding available from state and federal   government agencies.  In 2016,
GLS will celebrate its 45th anniversary.

CLIENT ELIGIBILITY AND TYPES OF CASES HANDLED

Clients must have gross incomes at or below 200% of the federal poverty 
level, which in 2015 is $4,042 monthly for a family of four.  The actual
average monthly income of our client families of four is nearer the actual 
federal poverty level of $2,012. The number of Georgians eligible for 
services is over two million.  Most of our clients are among the “working 
poor.”

GLS staff attorneys and paralegals circuit ride to counties surrounding their 
home office and meet clients at court, at public libraries, and at community 
agencies. One of our core values is reaching out to clients in very rural 
areas where there may be no lawyers at all in the county.  We recruit 
private attorney volunteers to take on additional cases and offer support and 
resources to them.  Volunteers represent needy clients who are screened for 
financial need and for the merits of the case by GLS intake staff.

In 2014, Georgia Legal Services staff and volunteers closed over 7,300
cases; handled over 700 callers to its Benefits Hotline, gaining thousands of 
dollars in benefits for eligible callers; presented legal education sessions to 
clients and partner organizations in hundreds of community settings; and 
referred thousands of individuals to private attorneys on a pro bono or 
reduced fee basis. We are the first point of contact with the justice system 
for many Georgians, and refer thousands of cases to attorneys on our 
referral lists, including fee-generating cases.

A majority of clients are women with young children.  Other special client 
groups include the elderly, individuals with limited English-speaking skills, 
people with disabilities, children with special needs, and veterans.  A 
special emphasis in recent years has been working to eliminate language 
barriers to individuals needing to appear in court or to secure medical care 
or safety net benefits.
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A recent study of the economic impact of legal services in Georgia found 
that for every dollar spent for the provision of legal services, over $8 were 
brought into the state’s economy.

SOME REPRESENTATIVE CLIENT STORIES

One of our clients had gone to school using federal student loans and had 
worked and paid on the loans until she developed rheumatoid arthritis, 
lupus, and COPD. Her hands had become crippled and she had a 
paralyzed vocal cord. She called GLSP when the federal Department of 
Education notified her it would withhold 15 percent of her Social Security 
Disability payments to repay the loan. She was afraid she wouldn’t be 
able to support herself if that much was deducted from her check. We 
advised her that about a discharge program under which a student loan may 
be forgiven if the recipient of the loan is disabled for more than three years. 
We helped her assemble the evidence establishing her disability and sent it
to the Department of Education, which approved her for the discharge 
program. We also helped her find local medical care, and other benefits 
providing food and payment of her Medicare premiums.  

Another client called the GLSP Benefits Hotline because she needed 
emergency eye surgery and could not get through to the Department of 
Family and Children Services about her application for Medicaid. Her 
husband had hit her in her left eye, causing her to suffer a retinal 
detachment and possible blindness.  Her doctor had scheduled emergency 
surgery to try to save her vision, but she needed the Medicaid coverage.   
GLSP’s Benefits Hotline was able to get her Medicaid approved the day 
before her surgery. At the last minute, the doctor’s office was not able to 
confirm Ms. Pope’s coverage but the Hotline was able to straighten that out 
as well.   Our client had the surgery and is hopeful that she will regain her 
vision.   She separated from her husband and we were able to get for her a
protective order, custody of her children, and child support.   

One surprising need that we are seeing more frequently involves correction 
of, or even establishment of, clients’ correct names.   With more and more 
requirements for correct identity documents, some clients found themselves 
unable to handle the most basic transactions – renewing a driver’s license, 
voting, confirming birth records, and more – because they had inconsistent 
documents, or none at all.   Some seniors born in rural areas never did have
a registration of their birth.   Others had been known by a name other than 
that on the birth certificate all their lives and only recently run into a 
problem.   It can actually require going to court to petition for a name 
change – and that event alone is a life-changer.
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CLIENT TESTIMONIALS

“We did not have anything to eat, and I did not have a job, but thanks to 
Georgia Legal Services my children have food and health insurance, and 
now they are not lacking anything.” – G.C.

“My son got drunk, worked himself into a rage, and physically attacked 
me.  Georgia Legal Services brought relief to my family in a very chaotic 
time in our lives.” – D.M.

“My ex-husband was released from jail for battery and domestic violence 
against me, and I was afraid of him and wanted a protective order.  Thanks 
to Georgia Legal Services I am able to have peace of mind now knowing 
my family is safe.” – R.S.

“My daughter went to jail, and I had no way to get health services for my 
grandson who has allergies and asthma.  Thanks to Georgia Legal Services 
I can apply for Medicaid and get his much needed medications.” – M.S.

“I found out that I had cancer, and a friend told me to call Georgia Legal 
Services to help me get my personal affairs in order.  Georgia Legal was 
there for me with just one phone call.” – B.H.
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              GEORGIA LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAM
             2015 STAFFING LEVELS     March 2015

Dalton –
3 lawyers
56,000 eligible persons
6 counties

Gainesville – Athens
9 lawyers

208,000 eligible persons
24 counties

Augusta -
4 lawyers 
97,000 eligible persons
13 counties

Macon –
6 lawyers 
136,000 eligible persons
23 counties

Savannah -
6  lawyers
123,000 eligible
              persons
11 counties

Brunswick/Waycross –
3 lawyers
75,000 eligible persons
14 counties

Piedmont –
9 lawyers

192,000 eligible
              persons
18 counties

Columbus –
4 lawyers
92,000 eligible persons
16 counties

Albany – Valdosta
8 lawyers

166,000 eligible persons
29 counties

Note:  Population figures represent persons with incomes at or below the federal poverty level.  GLSP will consider
potential clients with incomes up to 200% of that level, so the number of potential clients is significantly larger.
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Report to the 
Board of Governors 

of the State Bar of Georgia 

June 19, 2015 
Stone Mountain, GA

The theme for all of this year’s YLD projects is “Service, Education, and Leadership.” 
This theme is exemplified by President Sharri Edenfield’s three main initiatives: 

1. Military Support Initiative 

a. 2015 YLD Signature Fundraiser raised $60,000 for the Augusta Warrior Project

On Thursday, May 7, 2015, President Edenfield was honored to attend the Augusta Bar 
Association’s Law Day dinner, where she presented the Augusta Warrior Project (AWP) 
with a check for $60,139.80, the net proceeds of the YLD’s 9th Annual Signature 
Fundraiser, held on February 28 at Terminal West in Atlanta. This year’s fundraiser 
included a silent auction as well as live music and raised the second highest amount in the 
event’s history to donate to a charity. Over 200 guests came to support AWP and AWP 
Executive Director, Kim Elle, addressed the crowd, thanking them for their support and 
telling them what a huge help the money would be for AWP and its work. Kudos to 
Signature Fundraiser co-chairs, Ashley Akins and Jessica Fagan, for planning such an 
outstanding event.   

The YLD presents the Augusta Warrior Project with a check for $60,139.80 during the Augusta Bar’s Law Day Dinner on May 7, 
2015.  (L‐R) Augusta YLD member David Bell, YLD Dir. Of Community Outreach  (and Augusta attorney) Aimee  Sanders, AWP 
representative Hollis Bush, YLD President Sharri Edenfield, and YLD President‐Elect (and Augusta attorney) Jack Long.

1
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Presenting the check to AWP during Law Day in Augusta capped the YLD’s year spent 
highlighting the good work that AWP does for veterans and their families. AWP 
Executive Director, Kim Elle, attended the YLD Fall Meeting and spoke about the 
program and what the support means to the services they provide. Ms. Elle also gave 
President Edenfield and President-Elect (and Augusta attorney) Jack Long a tour of the 
AWP post on Fort Gordon where they were able to meet with some of the AWP leaders 
who help veterans. This experience served to heighten the enthusiasm about AWP’s 
selection as the Signature Fundraiser beneficiary.  Additionally, in October, a kickoff 
event was held with the Augusta YLD in Augusta and President Edenfield made 
presentations at the YLD Midyear Meeting and the State Bar’s Board of Governor’s 
Midyear Meeting regarding AWP and the importance of attending and supporting the 
Signature Fundraiser. Thanks to everyone who attended and supported this year’s historic 
event!

b. Support to Veterans Affairs Legal Clinics

During the Midyear and Fall YLD Meetings, YLD members enjoyed an excellent CLE 
regarding the opportunities to support Georgia’s military community through 
volunteering pro bono services at the Veterans Affairs Legal Clinics around the state. 
Military Legal Assistance Program and Military/Veterans Law Section leaders Drew 
Early, Cary King, and Norman Zoller, State Bar Coordinator for the Military Legal 
Assistance Program, spoke at both the Midyear and Fall CLE’s and Eric Ballinger, Jeff 
Arnold, and Mike Monahan, Director of the State Bar’s Pro Bono Project, spoke at the 
Fall Meeting, providing invaluable insight and resources for helping YLD members who 
wanted to participate.

Additionally, President Edenfield made presentations at the General Membership 
Meeting of the State Bar YLD as well as individually to the members of Cobb YLD, 
Augusta YLD, Glynn County YLD, Savannah YLD, and the Chief Justice’s Committee 
on Professionalism about the opportunities available to volunteer at the Veterans Affairs 
Clinics located in Atlanta, Augusta, Carrollton, Georgia State Law School, and Emory 
Law School. Additionally, President Edenfield has met with the Executive Committees 
for both the Military Legal Assistance Program and the Military/Veterans Law Section to 
offer the assistance of the YLD to those entities. On Tuesday, November 4, 2014, 
President Edenfield attended the VA Accreditation CLE hosted at the State Bar and made 
a presentation on opportunities available to Bar members to volunteer their time to 
support veterans. The Military Support team has held a committee meeting to coordinate 
the signing up and training of volunteers around the state and the recruitment of 
volunteers is ongoing. 

c. Assistance with VA Appeals/Training on Veterans’ Issues

With 13 YLD affiliates around the state, especially in communities with strong ties to the 
military like Columbus, Savannah, and Augusta, the YLD has a vast network of young 
lawyer volunteers who can volunteer to contribute to this initiative. In addition to the VA 
Legal Clinics already in place, the YLD has provided training and educational 
opportunities to YLD members that will permit them to assist veterans in VA appeals.   

On Friday, January 9, in conjunction with the Midyear Meeting, the YLD co-hosted a VA 
Accreditation CLE with the Military Legal Assistance Program and Military/Veterans 
Law Section. Approximately 45 attorneys attended the CLE, which provided the requisite 
substantive information to meet the requirements for certification to assist veterans and 

2
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appear before the VA ALJ on veterans’ benefits appeals. In addition to the outstanding 
leaders from the Military Legal Assistance Program and Military/Veterans Law Section 
who educated Bar members on the process, Dr. Lauren R. Ramshur, a psychiatrist with 
the Atlanta VA Medical Center who works on the PTSD team there, as well as Judge 
Sullivan (YLD Military Support Committee Chair Katie Dod’s father who serves as a VA 
ALJ) were guest speakers. Dr. Ramshur provided a short presentation to YLD members 
present about the kinds of issues veterans face (PTSD, Traumatic Brain Injury, etc.) when 
they try to reintegrate into society and for which they often seek VA benefits. Judge 
Sullivan spoke about the way that the VA Appeals system works and provided valuable 
insight into how YLD members can best aid their veteran clients.

2. Access to Justice Initiative

a. Succession Planning Pilot Program

On April 15, 2015, the Succession Planning Pilot Program (SPP) went live on the State 
Bar’s website and it has already become a popular program. After being featured in an 
article in the Fulton County Daily Report on April 21, the program began to pick up even 
more steam. In the six weeks since the program began, two solo practitioners, including 
one in rural South Georgia, have opted into the program and a number of law students 
and recent graduates have shown interest in these positions.  The SPP is designed to 
match retiring attorneys with un/underemployed young lawyers. The goal of the program 
is to help provide access to justice to Georgians who have difficulty finding a lawyer as 
well as to alleviate young lawyers find a job.

In researching solutions to young lawyers finding jobs and providing access to justice in 
underserved areas of the state, President Edenfield learned of a program in Texas called 
the Succession Planning Program. A senior attorney in a solo or small firm practice 
reaches out to the Texas Law Consortium (made up of the Career Services Offices of all 
9 Texas law schools) to hire a young lawyer so that the senior attorney can mentor and 
eventually transition the practice to the young lawyer upon retirement. In the first year of 
the Texas program, 12 young lawyers were matched with retiring attorneys.  

With President Edenfield’s help and guidance, all five Georgia law schools Career 
Services Offices have agreed to implement this program. Stephanie Powell, Director of 
Career Services at Mercer Law School, is the point of contact for this program. The 
Georgia Succession Planning Pilot Program will connect retiring Georgia attorneys with 

(L‐R) Dr. Lauren Ramshur, Chief Veterans Law Judge Robert Sullivan (Ret.), YLD Military Support Committee Co‐Chair Katie Sullivan 
Dod, YLD President Sharri Edenfield and YLD Military Support Committee Co‐Chairs Kristie and Ed Piasta at the VA Accreditation 
CLE held during the Midyear Meeting. 

3
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new attorneys and recent graduates who may be interested in succeeding the retiring 
attorney. Eligible participants include licensed attorneys and new attorneys graduating 
from law school during the prior three years, and may be expanded depending on needs. 
The Pilot Program will extend from 2015-2017. Retiring attorneys complete a brief form 
stating the characteristics sought in a candidate and the law school career services 
department then match these criteria with talent from their alumni pool.  Please see 
attached form and related articles. 

3. Leadership Training/Professional Development Initiative 

a. The Next Step Institute 

i. Midyear Meeting 

On Jan. 8, the very first session of the Next Step Institute took place and 
approximately 90 participants attended. This brand new program had a two-fold 
purpose: first, to re-engage graduates of the Young Lawyers Division Leadership 
Academy who might otherwise not still be involved with the YLD or the State 
Bar; second, the Institute was designed for mid-level lawyers who wish to take 
their respective practices to the next level. The Institute consisted of two CLE 
panels that focused on law practice management topics such as how to start a law 
practice and how to develop a client base. The second panel discussed how to use 
traditional and current social media for marketing and extending the firm’s reach 
to potential clients. The third panel was a non-CLE roundtable discussion that 
featured lawyers who discussed their experience with maintaining a legal practice 
while also running for and serving in their respective political offices. Each panel 
was hosted by a particular moderator who did a phenomenal job in guiding the 
flow of discussion in an effective manner. “Law Practice Management and 
Development” Moderator: Damon Elmore Speakers: Michael Geoffrey, Frank 
Burns and Derric Crowther “Social Media” Moderator: Kelly Campanella 
Speakers: Mawuli Davis and Heather Riggs “Practice and Political Office” 
Moderator: W. Thomas Worthy Speakers: Sen. Charlie Bethel (R-Dalton), Sen. 
Curt Thompson (D-Tucker), Rep. Wendell Willard (R-Sandy Springs), Rep. 
LaDawn Jones (D-Atlanta) and Rep. Dar’shun Kendrick (D-Lithonia). 

ii. Annual Meeting 
After such a successful inaugural session at the Midyear Meeting, the second 
installment of the Next Step Institute is scheduled to take place on Thursday, June 
18, 2015, during the State Bar’s Annual meeting. The three panels will consist of 
professional development topics as follows: “Challenges and Opportunities for 
Working as (and Dealing with) In-house Counsel,” Kristie Piasta, Moderator, 
Associate General Counsel, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta; Maura Copeland, 
Associate Vice President for Legal Affairs, Georgia Southern University; Shiriki 
Cavitt, In-house counsel for Equifax; and Damon Elmore, former in-house 
counsel for Napa Rayloc; “Long Range Planning for Your Law Practice,”   
Darrell Sutton, YLD Immediate Past President, Sutton Law Group, Marietta;  “A 
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Young Lawyer’s Toolkit for a Successful Law Practice,” Dar’Shun Kendrick, 
Tippi Burch, and Edward McAfee. 

b. Ethics & Professionalism CLEs 

i. Fall Meeting 
The YLD Fall Meeting was held Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 in Jekyll Island, GA at the 
Jekyll Island Club Hotel.  On Friday, Ms. Avarita Hanson, Executive Director for the 
Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, led an interactive professionalism 
CLE entitled “Professionalism in the Digital Age.” It was well-attended, informative 
and enjoyed by all. 

ii. Spring Meeting 

The YLD held its Spring Meeting in New Orleans, La., March 19-22.  On Friday, 
YLD members were treated to a CLE on the famous U.S. Supreme Court case that 
arose from New Orleans, Plessy v. Ferguson, led by Professors Powell and 
Westley from Tulane University and coordinated by the Minorities in the 
Profession Committee. Avarita Hanson, Executive Director for the Chief Justice’s 
Commission on Professionalism, joined the panel to provide insight from the 
professionalism perspective. Also in attendance were Keith Plessy and Phoebe 
Ferguson, descendants of Plessy and Ferguson who run the Plessy & Ferguson 
Foundation for Education. The CLE was attended by over 90 young lawyers who 
had the opportunity to speak with the panelists after the CLE.  The YLD 
Leadership Academy was also in attendance as this made up their fourth session.  

c. Solo-Small Firm/Affiliates Conference 

The first-ever Solo-Small Firm/Affiliates Conference held in Macon on February 21, 
2015 and was a great success. YLD members from affiliates around the state enjoyed 
attending the event, which was jointly sponsored by the YLD Solo-Small Firm 
Committee and the Affiliate Outreach Committee in Macon.  The day began at Mercer 
University School of Law with breakfast and a CLE consisting of topics on small/solo 

YLD Spring Meeting CLE Panelists (L‐R) Prof. Lawrence Powell, Moderator Morgan Clemons, Avarita Hanson, Prof. Robert Westley, 
Phoebe Ferguson, Keith Plessy and YLD President Sharri Edenfield.
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practice to include start up and formation, accounting and insurance concerns, practice 
management, profitability, best practices, professionalism and ethics. Attendees were 
treated to lunch from Satterfield’s BBQ before continuing with a YLD Roundtable with 
affiliate leaders from all over the state.  Later in the day, a trolley took attendees around 
Macon for a tour on the way to dinner at The Downtown Grill.  Over 30 participants 
attended activities throughout the day making this the most attended Affiliates 
Conference to date. 

d. The Alumni Leadership Council 

The Alumni Leadership Council (“ALC”) has been an incredible resource for YLD 
members this year as they have served as mentors to YLD members and have also been 
instrumental in planning and leading professional development seminars and CLEs. 
While ALC member Joe Dent graciously came to the Summer Meeting in Florida to lead 
a CLE, during the YLD Fall Meeting, ALC member Damon Elmore moderated an 
exceptional panel of fellow ALC members and past Bar leaders on how to become a 
leader in the YLD and the Bar. Many thanks to ALC members Judge Josh Bell, Darrell 
Sutton, Stephanie Kirijan, Lester Tate, and Bill Barwick for serving on this panel and 
offering their thoughts to our members. 

Additionally, ALC members Damon Elmore and Michael Geoffroy have been 
tremendous mentors and resources to Leadership Academy Alumni co-chairs, Adriana 
Sola and Titus Nichols, as they have helped them plan “The Next Step Institute,” to take 
place on January 8, 2015, during the Midyear Meeting. The Next Step Institute is 
designed to offer Leadership Academy Alumni advanced training in professional 
development topics like client development, law practice management, being a leader in 
your community, and running for office. ALC members are also assisting in providing 
speakers to the Solo-Small Firm/Affiliates Conference held in Macon on February 21, 
2015.

Committees 

Advocates for Students with Disabilities 
Co-Chairs: Emma Hetherington & Laurice Rutledge 
The YLD Advocates for Students with Disabilities Committee held three well-attended lunch 
meetings at the Bar Center on Jan. 22,  Feb. 12 and April 16. All included guest speakers and 
lively discussions. On March 24, they held a successful CLE from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Bar 
Center titled “Education Advocacy for Children with Special Needs,” presented by the Atlanta 
Bar CLE, Georgia State University College of Law and HeLP.

Affiliate Outreach & Solo/Small Firm  
Co-Chairs: Rachel Wilson, Zack Tumlin, Amy Walters, Ashley Browning, Soo Hong & 
Carrie Trotter 
On Feb. 21, the Affiliate Outreach Committee along with the Solo/Small Firm Committee held a 
joint Solo/Small Firm Conference and Affiliates Conference in Macon.  The day began at Mercer 
University School of Law with breakfast and a CLE consisting of topics on small/solo practice to 
include start up and formation, accounting and insurance concerns, practice management, 
profitability, best practices, professionalism and ethics. Attendees were treated to lunch from 
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Satterfield’s BBQ before continuing with a YLD Roundtable with affiliate leaders from all over 
the state.  Later in the day, a trolley took attendees around Macon for a tour on the way to dinner 
at The Downtown Grill.  Over 30 participants attended activities throughout the day making this 
the most attended Affiliates Conference to date. 

Business Law  
Co-Chairs: Steven Moulds & Emily Newton 
On February 4 the YLD Business Law Committee hosted a CLE titled, “Drafting Arbitration 
Clauses: Tips and Tricks for the International Lawyer.” The CLE was presented by Shelby Grubbs, 
Esq. (Executive Director, Atlanta Center for International Arbitration and Mediation) and Elizabeth 
Silbert, (Senior Associate, King & Spalding LLP). The Business Law Committee also partnered with 
the Community Service Projects Committee on March 14 to volunteer at the Crossroads Community 
Ministries to prepare sandwiches for homeless men, women and children.   

Community Service Projects 
Co-Chairs: Kimberly Bourroughs & Jessica Nix 
The YLD Community Service Projects Committee started year with their Annual Suit & Cell 
Phone Drive, which was a huge success and benefited the Atlanta Mission and My Sister’s 
House to assist low income individuals with their transition into the workforce. The committee 
collected and donated over an estimated $10,000 worth of gently worn clothing, shoes and 
accessories to My Sister’s House and the Atlanta Mission. The committee held a well-attended 
meeting on Jan. 22 at the Bar Center. On Jan. 24 they volunteered at Project Open Hand, with 
10-15 YLD members present that divided up into teams to deliver meals around Atlanta. On 
March 14 they participated in a Sandwich Making Party at Crossroads Community Ministries, 
which was well-attended. On April 2 they hosted a lively Easter Egg Hunt on for the children at 
Nicolas House. The committee also volunteered at the Special Olympics of Georgia Summer 
Games on May 30 at Emory University as Soccer Fans in the Stands and had a great time 
supporting the athletes. 

Speakers and Co‐chairs of the YLD Solo/Small Firm Conference and Affiliates Conference. (L‐R) Rustin Smith, Ashley 
Browning, Carrie Trotter, Natalie Kelly, Rachel Wilson and Zack Tumlin. 
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Ethics & Professionalism
Co-Chairs: Ami Koldhekar & Neal Weinrich 
The YLD Ethics & Professionalism Committee held two well-attended committee lunch 
meetings on Jan. 15 and Feb. 12 at the offices of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard Smith. They hosted 
their annual ethics CLE on March 5. The CLE was an hour-long panel format, and the topic of 
the CLE was "The Age-Old Question: Who is the Client?” The committee secured an excellent 
panel: Jenny Mittelman with the State Bar of Georgia; Douglas Chandler, who is in private 
practice and focuses in the area of legal malpractice; and Claudia Saari, the Chief Public 
Defender for DeKalb County.  Nicole Iannarone, a professor at Georgia State University School 
of Law, moderated the panel. The CLE was broadcast in Savannah, and 25 attorneys in total 
attended the event.  The attendees were very engaged, and the panel gave excellent advice, 
particularly for young lawyers.  The CLE was followed by a social networking event at Hudson 
Grille. The event as a whole was a success, in large part to the topic and the enthusiasm of the 
panel. On April 16 we held a well-attended lunch meeting where our sponsor, Xact Data 
Discovery, presented on ethical issues in e-discovery.  

Family Law 
Co-Chairs: Katie Kiihnl, Jamie Perez & Kelly Reese 
The YLD Family Law Committee held a well-attended committee meeting on Jan. 22 at Stern & 
Edlin Family Law, P.C. On Feb. 7 they held a community service project for Youth Connections, 
Inc.’s Street Outreach Program at the Youth Connections Drop-In Center where they assembled 
and later passed out “survival kits” for young boys living on the street. On March 19, they held a 
well-attended committee meeting at Boyd Collar Nolen & Tuggle.

Intellectual Property 
Co-Chairs: Sonia Lakhany & Tiffany Logan 
The YLD Intellectual Property Law Committee held a well-attended Spring Social on Feb. 17 at 
Tin Lizzy’s in Midtown, where they enjoyed drinks, appetizers and King Cake in celebration of 
Mardi Gras. They held a Lunch & Learn CLE on April 23 called “War Stories of the IP 
Associate,” at the Center Bar, and featured a panel of guest speakers and included 1 hour of 
general credit and lunch.  

Suits and cell phones were donated to the Atlanta Union Mission by Community Service Co‐Chair Kimberly Bourroughs.   
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Judicial Law Clerk 
Co-Chairs: Matt Gass & Emaly Standridge 
The YLD Judicial Law Clerk Committee held a well-attended social on Feb. 10 at Ormsby’s, 
which included appetizers and beverages. The committee also kicked off the summer early at 
Turner Field to watch the Atlanta Braves take on the Tampa Bay Rays on May 19. They 
celebrated the past Bar year and relaxed with an evening of friends and fun. 

Juvenile Law  
Co-Chairs: Araceli Jacobs & Deidre Merriman 
The YLD Juvenile Law Committee held two well-attended lunch meetings on Feb. 17 and on 
March 13 at the Bar Center, featuring guest speakers and lively discussions. They also held 
another lunch meeting on May 19 at the Bar Center.

Labor & Employment 
Co-Chairs:  Alison Ballard, Stan Hill, Abby Larimer 
The YLD Labor & Employment Committee held a well-attended committee meeting on Jan. 28 
where Klein Dispute Resolution's Dan Klein presented “Employment Arbitration: Pitfalls and 
Possibilities.”

Law School Fellows 
Chair:  Sean Ditzel  
The Law School Fellows Committee, comprised of young lawyers and two YLD Fellows from 
each of the law schools in Georgia, had their first interaction at the YLD Fall Meeting in Jekyll 
Island. The law school fellows got their first exposure to the inter-workings of a YLD General 
Session and met and mingled with members of the YLD throughout the weekend. For the 
Midyear Meeting, the Law School Fellows Committee held a committee meeting prior to the 
General Session in order to plan on-campus activities for the Spring of 2015, as well as to 
discuss possible on-campus philanthropy initiatives. 

Legal Food Frenzy 
Co-Chairs:  Katie Dod, Mandy Moyer, Justin Oliverio & Lisa Robinson,   
Approximately 60% of Georgia’s public school children are eligible to receive free or reduced 
price lunch, but the problem remains on how to help these children when school is not in session. 
Since 2012, Attorney General Sam Olens and the YLD have worked together to help combat 
hunger by raising more than two million pounds of food over the past three years of the Legal 
Food Frenzy, a friendly statewide competition between lawyers, law firms, law schools and legal 
departments. All money and food raised stays in the community where it originates from because it 
will be sent directly to one of eight regional food banks for distribution. While food is welcomed, 
money is preferred because each food bank can stretch each $1 donated into $8 of food. Prizes are 
awarded based on the number of pounds raised (each $1 raised counts as four pounds of food.).
This year’s contest took place April 20 through May 1.  More than 275 firms signed up to compete, 
raising the equivalent of 1,181,412 pounds ($289,242.50 + 24,442 lbs) to help Georgia's 8 regional 
food bank help Georgia families through the summer months. 

Legislative Affairs Committee & Leadership Academy 
Co-Chairs: Will Fagan, Leslie Powell, Rachel Fields, Anne Kaufold-Wiggins & Sarah 
Kjellin 
The YLD hosted its 27th Annual Capitol Leadership Luncheon featuring guest speaker Rep. 
Wendell Willard on Tues., Feb. 24, which was well attended by special guests from the 
legislative and judicial branches of Georgia’s government, the 2015 Leadership Academy Class 
and Leadership Academy Alumni.  
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Litigation
Co-Chairs: Kevin Patrick & Ryals Stone 
The YLD Litigation Committee recently held its annual "War Stories" Speaker Series. Each year 
they are honored to have distinguished members of the legal profession speak about their 
experiences. The committee has been fortunate to have members of the judiciary, government 
officials and trial attorneys from both the plaintiff and defense bars share their insights and 
knowledge. In keeping with our goal of involving litigators throughout the state, they had the first 
installment at the University of Georgia on March 18 . We had the pleasure of welcoming the Hon. 
Ronnie Joe Lane.  He received his undergraduate degree from the United States Military Academy 
and earned his law degree from the University of Georgia.  Judge Lane served with distinction in 
the Pataula Judicial Circuit from 2001 until 2014, and now he is the director of the Judicial 
Qualifications Commission. The second part of this series was held at Emory University Law 
School on April 2.  Mr. Lloyd Bell of the Bell Law Firm spoke. Mr. Bell is an exceptional trial 
attorney. He has tried numerous cases in both state and federal court, argued cases before the 
Georgia Supreme Court and Court of Appeals for Georgia and recovered multi-million dollar 
verdicts for his clients. Third, the committee went to Mercer Law School on May 7, where guest 
speaker Mr. Charles Adam, III gave a great speech to the group, which featured a catered lunch.

Long Range Planning Committee 
Co-Chairs: Josh Bosin & Brantley Rowlen
The YLD Long Range Planning Committee spent last summer and fall hard at work primarily on 
two different projects: 1) the legislative initiative for student loan repayment to encourage rural 
lawyers to practice in an underserved county; and 2) the succession planning program. A great 
deal of research and planning has been put into both projects culminating in the committee’s 
presentation of the legislative initiative on December 4 to the State Bar’s Advisory Committee 
on Legislation and the agreement with the Georgia Law Schools on jointly promoting the 
Succession Planning program in Spring 2015. 

Minorities in the Profession 
Co-Chairs: Alex Barnett & Morgan Clemons 
The YLD Minorities in the Profession Committee hosted an extremely successful event called 
"MIPC at the Movies" on Jan. 16, which included a complimentary social at Arnall Golden 
Gregory LLP and a movie ticket to see SELMA at Atlantic Station. Then on Feb. 5, at Brio 
Tuscan Grille, they hosted a successful event titled, “Young Lawyers on a Budget: Making the 
Most out of Your Money by Making More and Spending Less,” featuring distinguished guest 
speakers, free food and drinks. This event was co-sponsored by the Emory Alumni Association. 

27th Annual Capitol Leadership Luncheon. (L‐R) Rep. Dar’shun Kendrick, Rep. Wendell Willard and YLD President Sharri Edenfield 

10



59

On March 20, the committee coordinated the YLD Leadership Academy and CLE for the YLD 
Spring Meeting in New Orleans. The CLE explored the Plessy v. Ferguson decision in historical 
and contemporary contexts. Originating in Louisiana and decided by the Supreme Court in 1896, 
the decision established that states can constitutionally enact legislation requiring persons of 
different races to use “separate but equal” segregated facilities. As a part of the professional 
credit, the CLE considered the professional obligations of lawyers to promote equal application 
of the laws, the role of lawyers in championing access to justice and the rights of citizens and 
lawyers’ professional interactions with opposing parties and their counsel, the courts and their 
colleagues. 

Public Interest Internship Program 
Co-Chairs: Jennifer Fleeman & Kerry Nicholson
The YLD Public Interest Internship Program Committee accepted applications for the 2015 class 
until March 30. Any law student or new lawyer who already secured an unpaid summer 
internship for at least 10 weeks and 400 hours of service at a public interest legal organization in 
Georgia could apply for a PIIP $5,000 stipend. The committee recently reviewed more than 100 
applications and awarded a stipend to three deserving law students.  

Signature Fundraiser 
Co-Chairs: Ashley Akins & Jessica Fagan 
The YLD 2015 Signature Fundraiser was held on February 28 at Terminal West in midtown. 
Now in its ninth year, the Signature Fundraiser was a black-tie evening celebration hosted by 
the YLD and attended by influential and up-and-coming leaders in the community. Each year 
the event raises money and support for a nonprofit organization chosen by the YLD Board of 
Directors. Proceeds from the 2015 event benefitted the Augusta Warrior Project, an 
organization that provides assistance to men and women who have served our country. The 
event featured live music from local party band Bogey & the Viceroy, a DJ, dancing, open bar, 
snacks and dessert bar, silent auction and more, including both general admission and VIP 
admission tickets. 

YLD Officers attend the 9th Annual Signature Fundraiser (L‐R) Darrell Sutton, Sharri Edenfield, Jack Long, Nicole Leet and Rizza O’Connor.
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Meetings

Fall Meeting 
The YLD Fall Meeting was held Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 in Jekyll Island, GA at the Jekyll Island 
Club Hotel.  The meeting kicked-off with a joint reception with the Glynn County YLD on 
Thursday evening at the King and Prince Hotel on St. Simons Island, where President Sharri 
Edenfield gave a short summary of the progress on her initiatives and encouraged Glynn County 
YLD members to get involved with the State Bar YLD.  Friday morning, President Edenfield held 
an Executive Committee Meeting with the officers and directors before the General Session was 
held to discuss issues related to the legislative initiative. Over 80 YLD members and guests 
attended the General Session, where a vote was held on the legislative initiative and amending the 
bylaws. Ms. Kim Elle, the CEO for the Augusta Warrior Project, the 2015 Signature Fundraiser 
Beneficiary, gave brief remarks regarding the charity and its appreciation for being selected.  

After the General Session was concluded, Alumni Leadership Council member and former YLD 
President, Damon Elmore, moderated a seminar on running for YLD office that included as panelists 
former YLD Presidents Judge Josh Bell, Stephanie Kirijan, Bill Barwick and Darrell Sutton as well 
as former State Bar President Lester Tate. Additionally, a CLE on Military Support opportunities 
through the State Bar was coordinated by YLD co-Director of Military Support, Ed Piasta, and led 
by leaders from the State Bar’s Military/Veterans Law Section and Military Legal Assistance 
Program, Norman Zoller, Drew Early, Cary King, Eric Ballinger, and Jeff Arnold. YLD members 
were fortunate to see Immediate Past President for the State Bar, Buck Ruffin, be recognized by the 
Military/Veterans Law Section and Military Legal Assistance Program for his support. Finally, Ms. 
Avarita Hanson, Executive Director for the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, led an 
interactive professionalism CLE entitled “Professionalism in the Digital Age.”

The YLD enjoyed a group dinner on Friday evening at Bennie’s Red Barn on St. Simons Island 
and then were hosted for festive Halloween cocktail/dessert reception by YLD Northern District 
Representative, Sutton Connelly, his grandfather and State Bar member, Bobby Lee Cook, and 
their firm, Cook & Connelly, at Mr. Cook’s Sea Island Home. YLD members enjoyed attending 
the Board of Governors meeting on Saturday morning and enjoyed a Bloody Mary reception 
hosted by the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association immediately following the meeting. YLD 
members also joined Board of Governors members for tailgating and watching the GA/FL game 
down in Jacksonville and at the hotel.

Board of Governors Member Eric Ballinger presents YLD President Sharri Edenfield and Military Support Co‐chairs Ed Piasta and Kristie Piasta 
with a Challenge Coin in recognition of their work to support Military Veterans this year.
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Midyear Meeting:
The Midyear Meeting was held in Atlanta, January 8-10.  In addition to the General Session held 
on Friday, January 9, the YLD hosted some exciting new programming. On Thursday, January 8, 
the Alumni Leadership Council and Leadership Academy Alumni Committee hosted the first 
ever “Next Step Institute,” which focused on advanced leadership development topics for 
Leadership Academy alumni, including how to build a law practice, develop a client base and 
run for political office. On Friday, January 9, prior to the General Session, the YLD Military 
Support Team, along with leaders from the Military/Veterans Law Section and Military Legal 
Assistance Program, hosted a VA Accreditation CLE so that members could become certified to 
help veterans with VA benefits appeals. 

Spring Meeting 
The YLD held its Spring Meeting in New Orleans, La., March 19-22.  On Thursday evening, a 
Welcome Reception was held for attendees to get acquainted with other young lawyers.  On 
Friday, YLD members were treated to a CLE on the famous U.S. Supreme Court case that arose 
from New Orleans, Plessy v. Ferguson, led by Professors Powell and Westley from Tulane 
University and coordinated by the Minorities in the Profession Committee. Avarita Hanson, 
Executive Director for the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, joined the panel to 
provide insight from the professionalism perspective. Also in attendance were Keith Plessy and 

VA Accreditation CLE Presenters (L‐R) Normal Zoller, Drew Early, YLD President Sharri Edenfield and Cary King. 

YLD Next Step Institute Panelists (L‐R) Derric Crowther , Moderator Damon Elmore, Michael Geoffroy and Frank Burns. 
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Phoebe Ferguson, descendants of Plessy and Ferguson who run the Plessy & Ferguson 
Foundation for Education. The CLE was attended by over 90 young lawyers who had the 
opportunity to speak with the panelists after the CLE.  The YLD Leadership Academy was also 
in attendance as this made up their fourth session.

On Friday afternoon, attendees participated in a Scavenger Hunt that led them around the French 
Quarter.  Participants took in the sights, sounds, and delicious foods from the Crescent City. On 
behalf of the winning team, the YLD made a donation to a local non-profit, Tipitina’s Foundation 
(which was also the beneficiary of the first YLD Signature Fundraiser in 2007).  Friday evening, 
attendees shared pictures from the Scavenger Hunt over a buffet dinner at Pat O’Brien’s.   

On Saturday, all members attended a General Session where business of the YLD was discussed.  
This being the last business meeting of the YLD for the 2014-15 Bar year, YLD President Sharri 
Edenfield took the opportunity to tell attendees how and why she got involved in the YLD years 
ago and how her journey has brought her full circle.  Edenfield also recapped her initiatives and 
recognized the people who have provided her support and friendship throughout the year.  After 
the General Session, a limited number attended an intimate luncheon at Red Fish Grill where Past 
YLD President and Board of Governor’s Member Joe Dent along with YLD President Edenfield 
discussed Bar Leadership and fielded questions from the group.  That evening, attendees concluded 
the meeting with dinner at Broussard’s. 

The 2015 Spring Meeting boasts the highest attendance of any non-joint YLD Meeting at over 
100 meeting attendees.   

YLD Spring Meeting Attendees get ready for an afternoon Scavenger Hunt through the French Quarter.

Close to 100 attendees turn out for the Spring Meeting Plessy v. Ferguson CLE in New Orleans. 
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Annual Meeting 
The YLD will hold events at the Bar’s Annual Meeting in Stone Mountain, June 18-21.  Events 
include a Next Step Institute CLE program featuring panelists to discuss such topics as: Challenges 
and Opportunities for Working as In-house Counsel, Long Range Planning for Your Law Practice 
and A Young Lawyer’s Toolkit for a Successful Law Practice.  Other events include a 5K Fun 
Run/Bike Ride, Leadership Academy Graduation Luncheon, Pool Party and Meet the Candidates 
for Representative Council Reception and YLD Dinner and Swearing-in Ceremony. 
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SUCCESSION PLANNING PILOT PROGRAM
The law schools in Georgia have joined forces with the Young 
Lawyers Division (YLD) of the State Bar of Georgia to link new and 
recent graduates with seasoned attorneys who are working on 
succession plans.

Attorneys complete a brief  form stating the characteristics sought in a 
candidate. Your plan could be to attract a law student who would act as a clerk 
until he or she graduates and then transfer to your practice. Or you may be 
ready to act sooner and seek a recent graduate considering solo practice and 
looking to pair with a seasoned attorney for referral work. Or it could be to hire 
an associate who could eventually take over the practice. The law schools in 
Georgia and the YLD stand ready to help you through the transition process.

If  you have questions about the program please contact Stephanie Powell, 
Assistant Dean for Career Services at Mercer University Walter F. George 
School of  Law at careerservices@law.mercer.edu or 478-301-2615. She will be 
happy to discuss your individual need with you and coordinate communication 
to all Georgia law schools.

SUCCESSION PLANNING 
PILOT PROGRAM FORM

The Succession Planning Pilot 
Program seeks to connect Georgia 
attorneys who intend to transition out of  
full-time practice with new attorneys and 
recent graduates who may be interested 
in succeeding the attorney. Eligible 
participants include licensed attorneys 
and new attorneys graduating from law 
school during the prior three years, but 
may be expanded depending on needs. The 
duration of  the Pilot Program extends from 
2015-2017.

If  you have questions about this 
program or prefer to phone in your 
information, please contact Stephanie 
Powell at 478-301-2615 or careerservices@
law.mercer.edu. You may fax this form to 
478-301-2287.

The law schools are committed to a 
policy against discrimination on the basis of  
race, color, gender, religion, age, ethnic origin, 
ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, 
Vietnam-era or other veterans status, or 
disability except as mandated by federal or 
state law. Your submission of  this form 
indicates that you will observe this policy.

Contact Information

Contact person:  ____________________________________________________________

Firm name:  _______________________________________________________________

Firm practice areas:  ________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________

Phone:  __________________________   Fax: ___________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________

Hiring Criteria

Application materials requested:

 Resume  Cover Letter  Writing Sample  Transcript  References

Other materials: ____________________________________________________________

Other information including specific skills you would like to see the candidate possess: 

__________________________________________________________________________

Description of hiring need (please include time frame in which you are looking to hire and any other pertinent 

information): __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

•	 What	will	I	do	with	my	
practice	when	I	retire?

•	 How	do	I	work	on	a	
plan	to	phase	out	of	
practice	or	reduce	my	
hours	without	leaving	
my	clients	in	a	lurch?

•	 How	can	I	continue	the	
legacy	of	outstanding	
legal	services	in	my	
community	that	I	have	
built	over	the	years?
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From the
President

Practicing law in a small town is definitely not for everyone, 
but if you have practiced law in a smaller town, you know that 
it has its advantages. For instance, attorneys in small towns 
generally treat each other pretty well. It would be ridiculous to 
be rude to someone you will likely have cases with for the rest 
of your professional life. No one can hide behind a nasty email 
here. Another advantage of small town law practice is variety. 
When I practiced law in Atlanta, I did mainly personal injury 
work; however, practicing law in a small town required me 
to learn how to get someone divorced, how to draft a simple 
will, how to do a real estate closing, how to incorporate a small 
business, how to defend someone on criminal charges and 
how to probate an estate. Of course, I still do primarily civil 
litigation, but in a small town, when you’re someone’s lawyer 
for one thing, you’re someone’s lawyer for everything. 

That’s not to say I don’t miss living and practicing law 
in Atlanta; I certainly do miss it sometimes. However, after 
thinking about it, what I think I really miss is not the easy 
access to culture and amenities, but rather I miss my co-
workers and friends. Happily, my YLD involvement has 
allowed me to maintain and strengthen the professional 
relationships and friendships I made years ago as well as to 
develop new ones. And, I can still come to Atlanta for a show 
and shopping whenever I want.

Have you ever thought about practicing law in a small 
town? Here’s some food for thought: There are six counties 
in Georgia that currently have no lawyers and there are 60 
counties that have 10 or fewer lawyers. In the next 10 years, 
assuming no younger lawyers move into the 66 counties that 
presently have zero to 10 lawyers, and assuming that lawyers 
who reach the age of 65 either completely retire or cannot 
represent private clients (e.g. judges, district attorneys, in-
house counsel, public defenders, etc.), the number of counties 
with no attorneys will more than double to 13 counties. 
Further, out of the 60 Georgia counties that presently have 
one to 10 active available lawyers, there will be seven counties 
where all of the lawyers will be at least 65 years old. 

I recently attended the Chief Justice’s Commission on 
Professionalism’s convocation on “Aging in the Law,” and 
learned that Georgia is about to be hit with the “grey wave” as 
baby boomer lawyers start to retire en masse. This makes the 
shortage of attorneys in rural Georgia even more important 
to address. To be sure, the shortage of lawyers in rural areas 
presents both opportunities and challenges. Older rural lawyers 
are often reluctant to fully retire because they feel they cannot 
afford retirement and/or the need for private attorneys in rural 
areas is so great and there are often limited numbers of (or no 
other) lawyers in the immediate area who can fill that gap. At the 
same time, young attorneys are often too timid to move to rural 
areas because they worry their families would be unhappy living 
in an area without the amenities, school systems, etc., they could 
enjoy in a larger city and/or they worry about their ability to 
make a living without a thriving law practice waiting for them. 

As the first female Georgia YLD president from a rural area, 
I am excited about the Succession Planning Program because I 
think it has the potential to alleviate many of the concerns that 
older and younger attorneys may have with regard to a rural law 
practice. Based on the successful Texas model, the Succession 
Planning Program will link new and recent law graduates with 
seasoned attorneys who are working on succession plans. Older 
attorneys may want to hire a law clerk until graduation and if it 
works out, hire the clerk on in their practice, gradually shifting 
their clients to them. Perhaps the more seasoned attorney will 
want to send referral work to a recent graduate who is considering 
solo practice. Maybe the older attorney is looking to hire an 
associate to eventually take over the practice. Whatever the 
need, older attorneys can contact the law school career services 
consortium, work out a plan and dramatically expand the number 
of potential candidates to fill the need. The Georgia YLD will 
promote the program through outreach and written materials to 
all Bar members. It is my hope that this program will give older 
rural attorneys and interested younger lawyers an opportunity 
to find just the right fit for them, which will help soften the blow 
of the grey wave in rural areas while assisting younger lawyers in 
finding meaningful employment at the same time. 

Succession Planning
by Sharri Edenfield

Volume 56, Issue 2 Young Lawyers Division Winter 2014
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From the YLD President

6   Georgia Bar Journal

by Sharri Edenfield

Meeting the Succession 
Plan Challenge

W riting in the May/June 2011 edi-

tion of Law Practice magazine, Marcia 

Pennington Shannon reported that an 

estimated 65 percent of equi-

ty partners in U.S. law firms 

would be reaching retirement 

age over the next decade. 

That was four years ago. 
Thus we are now in the midst 
of a period in which signifi-
cant numbers of lawyers are 
facing the challenge of how 
and when to transition their 
clients and practices to the 
next generation—if a next 
generation even exists in 
their firms.

According to Shannon, “Essentially, the challenge is 
twofold. The firm must identify and support younger 
partners as they grow into their roles of running a 
practice, and it must prepare and support the senior 
partners who will be transitioning away from their full-
time client responsibilities.” 

For solo practitioners or firms where there are no 
younger partners ready to step forward, the questions 
can be more difficult:

 What will I do with my practice when I retire?
 How do I work on a plan to phase out of my 
practice or reduce my hours without leaving my cli-

ents in a lurch?
 How can I continue 
the legacy of outstanding 
legal services in my commu-
nity that I have built over the 
years?

As I wrote in the Winter 
2014 edition of The YLD Review, 
Georgia is not immune to the 
“grey wave” descending on 
the legal profession. Attorneys 
in the baby boom generation 
have begun to retire or slow 
down in large numbers, which 
is especially worrisome in our 
small towns and rural areas. 
There are six Georgia counties 
with no lawyers at all and 60 

counties with 10 or fewer lawyers. And in seven of those 
counties, all of the existing attorneys will be at least 65 
years old within 10 years.

Older lawyers in these rural areas are often reluc-
tant to fully retire because of the lack of younger 
lawyers who can succeed them. At the same time, 

“Are you ready to take the 

first step toward a succession 

plan for your practice? 

Attorneys interested in 

participating in the program 

may download an application 

form at www.georgiayld.org.”
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new attorneys are understandably hesitant to hang 
their shingle in a small, rural town where their abil-
ity to make a living is uncertain at best. But if attor-
neys wishing to enjoy their golden years away from 
the office could somehow be matched with younger 
counterparts seeking to step into a successful practice, 
these challenges could be turned into opportunities on 
both ends.

That is why I am excited to report that the YLD 
has launched an effort to assist the growing number 
of lawyers in our state who are seeking solutions to 
the challenge of succession planning. We have joined 
forces with the law schools in Georgia on a Succession 
Planning Pilot Program to link new and recent gradu-
ates with seasoned attorneys who are working on suc-
cession plans. The program is based on a successful 
Texas model.

To begin the process, we have created a brief form 
for interested attorneys to complete, stating the char-
acteristics sought in a candidate. Your plan could 
be to attract a law student who would act as a clerk 
until he or she graduates and then transfers to your 
practice. Or you may be ready to act sooner and seek 
a recent graduate considering solo practice and look-
ing to pair with a seasoned attorney for referral work. 
Or it could be to hire an associate who could eventu-
ally take over the practice. The law schools in Georgia 
and the YLD stand ready to help you through the 
transition process.

I have already received positive feedback on 
the new program after The YLD Review article was 
published. A young lawyer in southwest Georgia 
wrote to say she wants to practice in a small town 
or rural area and is interested in the Succession Plan 
Program. She said she would be willing to commute 
up to an hour to practice in a county that is in need 
of rural services.  

Surely there are many more like her out there: ready, 
willing and able to step in, learn the ropes from an 
experienced attorney, work hard and, when the time 
comes, successfully assume leadership of the practice. I 
look forward to witnessing the results of this program 
as it starts to bear fruit.

Are you ready to take the first step toward a suc-
cession plan for your practice? Attorneys interested in 
participating in the program may download an appli-
cation form at www.georgiayld.org. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Stephanie Powell, Assistant Dean 
for Career Services at Mercer University’s Walter F. 
George School of Law, at careerservices@law.mercer.
edu or 478-301-2615. She will be happy to discuss your 
individual needs and coordinate communication with 
all Georgia law schools. 

Sharri Edenfield is the president of the Young 
Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Georgia and can 
be reached at sharri@ecbcpc.com. 
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While the State Bar of Georgia's senior leadership debated what to do, its youth launched a
solution to two opposing problems: the shortage of country lawyers and the shortage of law jobs in
cities.

The project by the bar's Young Lawyers Division (YLD), with the state's five law schools, aims to aid
senior attorneys who need younger ones to assist and ultimately take over their practices. The idea
is to link new law school graduates needing jobs with successful practicing attorneys who need
help, according to V. Sharon Edenfield of Edenfield, Cox, Bruce & Classens in Statesboro.

The Succession Planning Pilot Program is open to all Georgia law practices in any geographic
setting, she said. However, she expects it to be "especially appealing to older attorneys in smaller
cities and rural areas because those would be the places that would likely need help in finding
young lawyers."

Edenfield explained the plan Saturday in the lobby of the Brasstown Valley Resort in Young Harris
before heading back to Statesboro after the bar's board of governor's spring meeting. She said a
friend told her the program sounds like "Match.com for lawyers."

It's actually a matching service that will be provided by the law schools' career services officers with
resources already in place. Students looking for career options will contact their own career
services offices. Lawyers looking for help will contact the head matchmaker: Stephanie Powell,
assistant dean for career services at Mercer University Walter F. George School of Law. Powell will
discuss the needs of the lawyers seeking help and coordinate communication with the career
services offices of the other law schools. The YLD announced the program last week on its
website, and Powell immediately received the first call for help, Edenfield said.

Unlike other plans discussed for addressing lawyer shortages in rural areas and job shortages for
lawyers in general, the YLD plan doesn't require legislative approval or a vote from the bar's board
of governors, which could account for its relatively speedy launch.

During the meeting Saturday, the governors engaged in a lengthy and passionate debate about two
plans set forth by bar President Patrise Perkins-Hooker. One is an incubator program, in which a
total of 36 recent law graduates would work on a rotating schedule for three years at the state bar

State Bar Youth Launch Matching Service for Lawyers | Daily Report http://www.dailyreportonline.com/printerfriendly/id=1202724121907
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headquarters on Marietta Street. They would have the benefit of training and mentoring provided by
experienced attorneys. The incubator plan will be voted on at the annual meeting in June.

The other plan is the Rural Lawyers Assistance Act, in which the state government would offer
financial supplements for lawyers who locate in underserved rural areas. A bill was introduced in
the General Assembly this year, but it received no action; it remains alive for next year.

Edenfield, who started the match program, has a special perspective on Georgia's rural-urban
divide. She grew up in Statesboro, a small city in rural South Georgia, helping out around her
father's law firm: answering phones, running errands, "doing odd jobs," she said. After she
graduated from Mercer's law school, she worked for several years for two large firms in Atlanta
before returning home to join her father's firm.

She said she had learned enough from the odd jobs to know that lawyers in smaller firms in rural
areas had personal contact with clients. She missed that in the city, where young lawyers rarely
saw a client. When she returned to Statesboro, she had to learn how to do a lot of things that
lawyers in big city firms generally don't do: wills, real estate contracts, representing criminal
defendants and other smaller matters. But she had more experienced lawyers around her to teach
her. That's the idea behind the matching program as well.

The rural lawyer debate includes the question of whether a new lawyer can succeed as a solo in a
small town. But the young lawyers' solution avoids that problem. "There is no question that the
counties and communities where the participating older attorneys reside already need a lawyer and
can support a law practice," Edenfield said. "Having a sustainable law practice is the reason why
the older attorneys are looking for young lawyers to start with; they just need help finding the
potential young lawyer prospects."

Information on the program is posted on the YLD website, which also has a link to the SPP form.

Copyright 2015. ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INVESTIGATIVE PANEL 
STATE DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

FOR OPERATIONAL YEAR 2014-2015 
 

By: Laverne Lewis Gaskins, Chair 
 
 

 As Chair of the Investigative Panel, I would like to thank each Panel member for their 

long hours of very hard work in grappling with the serious issues which we have faced this year.  

The Panel must investigate and review a never-ending number of cases and does so more 

efficiently than ever. 

 The 2014-2015 Investigative Panel consisted of two lawyers from each judicial district of 

the state, six public members, and two at-large members.  The president-elect of the State Bar 

and the president-elect of the Younger Lawyers Division served as ex-officio members.  The 

Panel continued its practice of holding its monthly meetings throughout the state; this year we 

met in Columbus, Athens, Clarkesville, Jekyll Island, Atlanta, Adairsville, Cartersville, Young 

Harris and Amelia Island, Florida. 

The Bar received more requests for grievance forms this year (3,224) than last (3,192).  

The number of grievance forms returned to the Office of the General Counsel also increased.  

Last year’s figure was 1,857; this year 1,997 forms were returned for screening and further 

consideration. 

 After review by an Assistant General Counsel, 1,808 grievances were dismissed for their 

failure to state facts sufficient to invoke the jurisdiction of the State Bar.  A total of 207 

grievances contained allegations which, if true, would amount to violations of one or more of the 

Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct found at Bar Rule 4-102.  This represents an increase 

from 188 such grievances in 2014.  Each of those grievances was referred to one of the district 

Panel members for further investigation. 
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 Investigative Panel members who investigated grievances each handled numerous cases 

during the Bar year.  The Panel also set a goal of having each case reported within 180 days.  

Each case required investigation and time away from the Panel member’s law practice, all 

without compensation.  At the end of the investigation the Panel member made a report and 

recommendation to the full Panel.  Fifty seven grievances were dismissed, 19 of those with a 

letter of instruction to inform the lawyer about the Bar Rules.  One hundred and thirty-six cases 

met the “probable cause” test and were returned to the Office of the General Counsel for 

prosecution.  This represents a decrease from 151 such cases last year.  Ninety cases are still 

under consideration by the Panel, an increase from 73 such cases last year. 

 Thirty eight of the Respondents named in grievances where there was a finding of 

probable cause received confidential discipline in the form of Formal Letters of Admonition or 

Investigative Panel Reprimands.  In the more serious cases the Panel issued a Notice of 

Discipline or made a referral to the Supreme Court of Georgia for a hearing before a special 

master.   

The Investigative Panel imposed confidential discipline during 2014-2015 as follows: 

  Form of Discipline             Cases 

 Investigative Panel Reprimands   19 

 Letters of Formal Admonition   19    

Cases Dismissed with Letters of Instruction  19  

Interim Suspensions     16  

Public discipline imposed by the Supreme Court is described in the Annual Report of the Review 

Panel of the State Disciplinary Board. 
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 I would like to recognize those members of the Investigative Panel who have unselfishly 

devoted so much of their personal and professional time to this necessary task. 

They are: 

Christian J. Steinmetz, III, Savannah, District 1     

J. Maria Waters, Pooler, District 1     

John M. Stephenson, Albany, District 2       

Laverne Lewis Gaskins, Valdosta, District 2    

Open, District 3     

Donna S. Hix, Columbus, District 3     
 
Katherine K. Wood, Atlanta, District 4   

Sherry Boston, Decatur, District 4 
 
William Hickerson Thomas, Jr., Atlanta, District 5     

Karen Brown Williams, Atlanta, District 5    

Delia T. Crouch, Newnan, District 6      

Andrew J. Whalen, Griffin, District 6      

Christopher A. Townley, Rossville, District 7   

Dale Pearson Beardsley, Atlanta, District 7     

Donald W. Huskins, Eatonton, District 8    

John D. Newberry, Gray, District 8     

Ramon Alvarado, Lawrenceville, District 9    

Melody A. Glouton, Duluth, District 9  

Larry L. Smith, Augusta, District 10     

Anna Green Bolden, Winder, District 10    
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Daniel S. Reinhardt, Atlanta, At Large    
 
John G. Haubenreich, Atlanta, At Large     

 We have two ex-officio members, the president-elect of the State Bar of Georgia, Robert J. 

Kauffman, Douglasville (term expiring), and the president-elect of the Younger Lawyers Division, 

John R.B. (Jack) Long (term expiring). 

 Finally, I want to recognize and thank the six non-lawyer members appointed by the 

Supreme Court: 

  Mark A. Douglas, Decatur  

Michael A. Fuller, Macon     

  Jennifer M. Davis, Atlanta    

  Elizabeth King, Atlanta        

  Carol Fullerton, Albany     

David Richards, Stone Mountain      
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE REVIEW PANEL 

STATE DISCIPLINARY BOARD 
FOR OPERATIONAL YEAR 2014-2015 

 
By: Anthony B. Askew, Chair 

 
 

 The role of the Review Panel of the State Disciplinary Board changed effective June 13, 

1997.  Before that time, the Review Panel was charged with the responsibility of reviewing the 

complete record in all disciplinary cases that had been heard by a Special Master.  As a result of 

the changes in 1997, the Panel now hears only those cases in which the Respondent lawyer or the 

Bar asks for review.  This means that the Panel reviews fewer cases, but they are by definition 

the most contentious cases in the process. 

 The Panel has authority to make findings of fact and conclusions of law based on the 

record.  In all cases in which disciplinary violations have been found, the Panel makes a 

recommendation of disciplinary action to the Supreme Court.  The Court may follow the Panel's 

recommendation, but may also render an opinion that modifies our recommendation in some 

way. 

 In addition, the Review Panel reviews all matters of reciprocal discipline.  The Georgia 

Supreme Court amended the Bar Rules on June 9, 2004, so that the Review Panel now receives 

every case in which a Georgia lawyer has been disciplined in another jurisdiction. The Panel is 

charged with recommending the appropriate disciplinary result in Georgia. 

 At the present time, the Review Panel is a fifteen-member Panel composed of three 

lawyers from each of the three federal judicial districts in Georgia, appointed by the Supreme 

Court of Georgia, and by the President of the State Bar.  Two ex-officio members also serve on 

the Panel in their capacity as officers of the State Bar.  Four of the Panel members are non-

lawyers who were appointed by the Supreme Court.  Counsel for the Review Panel is Bridget B. 

Bagley of Atlanta. 
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The following is a brief summary of public disciplinary action taken by the Supreme 

Court of Georgia during the period from May 1, 2014, to April 30, 2015: 

 

 Form of Discipline Cases           Lawyers 

 Disbarments/Voluntary Surrenders      35     22 

 Suspensions    32     26  

 Public Reprimands      7       4 

 Review Panel Reprimands     11       8 

 

 The foregoing summary does not begin to reflect the voluminous records and important 

issues that were carefully considered by the Panel over the past year.  In addition to attending 

lengthy meetings, each Panel member must review material for each case prior to the meeting in 

order to make a fair and well-reasoned decision.  This represents a major commitment of time 

and energy on the part of each Panel member, all of whom acted with the highest degree of 

professionalism and competency during their terms. 

 At this time, I would like to recognize the members of the Panel who have unselfishly 

devoted so much of their time to the implementation of the disciplinary system of the State Bar 

of Georgia. 

 
 

Non-lawyer Members 

 Thomas C. Rounds, Sandy Springs  

 Clarence Pennie, Kennesaw    

 P. Alice Rogers, Atlanta    

 Stuart F. Sligh, Savannah    
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Lawyer Members 

Northern District: 

J. Robert Persons, Atlanta   

 Anthony B. Askew, Atlanta    

 C. Bradford Marsh, Atlanta    

  

Middle District:  

Jeffery O’Neal Monroe, Macon  

Oliver Wendell Horne, Macon   

Ralph F. Simpson, Tifton   

   

Southern District: 

 Aimee Pickett Sanders, Augusta   

Thomas R. Burnside, III, Augusta   

 Sarah Brown Akins, Savannah  

 

Ex-Officio Members 

 Charles L. Ruffin, Macon  (term expiring) 

 Darrell L. Sutton, Marietta  (term expiring) 
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PRESIDENT’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

for June 19, 2015 Board of Governors’ Meeting 

My year as President of the State Bar of Georgia is at an end.  It has been an honor 
to have served our profession in this position.  Being president was a wonderful 
opportunity to make a difference for citizens in the state, connect to local bar 
associations and encourage our members to get more involved with their State Bar 
association as well as provide Pro Bono services.  My primary focus for the past 
year was to accomplish three major objectives.  I have made significant steps to 
complete the following initiatives during my administration.  

1. Rural Lawyer Program- One of the proposals that I worked to develop and 
introduce legislation is the program which will assist Georgia citizens in 
underserved areas who do not have access to a lawyer in their county.   County 
officials in each of the six counties, which did not have a lawyer, were 
contacted from the start of this initiative.  While we were involved in this 
program, an attorney decided to open an office in Clay County one day a week.  
This resulted in only five counties without an attorney. We worked on 
developing draft rules and regulations to present to the Department of 
Community Affairs who will oversee the program.  The process to implement 
this program was an emotional, educational and eye opening experience.  The 
chance to travel to places that I had never been in Georgia and met some 
fantastic people who were very interested in and supportive of this project was 
well worth the effort.   I will never forget the faces and pleas of our poor and 
disadvantaged citizens to whom we spoke to about the need to advocate for 
legal services outside of metropolitan areas.  While the agenda was not 
advanced during this legislative session, it will be reintroduced in the next 
legislative session.  I have agreed to continue to work with this project until it is 
fully operational. 

2. iCivics- I was successful in launching the pilot program with the initial five 
school systems and we have expanded to new school systems for the 2015-2016 
school year.  This program was successful due to a tremendous partnership with 
the Young Lawyer Division.  While the committee members were determined 
to connect with the leadership in the school systems and coordinate training 
sessions for their teachers, Shiriki Cavitt worked tirelessly with young lawyers 
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to pair a volunteer attorney with each trained teacher. Thousands of students 
were exposed to Civics in a more in depth manner and teachers had resources 
they could call on if they needed someone to provide current updates.  This 
program was so successful that the State School Superintendent allowed the 
State Bar to place a link to iCivics on the state’s website and invited the State 
Bar to make an iCivics presentation at the State Teachers’ Conference in 
October. 

3.  Increasing the awareness of and relevance of the State Bar to all of our 
members- I worked diligently on numerous projects designed to accomplish this 
effort.  First I expanded opportunities for a number of people to become 
involved with State Bar committees, boards and commissions.  I then improved 
communications to all of our members.  I am pleased to report that with the 
help of our communications department and my public relations-
communications consultant extraordinaire, Stephenie Jones, the Bar was able to 
receive more positive press coverage of our activities, including highlighting 
accomplishments of our members and the activities of local bar associations. 
We had a phenomenal year of outreach and many of you expressed your 
appreciation at my efforts. We received media placements from newspapers, 
television, radio and social media.  This year’s emphasis on communications 
also extended to investing in technological enhancements to improve our old 
video conferencing, remote office interface and internal communications.  

In addition to my work on the initiatives that were planned as part of my 2014-
2015 agenda, I was also involved with completing deferred maintenance of our Bar 
Center Building, investigated the acquisition of much needed parking for our 
facility and worked with Bucky Askew to develop the state’s first Legal Incubator 
program.   

Below is a summary of the activities and events of my administration since June 
7th; and it truly has been a busy year. 

JUNE 2014 

 11th Spoke to high school students in the Justice Robert Benham Summer Law Camp 
at Georgia State Law School about what it means to be a lawyer 

 11th Attended 2014 E. Randolph Williams Pro Bono Awards Ceremony at Hunton & 
Williams 
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 11th  Attended Women in the Law Awards event at the Commerce Club 
 12th  Held initial meeting with Kyle Williams, Lamont Burwell, and Sharon Bryant on 

technology enhancements and upgrades needed at the headquarters and remote office 
facilities to improve connectivity 

 12th Represented the State Bar at the Legal Frenzy Awards Ceremony sponsored by 
Attorney General Sam Olens, the State Bar, and YLD officers 

 12th Served as speaker for American Constitutional Law Society’s Pro Bono Service 
Reception for Summer Interns 

 13th Spent time at the State Bar Center, interviewing with a reporter and participating 
in a group tour of the potential purchase sites; coordinating project updates and 
participating in various meetings 

 16th Participated in bi-weekly iCivics Implementation Committee telephone 
conferences 

 17th Served as luncheon speaker at Augusta Bar Association’s monthly meeting 
 17th  Participated on conference call regarding AOC audit request from DOR 
 19th Met with Stacey Abrams on NOW accounts for State Bar members  
 20th  Traveled to Wilmington, NC for North Carolina Bar Association Annual Meeting 

and the Installation of the new Bar President Catharine Biggs Arrowood;  
 20th Dined with NC Past Presidents at their Annual Meeting; and attended 

the Inauguration dinner at the North Carolina Bar Association 
 22nd Attended VIP Reception for the opening of the Center for Civil and Human 

Rights- State Bar has 2 annual passes.  Gave one pass to Sharon Bryant for the staff. 
 23rd Spoke at the closing ceremonies for Justice Robert Benham Summer Law Camp 

at King & Spalding. 
 26th Spoke at the Swearing in Ceremony for New Lawyers in Fulton County 
 27th Spent the day at the State Bar Center working on projects and in meetings 
 28th Attended GABWA Glitter Gala where the State Bar sponsored a table 
 30th Participated in an iCivics Implementation Committee telephone conference 

JULY 2014 

 3rd Participated in an iCivics Implementation Committee telephone conferences 
 3rd Interviewed by WSB-TV’s Jocelyn Dorsey, Editorial Director for People to 

People television program at the State Bar Center 
 3rd Met with staff about pending stationery, technology and other projects 
 7th Hosted a luncheon meeting with all State Bar staff to introduce Jeff Davis on his 

1st official day of work 
 8th Held lunch meeting with the Social Studies Coordinator for the Atlanta Public 

Schools (APS) to discuss logistics for APS’ participation in the iCivics program 
 9th Met  with Laz Parking working group to review title work for sites 
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 10th Attended Women in the Profession Section of the Atlanta Bar Achievement 
Award at the Capital City Club 

 10th Met with Steve Gotlieb at Atlanta Legal Aid to discuss ALA programs and 
support for the same 

 10th Met with Shaun Owens, Social Studies Coordinator for Georgia Department of 
Education re iCivics 

 14th interviewed with Fulton County Television (FGTV) at the State Bar Center 
 15th  Participated in an iCivics Implementation Committee Telephone conference 
 15th Met with Governor Deal and key staff members about the unmet need for legal 

services in 6 counties 
 16th  Met to discuss Georgia Appleseed initiative at State Bar Center 
 17th Participated in Georgia Bar Foundation Grant Awards Committee Meeting 
 17th Interviewed by Rolling Out magazine 
 18th Spent time the State Bar Center working on various projects and in meetings with 

Paula Frederick on Office of General Counsel issues and Thomas Worthy on legislative 
issues 

 18th Had dinner with Justice Harris and Helen Hines  
 22nd Conducted Committee and Section Chair Orientation over lunch at the State Bar 

Center 
 23rd Had breakfast with Economic Development attorneys re: project to secure lawyers 

in six counties project 
 25th Spent the day at the State Bar Center.  Met with GLSP on 2014 Campaign.   
 Spoke at YLD Committee Chair Orientation 
 25th Interviewed with a reporter from the Atlanta Business Chronicle 
 25th Hosted a reception for the National Bar Association’s Board of Governors at the 

State Bar Center 
 26-30th Attended various events, luncheons and award ceremonies at the NBA Annual 

Meeting at the Marriott Marquis 
 28th Participated in an iCivics Implementation Committee Telephone conference 
 29th Attended APS iCivics Training Session for APS teachers 
 29th Had lunch with Justice Melton and Ryan Teague for introductions and a 

discussion on State Bar projects 

AUGUST 2014 

 4th Attended Cobb County Chamber of Commerce Breakfast as a guest of Justice and 
Helen Hines to hear the Executive Director of ARC speak 

 6th Met with City Hall officials about our request for a U-Turn and traffic related 
issues on Marietta Street 
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 7 – 10th Attended National Council of Bar Presidents at the Annual Meeting of the ABA 
in Boston, MA 

 12th Attended Law Related Education Committee meeting to update the committee on 
the new iCivics pilot program 

 12th Met with Fulton County Daily Reporter Kate Brumback 
 14th Attended a reception for Emory University’s new law students at Miller Ward 

House to give greetings 
 15th Served as keynote speaker at Emory University New Law Student Orientation on 

Professionalism 
 15th Held meetings with Thomas Worthy and Rusty Sewell on legislative issues.   
 Met with technology enhancement team about the status of the upgrade proposals and to 

finalize recommendations for the Executive Committee. 
 16th Attended Luncheon for Dr. Valarie Montgomery Rice, New President of 

Morehouse School of Medicine 
 17th Attended interment services for Harvey Weitz in Savannah 
 19th Attended Gate City and Multibar Judicial Reception at King & Spalding. 
 20th Attended UPL Briefing and meeting with State Bar Staff 
 22nd Chaired Executive Committee at State Bar Headquarters 
 23rd Keynote Speaker for GABWA-Columbus Chapter, Columbus and Fountain City 

Bar Associations’  Leadership Program in Columbus, GA 
 26th Attended Civil Legal Services Task Force Meeting to discuss Rural Lawyer 

Program 
 28th Lunch meeting with Chief Justice Thompson to update him on State Bar’s 

activities 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

 3rd  Breakfast meeting with Fulton County Superior Court Judges to discuss a court 
project 

 5th and 6th Presided over Executive Committee Planning Retreat in Tifton, GA.  Held 
a reception with the Tift County Bar Association and one with the President of ABAC 

 8th iCivics training held in Columbus, GA for Muscogee and Harris County School 
Systems 

 9th Attended Diversity Awards Presentation of the Multi-bar Leadership Council at 
Hall, Sullivan & Booth law firm 

 11th Attended reception sponsored by GABWA-Savannah Chapter and the Port City 
Bar Associations. Luncheon Speaker for Savannah Bar Association 

 12th Met with Chair of International Law Committee; attended Bar Center Committee 
meeting; worked in President’s office for the rest of the day. 

 15th Attended Communications and Cornerstone of Freedom Committee meeting. 
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 16th Attended Advisory Committee on Legislation meeting and Access to Justice 
Committee Meeting. 

 18th Luncheon speaker at monthly meeting of the Columbus Bar Association; visited 
Chattahoochee County re: rural lawyers project; co-hosted GABWA meeting at State Bar 
Center 

 19th Luncheon speaker at the monthly meeting of the Macon Bar Association  
 22nd Chatham County School System iCivics training 
 24th Addressed attendees at the Georgia Diversity Luncheon held at the State Bar 

Center 
 25th Attended Cook-out at Bill Smith’s house in Unicoi, GA  
 26th Met with Bucky Askew about the Incubator Program; attended Chief Justice’s 

Commission on Professionalism meeting; worked in the President’s office for the rest of 
the day. 

 30th Attended Law and Ethics luncheon at Ga Tech; participated in conference call 
about SEC regulations impacting State Bar investment accounts; attended Atlanta 
Business League’s Breakfast and Luncheon Awards programs. 

OCTOBER 2014 

 3rd Worked in the President’s office; attended a luncheon meeting with General 
Counsel 

 7th Georgia Legal Services Program Champions Justice Recognition 
 9th Speaker at the Boy Scout’s Whitney Young Banquet 
 10th -13th Attended Southern Conference of Bar Presidents Meeting in USVI 
 17th  Worked in the President’s office. 
 22nd Speaker at the GAWBA Leadership Academy Graduation 
 24th Executive Committee meeting; worked in the President’s office. 
 25th Speaker at NewRoc Elementary, Rockdale County, GA 
 30th- Nov. 1st Presided over Board of Governors’ Fall Meeting and attended related 

committee meetings. 

NOVEMBER 2014 

 1st  Board of Governors meeting in Jekyll Island, Georgia 
 3rd  Attended Henry County Bar Association to support the presentation on the      

   History of the Bar by Linton Johnson 
 3rd Hosted dinner for Commander Pede at the request of the Military and Veterans     

Committee 
 7th Career Day Speaker at Whitefoord Elementary School; Spoke to john Marshall 

Law School’s 1st year Ethics Seminar and worked the remaining portion of the day in the 
President’s office at the State Bar. 
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 8th Spoke at the Georgia Defense Lawyer’s CLE Conference in Brasstown Valley 
 14th Traveled to meet with Commission Chair in Glascock County, GA; Spoke to 

Women’s Business Forum sponsored by Greenberg Traurig 
 18th Attended meeting on Incubator Project 
 19th Met with Milton Little about the State Bar of Georgia’s participation in the United 

Way Campaign throughout the state 
 20th Attended Special Macon Bar Association Meeting to present awards to 

distinguished lawyers 
 21st Drove to and attended meeting with Webster County Commission Chair on Rural 

Lawyer Assistance Program; Provided Keynote address for BASICS graduation 
ceremonies 

 25th  Attended Visitation for Kirk McAlpin at his daughter’s home in Atlanta on behalf 
of the State Bar of Georgia. 

DECEMBER 2014 

 3rd Attended Georgia Land Title Luncheon 
 4th Attended State Bar Advisory Committee on Legislation 
 5th Met with Attorney General Sam Olens on Legal Food Frenzy Kickoff 
 5th Participated in Mass Swearing In Activities for Fulton County; Attended YLD 

Leadership Academy Alumni Luncheon; Worked in the President’s office for the 
remainder of the day 

 6th Attended Urban League of Greater Atlanta Women of Empowerment Award 
Banquet 

 7th Guest Speaker for League of Women Voter’s Holiday Party 
 10th Drove to Baker County to meet with County Commission Chair regarding Rural 

Lawyer Assistance Program 
 11th Spoke at YLD Women in the Profession Luncheon program at the Swan House 
 12th Flew to Valdosta to be the speaker for their monthly luncheon 
 17th Lunch with Wayne Curtis of the Fulton County Daily Report, Met with members 

of the Cobb County Delegation in Marietta 
 18th Speaker at Counsel on Call CLE 
 19th Worked in President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters 
 20 to January 5th Holiday and Vacation 

JANUARY 2015 

 5th Briefing meeting with Atlanta BOG Delegates 
 6th  Briefing meeting with  Savannah Bar Association 
 8th-10th Presided over Midyear Meeting of the Board of Governors 
 13th Attended Civil Legal Services Task Force meeting 
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 14th Dinner with the Chair of the Advisory Committee on Legislation to review the 
State Bar’s legislative package 

 15th Attended Swearing In of Judge Lem Ming at the Supreme Court. Attended 
GABWA Officer Installation at the State Bar Center 

 16th Worked in President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters.  Attended the 
Programs Committee meeting 

 20th Participated in a conference planning call for Globalization of the Law Seminar at 
the National Conference of Bar Presidents. Attended Gate City Bar Association’s Officer 
Installation ceremonies 

 28th Presided over Executive Committee meeting at the National Center for Civil and 
Human Rights.  Attended the annual dinner with the judges of the Court of Appeals. 
Taped presentation for Transition into the Practice class 

 29th Visited the State Capitol for a picture with the attorney state legislators 
 30th Worked in the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters.  Attended 

Program Committee meeting. Attended Commission on Professionalism meeting. 
Participated in iCivics committee conference call. 

FEBRUARY 2015 

 2nd  Attended Law Related Education Committee meeting 
 3rd Met with Bucky Askew regarding the Incubator project. Attended the Emory 

Public Interest Law Committee (EPIC) Awards program. 
 4th Attended the Chief Justice’s State of the Judiciary speech and the luncheon with 

state legislators afterward 
 5th -7th Attended the ABA Midyear meeting in Houston, TX 
 10th Attended the State Bar Investment Committee meeting 
 12th Attended the Finance Committee meeting which determined the recommendation 

for a dues increase 
 13th Worked in the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters 
 17th Met with Commissioner Knowles at DCA. Attended Justice Benham Community 

Service Awards program to greet attendees 
 19h Spoke at Georgia Public Broadcast about the Rural Lawyers Program.  Served as 

the speaker for the Dekalb Lawyers Association’s 30th Anniversary Dinner. 
 20th Worked at the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters. Spoke at the 

Gwinnett County Bar Association’s luncheon meeting. Interviewed candidates for 
Strategic Plan Consultant 

 21th  Attended NACA Chinese New Year Celebration 
 24th – 28th Traveled to Brazil and Argentina with State Bar Optional Trip 
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MARCH 2015 

 1st -5th Continuation of State Bar Optional Trip 
 6th Worked on South American Trip post follow up 
 12th Attended Atlanta Superwoman Awards Reception 
 13th Worked in the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters. Spoke at Cecil B, 

Day Ethics program.at Georgia Tech. Attended swearing in for Judge Holmes in Cobb 
County 

 17th Meeting with Chief Justice Thompson to discuss plans for the Supreme Court-
State Bar Retreat 

 18th Met with State School Superintendent to discuss the iCivics program.  Dinner 
with members of the Senate Judiciary Committees  

 19th Dinner with members of the House Judiciary Committees 
 20th  Worked at the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters.  Met with 

Executive Director 
 26th Speaker for North Fulton County Bar Association Diner 
 27th- 28th Attended Supreme Court-State Bar Retreat in Ashville, NC 
 30th Attended Symposium on the Magna Carta to give greetings 

APRIL 2015 

 3rd Worked in the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters 
 10th -11th Traveled to and attended the National Black Women Lawyers Association 

Conference in Chicago, Illinois to accept a Trailblazer Award 
 15th Briefed Atlanta Circuit members about the agenda for the Board of Governors’ 

Meeting.  Savannah members attended the briefing. 
 16th Speaker for Gamma Lambda Chapter, Pi Sigma Alpha, national political science 

honor society induction and luncheon 
 17th to 18th Traveled to Brasstown Valley for Spring Meeting of the Board of 

Governors.  Attended the Board of Trustees meeting for ICLE.  Hosted workshop on the 
Incubator Project. Chaired Board of Governors meeting on the 18th. 

 20th Attended Emory Law School’s Diversity in the Law Program 
 21st  Participated in State Bar Law Day Celebration gave greeting to student attendees; 

Attended Georgia Appleseed’s 10th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 
 23rd  Attended the 50th Anniversary of Swift Currie 
 24th Worked at the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters. Speaker for 

GWAL Leadership Academy 
 25th Participant on Georgia Tech Women’s Leadership Conference Panel of Firsts 
 29th Speaker for Doughtery County Bar Association’s Monthly Meeting 
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MAY 2015 

 1st Worked at the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters. Law Day speaker 
for Forsyth County Bar Association 

 2nd Interviewed by Girls can B.com. 
 6th to 9th Traveled to Toronto with LINK Trip participants 
 12th Attended Gate City Bar Association’s Tradition of Excellence Breakfast. 

Attended Rural Lawyer Program Committee meeting.  Attended Justice Taking Root 
Awards Benefit for the Southern Law Center 

 14th  Attended YWCA Awards Luncheon and GAPABA Annual Awards Gala 
 15th Chaired Executive Committee Meeting 
 16th Spoke at GABWA Judicial and Political Office Academy.  Volunteered at Gate 

City Bar Association’s Law Clinic at Greenbriar Mall.  Attended the 10th Anniversary of 
the Police Foundation Gala 

 19th Participated on Legal Frenzy Award Winners Telephone Conference. Attended 
Installation ceremonies for Harold Franklin at Atlanta Bar Association’s Luncheon. 

 22nd Worked at the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters.  Met with 
Executive Director and Chair of International Committee to discuss hosting the 2020 
International Conference. Participated in planning and logistics meeting for Celebration 
for Civil Rights Milestones Event 

 23rd Speaker at John Marshall Law School’s Graduation Ceremonies 
 28th Participation in iCivics Steering Committee meeting. Attended Emory Law 

School’s Annual Judicial Reception and Diversity Celebration. 
 29th Worked at the President’s Office. Provided greetings at Military Symposium 

hosted at State Bar Center.  Attended the Urban League of Greater Atlanta’s Luncheon. 
Attended the Gate City Bar Association’s Justice Robert Benham Summer Camp Kick 
Off. 

JUNE 2015 

  2nd Interviewed Civil Rights Celebration Panelists. Speaker for GAWL;s Columbus 
Chapter’s Annul Judicial Reception 

 3rd Participated in Celebration of Civil Rights Milestones at the National Center for 
Civil and Human Rights and the State Bar of Georgia Center. 

 5th Worked at the President’s Office at the State Bar Headquarters, winding down my 
Bar year.  Served as the Lawyer for a Day for the Justice Robert Benham Law Camp.  

 9th Attended C.T. Vivian Civil Rights Program at Jones Day Law Firm 
 11th Attended Commitment to Equality Awards at the National Center for Civil and 

Human Rights sponsored by the Committee to Promote Diversity 
 12th Spoke at Swearing In Ceremony for New Lawyers 
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 14th Attended Gate City Bar Association’s Law Day Celebration at Cascade United 
Methodist Church 

 19th to 20th Presided over June Board of Governors’ Meeting of the State Bar Association 
and attended June 20th Annual Meeting. 

Major Milestones and Accomplishments: 

 Represented the State Bar at numerous bar association meetings.   
 Held a successful orientation for new committee and section leaders. 
 Hosted the National Bar Association Board of Governors at a reception held in the State 

Bar Center.  
 Successfully kicked off the iCivics program pilot in five school systems and completed 

training for the Atlanta Public Schools System, Chatham, Muscogee and Harris County 
School Systems.  

 Worked to improve and update the technology used by the State Bar for conferencing 
with remote offices.   

 Initiated demolition of the 5th floor and reviewed plans to make the 5th floor rentable.  
 Worked with the Communications Department to increase its public outreach and 

publication success with newspaper articles placed around the state.  
 Worked to identify and disseminate information to minority papers throughout the state. 
 Published an RFP for a Communications Consultant to help develop PSAs for use with 

mobile and social media outlets 
 Helped orient and support the new Executive Director.  
 Responded to all inquiries from members and encouraged adoption of a customer service 

mentality when addressing the inquiries of members and citizens. 
 Responded to invitations from bar associations to speak. 
 Paid final respect to long term Board of Governors’ member Harvey Weitz at his funeral 

and attended the visitation for Past President Kirk McAlpin. 
 Helped coordinate due diligence efforts on potential purchase site and executed Purchase 

and Sale Agreement for the same to obtain additional parking. 
 Worked to support creation of the Incubator Project as a bar program in combination with 

the five law schools throughout the state. 
 Met with local county officials in Chattahoochee, Glascock, Webster and Baker Counties 

about Rural Lawyer’s Program. Drafted legislation to establish the Rural Lawyer 
Assistance Program. 

 Submitted congratulatory articles and letters to the editors about good works of attorneys 
throughout the state. 

 Worked to promote international affiliations with Spain, Brazil and Argentina. 
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 Initiated the idea to develop a Strategic Plan for the State Bar of Georgia based upon the 
work of the Long Range Planning Committee and published an RFP to solicit the services 
of a consultant to facilitate the process. 

 Worked to promote the historic election and appointment of Judge Lim and Judge Bucci. 
 Had a successful legislative agenda that included judicial salary increases. 
 Hosted a productive retreat with the justices of the Supreme Court. 
 Held all of the Board of Governors and Executive Committee meetings I planned in 

Georgia. 
 Celebrated the involvement of over 125 Georgia lawyers in the Civil Rights movement, 

or fight for equality and integration efforts for African American citizens. 
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Operations and Bar Center

2014-15 Actual YTD 2014-15 Budget 2014-15
Activity Net Dues # Memb. Amount % of Bud # Memb. Amount

Active $248 37,423 $9,131,403 98.7% 37,300 $9,250,400
Inactive $124 8,683 $1,099,223 102.8% 8,625 $1,069,500
Associates $100 21 $2,150 107.5% 20 $2,000
Foreign Legal Cnslt $248 7 $1,736 140.0% 5 $1,240
Students $0 152 $0 0.0% 100 $0
Emeritus $0 1,572 $0 0.0% 1,450 $0
Late Fees $284,485 129.3% $220,000
Prior Years Dues $7,544 125.7% $6,000
 Total License & Dues 46,286 $10,526,541 99.8% 46,050 $10,549,140

Bar Center Revenue $3,274,081 92.8% $3,529,175
Alloc. Section Fees $111,795 99.4% $112,482

CSF Expense Reimb. $60,833 83.3% $73,000

Advertising & Sales $78,320 64.1% $122,200

Membership Income $140,430 57.9% $242,500

Interest Income $60,262 120.5% $50,000

Miscellaneous $2,332 77.7% $3,000

Total Revenue $14,254,594 97.1% $14,681,497

Total Expenses $12,423,092 81.6% $15,223,212

      Net Gain (Loss) $1,831,502 ($541,715)

Board Designated Amounts (Excluding Sections, and Restricted Funds)

Operating Reserve $2,750,000
Bar Center Reserve 2,000,000
Litigation Reserve 250,000

Total $5,000,000

Surplus (Cash Basis) 6/30/14
Operations $528,431

Bar Center $7,305,701

Total Reserves and Surplus $12,834,132

State Bar of Georgia Consolidated Revenues and Expenditures as of April 30, 2015
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State Bar of Georgia
Income Statement YTD - Operations Only
For the Ten Months Ending April 30, 2015

YTD Actual Annual Budget Ytd % of
Bud

Revenues
Dues - Active $ 9,133,139 $ 9,250,400 98.73
Dues - Inactive 1,099,223 1,069,500 102.78
Dues - Misc. Types 2,150 3,240 66.36
Dues - Late Fees 292,029 226,000 129.22

Total Dues & Licenses 10,526,541 10,549,140 99.79
Section Expense Reimb. 111,795 111,795 100.00
CSF Expense Reimb. 60,833 73,000 83.33
Advertising and Sales 78,320 122,200 64.09
Membership Income 79,430 92,500 85.87
Pro Hac Vice Admissions 237,675 150,000 158.45
Pro Hac Vice GBF Contra Acct (176,675) 0 0.00
Savannah Misc Income 1,650 0 0.00
Interest Income 60,262 50,000 120.52
Miscellaneous Revenues 682 3,000 22.73

Total Revenues 10,980,513 11,151,635 98.47

Expenses
Administration 1,578,534 2,008,782 78.58
Management Info Systems 386,046 481,076 80.25
General Counsel 2,911,141 3,633,474 80.12
Consumer Assistance Pgm. 452,764 551,242 82.14
Communications 805,024 1,399,461 57.52
Fee Arbitration 369,853 494,683 74.77
Law Related Education 197,744 247,206 79.99
Law Practice Management 351,234 426,202 82.41
Coastal Georgia Office 186,322 197,264 94.45
South Georgia Office 150,532 169,035 89.05
Younger Lawyers Division 353,341 432,333 81.73
Unauthorized Practice of Law 611,481 757,145 80.76
Standards of the Profession 165,500 192,646 85.91
High School Mock Trial 101,774 123,108 82.67
Sections 84,170 111,795 75.29
Lawyer's Assistance Pgm 45,833 55,000 83.33
Pro Bono 176,847 212,216 83.33
Fastcase 154,891 190,000 81.52
Officers' Expenses 81,899 148,786 55.04
BASICS Program Contribution 140,000 140,000 100.00
Resource Center Contribution 110,332 110,332 100.00
Military/Vets Pro Bono 85,006 102,008 83.33
Other Expenses 229,722 512,206 44.85

Total Expenses 9,729,990 12,696,000 76.64

Net Income $ 1,250,523 $ (1,544,365) (80.97)
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Revenues and Expenditures - Executive Summary
For the Ten Months Ended April 30, 2015

Budget
Activity Actual % Budget FY 14

Income and Cash Receipts
CCLC Contribution $1,308,195 109.0% $1,200,000
Interest Income $13,790 137.9% $10,000
Member Assessment $301,867 104.1% $290,000
Room Rentals and Various Charges $22,115 79.6% $27,800
Parking Revenues $203,223 83.7% $242,753
Rental Income $944,302 79.9% $1,181,915
Operating Budget Transfer $480,589 83.3% $576,707
 Total Income and Cash Receipts $3,274,081 92.8% $3,529,175

Expenses and Cash Disbursements
Building Rehabilitation $612,918 2451.7% $25,000
Conference Floor Renovations $0 0.0% $20,000
Tenant Improvements $93,728 187.5% $50,000
Furniture and Equipment $6,123 52.1% $11,750
Architect and Design $11,657 0.0% $0
Median and Landscaping $0 0.0% $5,000
Woodrow Wilson Exhibit and Law Museum $1,904 38.1% $5,000
President's Conference Room $0 0.0% $7,500
Law Related Education $43,750 82.5% $53,000
Conference Center Operating Expenses $493,317 118.8% $415,124
Third Floor Contingency $21,175 84.7% $25,000
Building Operating Expenses $1,144,496 67.2% $1,703,416
Parking Deck Operating Expenses $188,616 80.9% $233,281
Legal, Due Diligence and Closing Fees $75,418 0.0% $0
 Total Expenses and Cash Disbursements $2,693,102 105.4% $2,554,071

      Net Cash Flow $580,979 $975,104

State Bar of Georgia - Bar Center

YTD 4/30/15
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5/22/2015 Through April 30 2015

State Bar of Georgia
Summary of Dues and Voluntary Contributions

Total Number of Members at
   Apr 30 of prev Bar year (active and inactive) 45,133 44,044 42,858

Dues Season Dues Season Dues Season
 May Through  May Through  May Through

April April April
Dues 2015 2014 2013

Active - Number Paid 37,430 36,719 35,768

Inactive - Number Paid 8,683 8,414 8,276

Total Number Paid 46,113 45,133 44,044

Percent Paid 102.17% 102.47% 102.77%

Total Amount Paid - Active and Inactive 10,250,932 9,947,271 9,548,492

Georgia Legal Services

Number Paid 2,308 2,222 2,332

Percent of Total Members Paid as of March 28 5.01% 4.92% 5.29%

Amount Paid 255,713 241,362 244,707

Average Amount Paid 111$ 109$ 105$

Legislative

Number Paid 6,766 7,333 7,417

Percent of Total Members Paid as of March 28 14.67% 16.25% 16.84%

Amount Paid 640,505 691,736 685,283

Average Amount Paid 95$ 94$ 92$

Projected 2014-15 Dues Year Totals Based Upon The Current Participation
Percentages (Note: Participation Usually Decreases For Members Who Pay Later):

Georgia Legal Services 257,000$

Legislative 640,000$

Contribution Amounts by Dues Year GLSP Legislative
(May 1 - April 30)

2013 - 2014 241,362$ 691,736$ $100 Contribution

2012 - 2013 244,707$ 685,283$ $100 Contribution

2011 - 2012 240,678$ 656,254$ $100 Contribution

2010 - 2011 241,772$ 657,526$ $100 Contribution

2009 - 2010 235,276$ 650,806$ $100 Contribution

2008 - 2009 249,480$ 660,570$ $100 Contribution

2007 - 2008 264,255$ 1,235,022$ $100 Contribution

2006 - 2007 295,646$ 802,482$ $100 Contribution

2005 - 2006 751,762$ 159,480$ $25 Contribution

2004 - 2005 170,210$ 273,613$ $20 Contribution
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State Bar of Georgia
Balance Sheet
April 30, 2015

ASSETS - Current Assets

Total Cash & Short-Term Investments 16,248,134

Investment - Merrill Lynch 3,806,494
Investment - Fidelity 9
Investment - Georgia Banks 1,253,318

Total  Long-Term Investments 5,059,821

Accounts Receivable 49,365
Accrued Interest Receivable 9,392
Due from Related Orgs/Emp (200,241)
Prepaid Expenses 512,367
Bar Center Prepaid Expenses 20,070

Total Other Assets 390,953

Total  Current Assets 21,698,908

Fixed Assets
Furniture & Equipment 5,130,057
Bar Center 26,568,177
Accum. Depreciation (16,738,639)

Total  Fixed Assets 14,959,595

Total Assets $ 36,658,503

LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL
Accounts Payable $ 188,058
Other Current Liabilities 918,325
Vacation & Pers Day Accrual 423,255
Due to Client Security Fund 2,757,075
Deferred Income 34,153
C&W - Cushman Accounts Payable 39,347
BC-Accrued Expenses 26,263
C&W - Deferred Rent Income 22,300

Total Current Liabilities 4,408,776

Total Long Term Liabilities 0

Fund Balances - Beg. of Year

Total Fund Balances - Beg. of Year 29,905,791

YTD Activity 2,343,942

Total Liabilities & Capital $ 36,658,509
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MOTION 
 
 

1. That the President be authorized to secure a blanket fidelity bond to cover 
all officers, employees and other persons handling State Bar funds as is 
required by Article V, Section 8 of the Bylaws. 

 
2. That the State Bar of Georgia and related entities open appropriate 

accounts with such banks in Georgia, but excluding any bank that does not 
participate in the IOLTA Program, and other such depositories as may be 
recommended by the Finance Committee, and designated by the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Governors of the State Bar of Georgia, and that 
the persons whose titles are listed below are authorized to sign an 
agreement to be provided by such banks and customary signature cards, 
and that the said banks are hereby authorized to pay or otherwise honor 
any check drafts, or other orders issued from time to time for debit to said 
accounts when signed by two of the following:  the Treasurer, the 
Secretary, the President, the Immediate Past President, the President Elect, 
the Executive Director, the Office Manager and the General Counsel 
provided either the President, the Secretary or the Treasurer shall sign all 
checks or vouchers and that said accounts can be reconciled from time to 
time by said persons or their designees.  The authority herein given is to 
remain irrevocable so as said banks are concerned until they are notified in 
writing of such revocation of authority and in writing, acknowledge receipt 
thereof. 

 
3. That (to be determined) be designated as the independent auditing firm to 

audit the financial records of the State Bar of Georgia for the fiscal year 
2014-2015. 
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State Bar of Georgia
2016 Election Schedule (proposed)

2015

August 14 Deadline for submission of election schedule for publication in October issue 
Georgia Bar Journal

October Official Election Notice, October Issue Georgia Bar Journal

December 1 Nominating petition package mailed to incumbent Board of Governors 
Members and other members who request a package

2016

January Nomination of Officers at Midyear Board Meeting (date to be announced)

January 29 Deadline for receipt of nominating petitions for incumbent Board Members
including incumbent nonresident (out of state) members

Feb 26 Deadline for receipt of nominating petitions for new Board Members 
including new nonresident (out of state) members

March 11 Deadline for write-in candidates for Officer to file a written statement (not less 
than 10 days prior to mailing of ballots (Article VII, Section 1 (c))

March 11 Deadline for write-in candidates for Board of Governors to file a written 
statement (not less than 10 days prior to mailing of ballots (Article VII, Section 
2 (c))

March 28 Ballots mailed

April 29 11:59 p.m. Deadline for ballots to be cast in order to be valid

May 5 Election service submits results to the Elections Committee

May 12 Election results reported and made available
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  Office of the General Counsel 
Lawyers Serving the Public and the Justice System 

 
GENERAL COUNSEL  ATTORNEYS 
Paula J. Frederick  William P. Smith III 
  Jenny K. Mittelman 
  John J. Shiptenko 
  Jonathan Hewett 
  Rebecca A. Hall 
  A.M. Christina Petrig 
  William J. Cobb 
  Wolanda Shelton 
  William D. Nesmith III 

 

 
104 Marietta St. NW, Suite 100 · Atlanta, GA 30303-2743 · 404-527-8720 · Fax 404-527-8744 · www.gabar.org 

May 28, 2015 
 
 

TO:  Executive Committee; Board of Governors 
FROM: Bill NeSmith, Office of the General Counsel 
RE:  Proposed Amendment to Rule 1-205, Chapter 2 - Membership and    
  Rule 1-304, Chapter 3 - Board of Governors 
 
 The purpose of the proposed change to Rule 1-205 is to clarify where a member of the 
State Bar is to be considered as his or her residence for State Bar, election and voting purposes.  
For example, a lawyer may live in or on the boarder of one county in a particular judicial circuit, 
but all of his or her work experience is in another judicial circuit, with little or no involvement in 
the judicial circuit where the lawyer’s home is located. 
 
 The purpose of the proposed change to Rule 1-304 is to ensure that anyone seeking 
election as a member of the Board of Governors be a member of the State Bar, and in good 
standing, which was not a requirement in the current rule.  Also, the proposed change to 
subsection (e) would eliminate the wording about nonresident board members, simplifying the 
Rule.  There are changes to include both genders in the wording of the Rule. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      William D. NeSmith, III 
      Deputy General Counsel 
 



122

Proposed amendment to Rules 1-205 and Rule 1-304 of the State Bar of Georgia. 

 

Rule 1-205.  Bar of Judicial Circuit 

Each member in good standing who is a resident of this State shall be considered a member of 
the bar of the judicial circuit in which his or /her official bar mail is delivered.  or her principal 
office for the practice of law is located, or, at his or her election, the circuit in which As an 
exception, a member may elect to be a member of the circuit of his/her residence or where their 
actual office is located. he or she resides, or if he or she has no office, the circuit in which he or 
she resides or last resided. 

 

Rule 1-304  Election of Members of Board of Governors 

The State Bar of Georgia shall, in its bylaws, establish the term of office and the method of 
election of the members of the Board of Governors representing judicial circuits and nonresident 
members.  Such method of election shall ensure that: 

(a) the election will be by secret written or secure electronic ballot; 

(b) each active member of the State Bar of Georgia, in good standing, and in conjunction 
with a specified number of other active members in good standing, will have the right, upon 
compliance with reasonable conditions, to nominate a candidate from his or her judicial circuit 
(or candidates in circuits electing more than one member of the Board of Governors in such 
election) whose name will be placed on the ballot for his circuit; 

(c) each active member of the State Bar of Georgia in good standing, residing outside of the 
State, in conjunction with a specified number of other active nonresident members in good 
standing, will have the right, upon compliance with reasonable conditions, to nominate a 
candidate from the active members in good standing of the State Bar of Georgia residing outside 
of the State; 

(d) any nominating petition shall bear or be accompanied by a statement signed by the 
nominee indicating his or her willingness to serve if elected; 

(e) a ballot for his or her judicial circuit will be mailed to each active resident member in 
good standing, and a ballot will be mailed to each active nonresident member in good standing in 
ample time for the member to cast the ballot before the time fixed for the election.  The ballot 
will contain the information required by the bylaws.  the case of election of nonresident board 
member, having printed thereon the names of all qualified nominees for such circuit or 
nonresident post and space for a write-in vote in ample time for the member to cast the ballot 
before the time fixed for the election.  In lieu of a written ballot, a secure electronic ballot, which 
meets the requirements above, may be provided to members; 

(f) each nominee shall be entitled to have at least one observer present at the counting of the 
written ballots from his or her judicial circuit; and, 
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(g) any change in the geographical limits of a judicial circuit or circuits shall automatically 
terminate the terms of all members elected to the Board of Governors, accordingly in such 
manners as the bylaws may provide.  In the event the geographical limits of a circuit are changed 
after the notices of election have been distributed to the members of the State Bar of Georgia, 
then and in that event, the terms of the members of the Board of Governors from such circuits 
will remain as they were before the change in geographical limits until the election of the Board 
of Governors to be held the following year.  
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  Office of the General Counsel 
Lawyers Serving the Public and the Justice System 

 
GENERAL COUNSEL  ATTORNEYS 
Paula J. Frederick  William P. Smith III 
  Jenny K. Mittelman 
  John J. Shiptenko 
  Jonathan Hewett 
  Rebecca A. Hall 
  A.M. Christina Petrig 
  William J. Cobb 
  Wolanda Shelton 
  William D. Nesmith III 

 

 
104 Marietta St. NW, Suite 100 · Atlanta, GA 30303-2743 · 404-527-8720 · Fax 404-527-8744 · www.gabar.org 

May 28, 2015 
 

TO:   Executive Committee; Board of Governors  
FROM:  Bill NeSmith, Office of the General Counsel  
RE:   Proposed Amendment to Part VII. Lawyer Assistance Program; Chapter 3.  
  Procedures; Rule 7-303. Confidentiality.  
  Proposed Amendment to Part VII. Lawyer Assistance Program; Chapter 3.  
  Procedures; Rule 7-305. Emergency Suspension  
 
 The reason for the proposed change to Rule 7-303, is because the Lawyers Assistance 
Program is planning to begin operating a Peer Support Program.  As such, the LAP Committee 
has requested this Rule change to clarify the obligations of the lawyers that have volunteered to 
help with the Peer Support Program, particularly confidentiality.  
 
 The purpose of the proposed change to Rule 7-305, is also to clarify the obligations of the 
lawyers that have volunteered to help with the Peer Support Program, by having the rule 
specifically state that the confidential information garnered by a volunteer in the Peer Support 
Group network cannot be used as evidence against an impaired lawyer.  
 
 These rule changes are meant to foster openness by an impaired lawyer earnestly seeking 
help with a mental health or substance abuse problem to be honest with a Peer Group volunteer.  
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
      William D. NeSmith, III  
      Deputy General Counsel 
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Proposed Amendment to Part VII Lawyer Assistance Program; Chapter 3 
Procedures; Rule 7-303. Confidentiality. 
 
Rule 7-303.  Confidentiality. 
 
 Except as provided in this Rule and in Bar Rule 4-104(b), Bar Rule 4-104(c), Bar 
Rule 7-203 and Bar Rule 4-108, and Bar Rule 7-203,7-305, all proceedings and records 
of the Committee, its members, staff, consultants (including without limitation its 
contractor for clinical services) and other designees, including any information provided 
to any of them, shall be confidential unless the attorney who is the subject of the 
proceedings and records otherwise electshas provided the information or caused the 
record to be created otherwise elects, except that any such person may reveal (i) to police 
or emergency responders, or any person in imminent danger, information needed to avoid 
or prevent death or substantial bodily harm, and (ii) information: 
 

 (a) which is mandated by statute to be reported; 
 

 (b) to respond in any proceeding to allegations of misfesance 
concerning the assistance he or she has provided to an impaired attorney as part of 
a volunteer network established pursuant to Rule 7-202; and 

 
 (c) to secure legal advice about his or her compliance with these 
Rules. 

 
Proposed Amendment to Part VII Lawyer Assistance Program; Chapter 3 
Procedures; Rule 7-305. Emergency Suspension. 
 
Rule 7-305.  Emergency Suspension. 
 
 Upon receipt of sufficient evidence demonstrating that an impaired attorney’s 
conduct poses a substantial threat of immediate or irreparable harm to the attorney’s 
clients or the public, or if an impaired attorney refuses to cooperate with the Committee 
after an authorized intervention or referral, or refuses to take action recommended by the 
Committee, and said impaired attorney poses a substantial threat to the attorney, the 
attorney’s clients, or the public, the Committee may request that the Office of the General 
Counsel petition the Supreme Court of Georgia for the suspension of the attorney 
pursuant to Bar Rule 4-108.  All proceedings under this part which occur prior to the 
filing of a petition in the Supreme Court of Georgia pursuant to this rRule shall remain 
confidential and shall not be admissible against the attorney before the State Disciplinary 
Board of the State.  Information from a designee of the Committee acting as a member of 
a volunteer network established pursuant to Rule 7-202 shall not constitute “evidence” 
within the meaning of this Rule. 
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  Office of the General Counsel 
Lawyers Serving the Public and the Justice System 

 
GENERAL COUNSEL  ATTORNEYS 
Paula J. Frederick  William P. Smith III 
  Jenny K. Mittelman 
  John J. Shiptenko 
  Jonathan Hewett 
  Rebecca A. Hall 
  A.M. Christina Petrig 
  William J. Cobb 
  Wolanda Shelton 
  William D. Nesmith III 

 

 
104 Marietta St. NW, Suite 100 · Atlanta, GA 30303-2743 · 404-527-8720 · Fax 404-527-8744 · www.gabar.org 

May 28, 2015 
 

TO:  Executive Committee; Board of Governors 
FROM:  Bill NeSmith, Office of the General Counsel 
RE:  Proposed Rule Addition to the Rules Governing Admissions to the Practice of   
  Law 
 
 The State Bar and the Executive Committee have received inquiries urging support of the 
adoption of the ABA Model Rule concerning lawyers who are spouses of a soldier serving in the United 
States military.  The Executive Committee, at their March meeting, voted to present the ABA Model Rule 
to the Board of Governors and to ask the Board to vote to support the addition of this model rule to the 
Rules Governing the Admissions to the Practice of Law in Georgia. Board approval and a copy of the 
ABA Model Rule would be transmitted to the Office of Bar Admissions, asking that office to propose an 
addition of ABA Model Rule to the Rules Governing Admissions to the Practice of Law 
 
 Routinely, soldiers move to military bases from all over the United States, ending up in military 
bases in Georgia.  Some of these soldiers are married to a non-military lawyer in civilian practice who 
moves to Georgia with their spouse.  If a non-military lawyer is not already admitted to practice law in 
Georgia, they must seek admission to practice law in Georgia or not practice at all.  In many cases, the 
soldier would be transferred to a base in another state before their spouse could be admitted to practice in 
Georgia.   
 
 Once a soldier is transferred to Georgia, he or she loses a significant portion of their family 
income if their spouse cannot practice law.  Such financial strain could lead to catastrophic results with 
some of our military families. 
 
 While the State Bar of Georgia does not directly propose changes to the Rules Governing 
Admissions to the Practice of Law, the Board of Governors can approve the addition of this rule and 
provide the Office of Bar Admission with a recommendation that the addition of the ABA Model Rule be 
proposed to the Supreme Court and ultimately adopted by the Court. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      William D. NeSmith, III 
      Deputy General Counsel 
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Proposed Rule change to Rules Governing Admissions to the Practice of Law  
 
Part ___Section___. Admission of Military Spouse Attorneys. 
 
1. Due to the unique mobility requirements of military families who support the defense 
of our nation, an attorney who is a spouse or a registered domestic partner of a member of 
the United States Uniformed Services (“service member”), stationed within this 
jurisdiction, may obtain a license to practice law pursuant to the terms of this rule. 
 
2. An applicant under this rule must: 
 (a) have been admitted to practice law in another U.S. state, territory, or the  
  District of Columbia; 
 (b) hold a J.D. or LL.B. degree from a law school approved by the Council of  
  the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar of the American 
  Bar Association at the time the applicant matriculated or graduated; 
 (c) establish that the applicant is currently a member in good standing in all 
  jurisdictions where admitted; 
 (d) establish that the applicant is not currently subject to attorney discipline or 
  the subject of a pending disciplinary matter in any jurisdiction; 
 (e) establish that the applicant possesses the character and fitness to practice  
  law in this jurisdiction; 
 (f) demonstrate presence in this jurisdiction as a spouse of a member of the  
  United States Uniformed Services; 
 (g) certify that the applicant has read and is familiar with the Georgia   
  Rules of Professional Conduct; 
 (h) pay the prescribed application fee; 
 (i) within [60 days] of being licensed to practice law, complete a course on  
  this jurisdiction’s law, the content and method of delivery of which shall  
  be approved by this jurisdiction’s highest Court; and 
 (j) comply with all other ethical, legal, and continuing legal education   
  obligations generally applicable to attorneys licensed in this jurisdiction. 
 
3. The Court may require such information from an applicant under this rule as is 
authorized for any applicant for admission to practice law—except any information 
specifically excluded by this rule—and may make such investigations, conduct such 
hearings, and otherwise process applications under this rule as if made pursuant to this 
jurisdiction’s rules governing application for admission without examination. Upon a 
showing that strict compliance with the provisions of this section would cause the 
applicant unnecessary hardship, the Court may in its discretion waive or vary the 
application of such provisions and permit the applicant to furnish other evidence in lieu 
thereof. 
 
4. If after such investigation as the Court may deem appropriate, it concludes that the 
applicant possesses the qualifications required of all other applicants for admission to 
practice law in this jurisdiction, the applicant shall be licensed to practice law and 
enrolled as a member of the bar of this jurisdiction. The Court shall promptly act upon 
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any application filed under this rule. 
 
5. Except as provided in this rule, attorneys licensed under this rule shall be entitled to 
all privileges, rights, and benefits and subject to all duties, obligations, and 
responsibilities of active members of bar of this jurisdiction, and shall be subject to the 
jurisdiction of the courts and agencies of this jurisdiction with respect to the laws and 
rules of this jurisdiction governing the conduct and discipline of attorneys, to the same 
extent as members of the bar of this jurisdiction. 
 
6. The license to practice law under this rule shall terminate in the event that: 
 (a) the service member is no longer a member of the United States Uniformed 
  Services; 
 (b) the military spouse attorney is no longer married to the service member; or 
 (c) the service member receives a permanent transfer outside the jurisdiction,  
  except that if the service member has been assigned to an unaccompanied  
  or remote assignment with no dependents authorized, the military spouse  
  attorney may continue to practice pursuant to the provisions of this rule  
  until the service member is assigned to a location with dependents   
  authorized. 
In the event that any of the events listed in this paragraph occur, the attorney licensed 
under this rule shall notify the Court of the event in writing within thirty (30) days of the 
date upon which the event occurs. If the event occurs because the service member is 
deceased or disabled, the attorney shall notify the Court within one hundred eight (180) 
days of the date upon which the event occurs. 
 
7. Each attorney admitted to practice under this rule shall report to the Court, within 
thirty (30) days: 
 (a) any change in bar membership status in any jurisdiction of the United  
  States or in any foreign jurisdiction where the attorney has been admitted  
  to the practice of law; or 
 (b) the imposition of any permanent or temporary professional disciplinary  
  sanction by any federal or state court or agency. 
 
8. An attorney's authority to practice under this rule shall be suspended when the 
attorney is suspended or disbarred in any jurisdiction of the United States, or by any 
federal court or agency, or by any foreign nation before which the attorney has been 
admitted to practice. 
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Peer Program 
State Bar of Georgia’s Lawyer Assistance Program  

 
When we are paired with the right person, there is no telling what can happen.  Remember, Mr. Miyagi and 
Daniel LaRusso in Karate Kid and Professor Dumbledore for Harry Potter?”  That’s what the “Peer 
Program,” described below, is all about. 

As of June 2015, a peer support program is in the final stages of development by the Lawyers Assistance 
Committee.  The program will establish a statewide service system of volunteer attorneys who want to help 
others by supporting them through difficulties.  Such programs exist in almost every other state, some 
boasting as many as 600 volunteers.  When our Georgia program is up and running later in 2015, this will be 
an excellent resource for Georgia attorneys, judges and law students who struggle with a wide spectrum of 
issues, including depression, anxiety, stress due to work or family issues, addictions such as alcohol, drugs, 
food addiction, gambling, sex or other compulsive behaviors, and disabilities.  

One concern that is often voiced about such programs is confidentiality – how can a lawyer who uses the 
program, or a volunteer who divulges his or her own history in order to properly be matched with a 
participant, be assured that the information will not become public and potentially threaten his or her career?  
The Bar Rules require confidentiality for LAP programs, and the Lawyers Assistance Committee has 
proposed amendments to clarify and strengthen that protection in the context of the new peer program (and 
has agreed to be bound by the new Rules in the interim until they are formally adopted).  Except for threats of 
death or substantial bodily harm, statutory requirements of disclosure (e.g., terrorist plots) and defending 
oneself against allegations concerning the assistance he or she has provided, volunteers are and will be 
required to keep information they learn confidential.  On the flip side, disclosures by volunteers as part of the 
sign up process will be held in an encrypted; database maintained by the Bar’s clinical contractor for the LAP 
and will be presented anonymously on the Peer Program website, with identities made known to the parties 
only when a “match” has been made. 

The volunteers who will serve as peers are not therapists or professional counselors. Volunteers are not 
intended to support participants who are need of clinical assistance, and are instructed to transfer such cases 
by calling CorpCare, the Bar’s clinical contractor (770-396-5253; 800-728-9444) or the Confidential LAP 
Hotline at 800-327-9631. Peers are Georgia attorneys and judges who are willing to share their personal 
recovery experience from addiction, mental health treatment or other difficulties and provide support for 
their colleagues.  Peers  are also attorneys and judges who simply want to help their colleagues in whatever 
way they can in order to make a positive contribution to the community and their profession. 

The volunteer’s commitment is to the following: 

 one session of training (proposed to qualify for CLE credit) with periodic follow ups 
 regularly scheduled meetings with participant in public places or by phone 
 consistent follow through with participant until support not needed or parties agree to disengage 
 self-recuse in case of relapse 

 
The commitment requested of a participant is simply to ask for help. Help can take many forms – phone 
calls, text messaging, group meetings, and individual meetings over a cup of coffee or a meal, going for 
walks together, or other common activities. There is no “one size fits all” approach or uniform strategy for 
peer support.  
 
The Lawyers Assistance Committee is gathering names of lawyers and judges who would like to be 
contacted to act as volunteers. If interested in serving as a volunteer or in assisting the Committee with 
program development, please call 770-200-8085/877-843-6036, or email Lisa Hardy, vice president, 
CorpCare Associates, Inc., at lisa@corpcareeap.com.  
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 2014 - 2015 
 Lawyer Assistance Program 
This program committee shall monitor and render advice to the staff, Executive Committee and Board of Governors 
with respect to the rules, procedures, policies and operation of the Lawyer Assistance Program. 
 Chairperson 
 Lemuel Herbert Ward , Atlanta 2015 
 Vice Chairperson 
 John W. Bonds Jr., Atlanta 2015 
 Member 
 Frederick Victor Bauerlein , Atlanta 2015 
 Robert A. Berlin , Macon 2015 
 A. Russell Blank , Snellville 2015 
 Tiffany Andrea Coleman , Macon 2017 
 Allan Legg Galbraith , Palm Desert 2016 
 Lynn S. Garson , Atlanta 2015 
 Howard Kirk Henson , Doraville 2015 
 Sam Louis Levine , Atlanta 2015 
 Charles B. Pekor Jr., Atlanta 2016 
 James R. Puhger , Jasper 2015 
 A. Thomas Stubbs , Decatur 2016 
 Raymond Kyle Williams , Decatur 2017 
 Cassandra A. Williams , Conyers 2017 
 Lay Member 
 Richard Hunter MD, Smyrna 2015 
 Jayne Mahboubi , Smyrna 2015 
 Joanne Max , Atlanta 2015 
 William W. Porter , Marietta 2015 
 Executive Committee Liaison 
 Phyllis J. Holmen , Atlanta 2015 
 Advisor 
 George W. Martin Jr., Atlanta 2015 
 Staff Liaison 
 Sharon L. Bryant , Atlanta 2015 

 5/18/2015 
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STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
March 27-28, 2015 

The Grove Park Inn/Asheville, North Carolina 
 
 
Members Participating: 
Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, President; Robert J. Kauffman, President-elect; Rita A. 
Sheffey, Treasurer; Patrick T. O’Connor, Secretary; Charles L. Ruffin, Immediate Past 
President; V. Sharon Edenfield, YLD President; John R.B. Long, YLD President-elect; 
Elizabeth Louise Fite; Kenneth B. Hodges, III; Phyllis Holmen; David S. Lipscomb; 
Brian D. Rogers and Nicki Vaughn. 
 
Members Absent: 
Darrell L. Sutton, YLD Immediate Past President. 
 
Staff Participating: 
Sharon Bryant, Chief Operating Officer; Jeff Davis, Executive Director; Paula Frederick, 
General Counsel; Steve Laine, Chief Operating Officer; and Thomas Worthy, Director of 
Governmental Affairs. 
 
Approval of the Meeting Agenda 
President Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker presented the Meeting Agenda and requested the 
addition of the following items:  1) a sponsorship request from the Northview High 
School Mock Trial State Championship team, and 2) a sponsorship request from Georgia 
Appleseed.  The Executive Committee adopted the meeting agenda, as revised, by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Future Meetings Schedule 
The Executive Committee received a copy of the Future Meetings Schedule. 
 
Consent Agenda 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker presented the Consent Agenda.  There being no request 
for removal of any of the items, a motion was made and seconded to approve the 
following items on the Consent Agenda: 
 

a) Minutes of the January 28, February 16, and March 2, 2015 Executive Committee 
Meetings 

 
b) Members Requesting Resignation (approve): Alan C. Wang-736509, Keith E. 

Sealing-632995. Emily Bernstein-155158, Laurie Gail Mayer-479540, W. Kimball 
Griffith-311950, David E. Allman-013175, Keila M. Selders-597620, Marianne H. 
Takas-696467, James E. Dunn Jr.-234273, Donald Blair Lowe-459675, David G. 
Bisbee-058312, Glee Anne Triplett-716387 
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Executive Committee Minutes 
March 27-18, 2015 
Page 2 
 
 

 
c) Approval of Member’s Requests (based upon staff recommendations shown in 

parenthesis): 
1) Amy Beyer (approve waiver of Fitness and reinstatement from 

Administrative Suspension) 
2) Christopher L. Kottke (approve waiver to take Bar Exam but require 

Fitness and payment of back fees)  
3) Alicia Jones (approve waiver of late fees but not waiver of dues) 
4) R. Stephen Lane (approve waiver of late fees) 
5) Darian Ibrahim (approve waiver of late fees) 

 
The Executive Committee, by unanimous voice vote, approved the above items on the 
Consent Agenda. 
 
Approval of Contract with Strategic Plan Facilitator 
Following a report by President Patrise Perkins-Hooker the Executive Committee, by 
unanimous voice vote, approved awarding Leadership Strategies, Inc.  a contract to work 
with the Bar’s Strategic Planning Committee, the Executive Committee, Board of 
Governors, committees, sections, programs, staff, members and other stakeholders to 
undertake a comprehensive strategic plan.  The strategic plan will serve as a blueprint for 
the future operations of the State Bar in keeping with Bar’s stated mission. The term of 
the Agreement is for April 1 – December 1, 2015.  The cost of the undertaking is $88,576 
and will be paid from the Bar’s excess surplus.   
 
Investment Committee 
Following a report by President Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker the Executive Committee, by 
unanimous voice vote, approved recommending to the Board of Governors proposed 
amendments  to the State Bar of Georgia Investment Policy as recommended by the 
Investment Policy Committee.  The approved amendments are attached as Exhibit A.  
 
Civil Legal Service Task Force (CLSTF) 
Following a report by Treasurer Rita A. Sheffey, Chair of the CLSTF, the Executive 
Committee, by unanimous voice vote, approved recommending to the Board of 
Governors the following Task Force’s recommendations: 
 

1) An educational piece (Exhibit B) on best practices for distributing Cy Pres funds 
that can be disseminated to state and federal judges in Georgia, as well as plaintiff 
and defense lawyers, encouraging Cy Pres funds in civil cases to be designated for 
civil legal services; and 

 
2) Asking the Supreme Court of Georgia to recommend that state trial courts 

designate 25% of Cy Pres funds for civil legal services. 
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Executive Committee Minutes 
March 27-18, 2015 
Page 3 
 
 
Recommendation from Cornerstones of Freedom to Approve Company for Production of 
PSA’s 
Following a report by President Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker on a recommendation from 
the Communications/Cornerstones of Freedom Committee to engage Big Table Agency 
for the creation and dissemination of public service announcements raising public 
awareness of the utility, value and good works of the Bar and its members, the Executive 
Committee requested additional information before taking any action on the proposal.  If 
time permits, the Executive Committee agreed to revisit this issue on Saturday morning 
following the joint meeting of the Supreme Court of Georgia and the Executive 
Committee.     
 
Recommendation from Communications Department to Discontinue Printed Directory 
Jeff Davis reported on a recommendation from the Communications Department to 
discontinue the printed Directory and Handbook. In 2009-10, the Bar changed to an opt-
in on the dues notice and the printing was reduced from 35,000 copies per year to 10,000.  
He reported that last year only 3,500 copies were printed.  With nearly 1,000 membership 
changes per month (name changes, telephone numbers, and address changes), the 
Directory is outdated well before it is ready for printing.  All of the information included 
in the Directory can be found online and is always up to date. Following a motion and 
second to approve discontinuing the printing of the State Bar Directory, an amended 
motion that we discontinue printing the Directory on a regular basis and instead allow 
members to order it for a charge of $25 per Directory was approved by majority voice 
vote. 
 
Celebration of Civil Rights Milestones 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker presented a proposal for a joint collaboration between 
the State Bar and the National Center for Civil and Human Rights to celebrate Civil 
Rights Milestones associated with the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, the March on 
Selma, and passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act.  
The program, which will recognize the roles of Georgia attorneys and activists in 
accelerating civil rights, includes a lecture by Charles Johnson on the afternoon of June 3, 
and a panel discussion with activists and attorneys in the evening and reception.  The cost 
of $50,000 will be paid from the Cornerstones of Freedom budget.  The Executive 
Committee, by unanimous voice vote, approved the proposal.   
 
Dues 2015-2016 Recommendation to the Board of Governors and Other Dues Items 
Following a report by Treasurer Rita Sheffey, the Executive Committee, by unanimous 
voice vote, approved submitting the following recommendation to the Board of 
Governors for approval: 
 

1. Maintaining dues at $248 for active members and $124 for inactive members, 
which reflects no dues increase, but does include indexing dues $.90 per member 
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for the Fee Arbitration Program contract attorney that will be absorbed from the 
Bar’s excess surplus. 

 
Approval of Other Bar Dues Statement Items 
Following a report by Treasurer Rita Sheffey, the Executive Committee, by unanimous 
voice vote, approved the following other dues statement items: 
 

1. Section dues to be reflected on the dues statement ranging from $10-$35; and  
 

2. Continuation of assessments required by Bar Rules regarding the Clients’ Security 
Fund ($100 @ $25/year) and Bar Center Facility ($200 @ $50/year); and  

 
3. Continuation of a $100 opt-out contribution for the Legislative and Public 

Education Fund; and 
 

4. A suggested $300 opt-in provision for individual contributions and a $100 opt-in 
contribution for young lawyers for Georgia Legal Services Program. 

 
Approval of Cherry Bekaert LLP Audit Report 
The Executive Committee, by unanimous voice vote, approved and recommended to the 
Board of Governors the audited financial statements of the State Bar for the year ended 
June 30, 2014. 
 
High School Mock Trial Program State Championship Team Donation 
Following a report by President Patrise Perkins-Hooker, the Executive Committee, by 
unanimous voice vote, approved making a $5,000 donation to the State Bar of Georgia 
Foundation to assist the mock trial team from Northview High School, which is the 2015 
Georgia High School Mock Trial State Champion, with attending the National High 
School Mock Trial Championship in Raleigh, North Carolina, in May. 
  
Georgia Appleseed Tenth Year Anniversary Celebration Sponsorship Request 
Following a report by President Patrise Perkins-Hooker, the Executive Committee, by 
unanimous voice vote, approved a $2,500 Silver Level Sponsorship for Georgia 
Appleseed’s Tenth Year Anniversary Celebration that will be held April 21, 2015.  The 
funds will be paid from the Conference Sponsorship Account. 
 
President’s Report 
President Patrise Perkins-Hooker provided an update on her activities and reported that 
she will have a full written report in the Spring Board of Governors agenda book.  She 
continues to travel around the state and educate members about the Bar.  She has been 
working with Bucky Askew on refining plans for the law school incubator program. She 
met with Camila Knowles, Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs, to 
discuss the rural lawyers initiative.  Unfortunately, the rural lawyers program did not 
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advance in this year’s legislative session due to other funding requests under 
consideration.  The iCivics program is doing well, and the iCivics Committee has 
identified five school districts to approach next year for expansion and teacher training.  
The YLD continues to do a good job with pairing up 168 lawyers in classrooms and 
working with teachers to refine how they can help.  She met with Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent, who was excited about the iCivics initiative.   He 
offered a link on the state’s web site to iCivics and an opportunity to exhibit at the next 
Conference of Social Studies Teachers to promote it.   
 
President Perkins-Hooker and Jeff Davis continue to work on the Bar’s communication 
efforts so as to achieve better outreach to the community on the good work of lawyers.   

 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Rita Sheffey provided a report on the Bar’s finances and investments. The 
Executive Committee received copies of the Operations and Bar Center Consolidated and 
Individual Revenue and Expenditures Reports and Income Statement YTD for the seven 
months ended January 31, 2015, the Balance Sheet as of January 31, 2015, and the 
Summary of Dues and Voluntary Contributions for May-January 2013-2015.  She 
thanked Steve Laine and his staff for their support. 
 
The Executive Committee received a Summary of Committee Recommendations for the 
Fiscal 2015-16 Budget that were made by the Programs and Personnel Committees. 
 
YLD Report 
YLD President Sharri Edenfield reported on the activities of the Young Lawyers 
Division.  She presented a request by the High School Mock Trial Competition 
Committee to submit a bid to host the National High School Mock Trial Championship in 
2019. The Executive Committee, by unanimous voice vote, authorized the submission of 
the bid and to provide a letter of support.  The 4th Annual Legal Food Frenzy begins April 
20 and on-line registration is open now.  President Patrise Perkins-Hooker encouraged all 
of the Executive Committees to participate.  The YLD Spring Meeting was held in New 
Orleans on March 27-29.  Over 100 registrants participated in the weekend activities, 
which included a CLE on Plessey V. Ferguson.  The first Solo Small Firm/Affiliates 
Conference was held on February 21 in Macon. The YLD Signature Fundraiser had over 
200 people in attendance and raised approximately $61,000 for the Augusta Wounded 
Warriors Project.   
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Jeff Davis reported that construction on the Spring Street Viaduct Project is still on 
schedule.  In the meantime, the Bar plans to make improvements and technology 
upgrades to the parking deck.  He also reported that the Criminal Justice Coordinating 
Council is expanding into 10,000 sq. ft. of space vacated by the Prosecuting Attorneys 
Council on the 4th floor.  The Georgia Public Defender Standards Council has also 
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requested additional space.  There will still be approximately 7,000 sq. ft. of rentable 
space left on the 4th floor that could house the law school incubator program. 
 
Office of General Counsel Report and ABA Report 
Paula Frederick reported on the activities of the Office of General Counsel.  Proposed 
revisions to the rules governing trust accounts are still pending at the Supreme Court.  
Rules changes approved by the Board of Governors in January are published in this 
month’s Georgia Bar Journal and will be filed with the Supreme Court of Georgia in 
May.  She announced that the Court of Appeals of Georgia affirmed the award in the Fee 
Arbitration case of Cordell and Cordell. P.C. v. Shaojun Gao.  She reported that the ABA 
Governance Commission undertook a review the House of Delegates, the Nominating 
Committee, and the Board of Governors to ensure appropriate representation in each 
body and she referred the Executive Committee to the copy of its report titled ABA 
Governance Commission Preliminary Proposals for Public Comment.   
 
The Executive Committee also received a written Report of the Office of the General 
Counsel. 
 
Legislative Update 
Thomas Worthy provided a recap of the 2015 General Assembly and disseminated a 
printed tracker of the Bar’s legislative proposals.  President Patrise Perkins-Hooker and 
Nicki Vaughan thanked Thomas for all of his efforts on behalf of the Bar’s legislative 
program. 
 
Admission of Attorneys Who Are Military Spouses 
President Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker reported on a resolution and a draft Model Rule for 
Admission of Military Spouse Attorneys adopted by the ABA House of Delegates in 
February urging state bar admission authorities to adopt rules, regulations and procedures 
that accommodate the unique needs of military spouse attorneys who move frequently in 
support of the nation’s defense.  Following that, the Executive Committee, by unanimous 
voice vote, approved recommending the Model Rule to the Board of Governors for 
adoption and forwarding to the Supreme Court of Georgia. 
 
Insurance Committee Report 
The Executive Committee received a copy of the Insurance Committee 
Recommendations to the Executive Committee dated March 10, 2015.  One 
recommendation is the adoption of a policy governing the use of the State Bar’s workout 
room in the basement, including rules and regulations to be posted in the room, and a 
procedure for approval and execution of a waiver and release form by each employee or 
approved guest prior to use of the room.  Another recommendation is a proposed 
Standing (Board or Executive Committee) Policy on Members Legal Service Programs.  
This policy would govern the creation and operation of Bar programs that provide free 
legal services to members of the public.    
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Communications Report of Published Articles 2014-15 
The Executive Committee received a copy of the 2014-15 Media Report.  
 
IT Security Assessment and Network Penetration/Vulnerability Scan 
The Executive Committee received a copy of the State Bar’s IT Security Assessment and 
Network Penetration/Vulnerability Scan dated February 23, 2015. 
 
ABA Journal Article Young Lawyers Take Flight after Incubator Programs 
The Executive Committee received a copy of an article on young lawyers being helped 
by law school incubator programs. 
 
ICLE Commitment to Georgia’s Incubator Program 
The Executive Committee received a copy of a Memorandum from ICLE to Bucky 
Askew that summarizes information from an ACLEA Workshop on Incubator Initiatives.   
 
ABA Bar Leader Newsletter Articles on the Future of the Profession and Bar 
Associations 
The Executive Committee received copies of articles on the National Conference of Bar 
Presidents discussion on the future of the profession for bar associations, pathways to the 
future of Main Street lawyers, and ABA President Hubbard urging NCPB members to 
focus on the future. 
 
Daily Report Article Washington State Program Would Allow Nonlawyers to Practice 
The Executive Committee received a copy of an article about Washington’s Supreme 
Court adopting a rule that will allow licensed nonlawyers, known as limited license legal 
technicians, to handle family law matters, such as divorce and child custody. 
 
Old Business 
The Executive Committee reconsidered its previous decision to require Dock Davis to 
submit to fitness following his resignation, and by majority voice vote, with Treasurer 
Rita Sheffey abstaining, approved a motion that Mr. Davis be required to submit to an 
evaluation by the Lawyer Assistance Program to determine his present fitness to practice 
law before being returned to active status. 
 
New Business 
There was no new business. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business the Executive Committee meeting was adjourned by 
unanimous voice vote. 
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Executive Committee/Supreme Court Retreat 
The Executive Committee and Justices of the Georgia Supreme Court conducted a joint 
meeting on March 28, 2015, to discuss pending issues and developments affecting the 
administration of justice and the regulation of the legal profession.  Those present for the 
meeting from the Supreme Court of Georgia were Chief Justice Hugh P. Thompson, 
Presiding Justice P. Harris Hines, Justice Robert Benham, Justice Carol W. Hunstein, 
Justice Harold D. Melton, Justice David E. Nahmias, and Justice Keith R. Blackwell.  All 
members of the Executive Committee were present, except YLD Immediate Past 
President Darrell Sutton.   Bar staff in attendance included Sharon Bryant, Jeff Davis, 
Paula Frederick, Steve Laine, and Thomas Worthy. 
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STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
April 9, 2015 

Via Email 
 
 
Members Participating: 
Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, President; Patrick T. O’Connor, Secretary; Charles L. Ruffin, 
Immediate Past President; V. Sharon Edenfield, YLD President; John R.B. Long, YLD 
President-elect; Darrell L. Sutton, YLD Immediate Past President Elizabeth Louise Fite; 
Kenneth B. Hodges, III; Phyllis Holmen; David S. Lipscomb; and Nicki Vaughn. 
 
Members Absent: 
Robert J. Kauffman, President-elect; Rita A. Sheffey, Treasurer; and Brian D. Rogers. 
 
Southern Center for Human Rights Sponsorship Request  
The Executive Committee took the following action on a sponsorship request from the 
Southern Center for Human Rights for Justice Taking Root, the Center’s annual Atlanta 
benefit and awards reception on May 12, 2015: 
 

1) By unanimous email vote, approved the specially called Executive Committee 
meeting, and 

 
2) By unanimous email vote, agreed to sponsor the Southern Center for Human 

Right’s Justice Taking Root event at the $2,500 Guardian level. 
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REPORT OF THE OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
TO THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR BAR YEAR 2014-2015 

 
By: Paula J. Frederick, General Counsel 

 
 

 I hope that you will review the Annual Report of the Office of the General Counsel 

when it is posted to the Bar’s website later this month.  It includes reports from the 

Investigative and Review Panels of the State Disciplinary Board, the Clients’ Security Fund, 

the Formal Advisory Opinion Board, the Pro Hac Vice program, and the Trust Account 

Overdraft Notification Program.  Following the reports is a list of the Supreme Court Orders 

issued in disciplinary cases between May 1, 2014 and April 30, 2015; for access to an order 

simply click on the lawyer’s name in the Member Directory.  If you have any questions about 

the work of the Office feel free to contact me. 

 You and other dedicated Bar volunteers work along with the staff of the Office of the 

General Counsel each year to ensure that the disciplinary process operates smoothly.  The 

Office is indebted to each of you, and to every Georgia lawyer who volunteers his or her time 

in service to the legal profession. 

Staff 

 The staff of the Office of the General Counsel continues to be its greatest asset.  

Former General Counsel Bill Smith continues to work with the office as Ethics Counsel, 

handling a variety of special projects and some disciplinary cases.  Robert E. McCormack, 

Deputy General Counsel for the Bar Counsel unit, retired in September after 15 years with 

the Bar and a 37 year legal career.  We were able to persuade longtime Bar volunteer 

William “Bill” NeSmith to leave his solo practice in Americus and join us in the Office of 

the General Counsel, where he assumed Bob’s duties as Deputy General Counsel in October.  
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Bill is responsible for drafting changes to the Bar Rules, staffing the Clients’ Security Fund, 

and managing the Bar Counsel unit.  Paralegal Betty Derrickson conducts the initial review 

of Clients’ Security Fund files and coordinates the work of the Fund.  Longtime Assistant 

General Counsel John Shiptenko was promoted to Senior Assistant General Counsel this Fall 

in recognition of his 18 years of service and increasing responsibility  for all Bar Counsel 

matters.  John acts as staff liaison to the Formal Advisory Opinion Board and handles 

insurance, contractual and employment matters for the Bar.  Deloise Mathews provides 

secretarial support to the Bar Counsel unit. 

 Deputy General Counsel Jenny Mittelman continues to serve in the managing 

attorney role for the OGC.  She handles a disciplinary caseload in addition to supervising the 

lawyers who handle disciplinary cases.  Senior Assistant General Counsel Jonathan Hewett 

supervises the grievance counsel and prosecutes disciplinary cases.  Assistant General 

Counsel Becky Hall, Tina Petrig and William “Bill” Cobb continue to serve as ethics and 

disciplinary counsel to the Bar assisted by investigators Lamar Jackson and Dean Veenstra.   

 Grievance Counsel Carmen Rojas Rafter resigned and moved to Florida early in the 

Bar year.  Her replacement, Wolanda Shelton, started with the Office in July.  Wolanda 

brings a wealth of experience to her new role as Grievance Counsel, including 13 years of 

experience as a public defender, Federal Defender, and owner of her own law practice.  With 

assistance from paralegal Len Carlin and legal secretary Cathe Payne, Wolanda conducts the 

preliminary investigation of the grievances which the office receives each year.  Connie 

Henry, Clerk of the State Disciplinary Board, continues to coordinate the activity of the 

disciplinary boards.  Regina Putnam Kelly serves as Trust Account Overdraft Notification 
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Coordinator.  Paralegals Carolyn Williams and Kathy Jackson, legal secretaries Deborah 

Grant and Bobbie Kendall, and Receptionist Jessica Oglesby round out the OGC staff. 

Lawyer Helpline 

 The Office of the General Counsel operates a Lawyer Helpline for members of the 

State Bar of Georgia to discuss ethics questions on an informal basis with an Assistant 

General Counsel.  The Helpline averages 21 calls, letters or email requests each weekday. 

Continuing Legal Education 

 As always, the Office of the General Counsel provides staff counsel to speak at CLE 

seminars and to local bar groups upon request.  This year OGC lawyers participated in more 

than 60 CLE presentations. 

Committees 

 OGC staff also worked with the Civil Legal Services Task Force, the Disciplinary 

Rules and Procedures Committee, the Advisory Committee on Legislation, the Insurance 

Committee, the Task Force on E-Discovery, ITLS, and the Elections Committee. 

Thanks 

 The staff and I remain committed to serving each member of the State Bar of Georgia 

with efficiency and professionalism.  Please call upon us whenever we can be of help to you. 
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Year-to-Date Report on Lawyer Regulation 

           May 1, 2014 through April 30, 2015 
 
Grievance forms requested and sent to public ........................................................3,224 
 
Grievance forms sent back to Office of General Counsel for screening ................1,997 
Grievances pending as of 4/30/2014 ..........................................................................403 

 TOTAL ………………………….…………………………………2,400 
Grievances referred to State Disciplinary Board members………………………….207 
Grievances being screened by Grievance Counsel (GC)  ………………………..349 
Grievances closed by Grievance Counsel…………………………………………1,808 
 
Grievances moved to moot status by GC after attorney was disbarred… ...........……36 
 
 TOTAL ………………………………………………………………2,400 

 
Regulatory Action May 1, 2014 through April 30, 2015 

 
              Attorneys            Cases 
 
Letters of Admonition Accepted               18             19 
                                  
    
Investigative Panel Reprimands Administered              16             19 
                              
               
Review Panel Reprimands           8             11 
                                                           
   
Public Reprimands          4    7 
 
Suspensions                   26             32 
                                 
Disbarments/Voluntary Surrenders     22             35       
                   
         94           123 
 
Reinstatements Granted          8      
      
Reinstatements Denied        0    
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CONSUMER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 

 
May 22, 2015 

 
The Consumer Assistance Program (CAP) continues to serve both the public and 

members of the Bar, as it has since 1995.  So far during the present fiscal year CAP has 
handled 9483 new or “unique” contacts (calls, letters, emails, faxes, and rare walk-
ins).  This does not include repeat calls, letters, emails, or follow- up contacts.  CAP itself 
has handled 78.79% of these contacts.  The remaining 21.21% have been referred to the 
Office of General Counsel (OGC) for investigation by way of grievances sent to persons 
with such complaints.  It is beyond the scope of CAP’s responsibility to investigate or 
handle allegations of serious violations of the Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct and 
ethical misconduct. 

CAP’s staff consists of three administrative assistants and two attorneys.    CAP 
directly answers “live” about 97% of the calls received.  The CAP Helpline is used when no 
one is available to answer calls live or for calls that come in after business hours.  Calls that 
are not answered live are returned within the same or the next working day.  CAP’s 
response to the voluminous mail, emails, and faxes, is usually within one day. 

CAP’s two attorneys often contact members of the Bar by telephone, fax, or letter, 
at the request of clients.  It is often helpful for attorneys to receive a confidential, non-
disciplinary courtesy call, letting the attorneys know that their clients have contacted the 
Bar with various concerns or complaints.  In order to facilitate communication between 
clients and attorneys, CAP notifies attorneys that their clients wish to hear from them, do 
not understand what is happening on their cases, need updates on case status, or, in the 
case of former clients, need their files.  Realizing that CAP has heard only one side of the 
situation, CAP does not presume to advise attorneys on how to practice law or assert the 
client’s position is true and correct.  Each CAP call is just a “heads-up” or courtesy call to 
the attorney.    None of CAP’s actions in this regard reach attorneys’ permanent records, 
and all are confidential. 

CAP is the contact point of the Bar for persons complaining about attorneys who are 
delinquent in paying their court ordered child support.  Under OCGA 19-6-28.1 an attorney 
obligated to pay child support can be administratively suspended from the practice of law, 
if the custodial parent submits a certified copy of an order verifying the arrearage.  The 
suspension is lifted once certain requirements are met in accordance with the Code and 
Bar rules.  There has been no case involving child support during this fiscal year. 
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CAP is also a contact point for the Judicial District Professionalism Program 
(JDPP).  This involves inquiries from lawyers or judges concerning unprofessional conduct 
and incivility among peers.  This program is private, confidential, voluntary, and non-
disciplinary in nature.  Its purpose is to open channels of communication by the informal 
use of local peer influence.  During this fiscal year there has been one JDPP case. 

CAP remains within its annual budget of $530,832, and it is anticipated that it will 
continue to do so.  
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           Judy C. King
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2014-2015 LRE STATISTICS 

 

Number of Journey Through Justice Tours:  147  

Number of Students Attending Journey Through Justice:  12,059  

Number of Teacher Workshops:  8  

Number of Teachers Attending Workshops:  616  

 

SUMMARY OF 2014-2015 LRE ACTIVITIES 

 

During the 2014-2015 fiscal/school year, the Law-Related Education (“LRE”) Program 
conducted 8 days of teacher workshops, reaching 616 teachers.  One day of 
workshops was presented at the 2014 Georgia Association for Career & Technical 
Education Conference (“GACTE”). 
 
The LRE Program conducted 147 Journey Through Justice (“JTJ”) field trips.  Of 
these, 26 were “On The Road” tours.  We launched three new law lessons:  cruel and 
unusual punishment; understanding Miranda v. Arizona; and the Bill of Rights for 
elementary school students.  Overall, over 12,000 students participated in JTJ.  There 
has been no decline in teacher or student interest in the field trip program, as 
evidenced by both our having already scheduled 122 tours for 2015-2016 and schools 
scheduling years in advance (out to 2018-2019) to ensure their spot. 
 
The LRE Program continued to develop and maintain our relationships with the 
American Bar Association, the Girl Scouts, Boys State, and the Georgia Department of 
Education, enabling the LRE program to stay at the forefront of LRE efforts 
throughout the state and further increasing the visibility of our teacher workshops 
and JTJ.  We also maintained our outreach efforts to a variety of homeschool 
organizations, resulting in 20 JTJ tours. 
 
During 2014-2015, Deborah Craytor continued to spend a substantial amount of time 
serving on two committees responsible for revising the Business Management and 
Administration Cluster and the Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security Cluster 
high school curricula.  Ms. Craytor was selected to roll out the curriculum for the new 
Legal Services Pathway, which is designed to introduce high school students to a 
variety of legal careers, in July, 2014, and she has taken the lead in creating 
LiveBinders for each course. 
 
The LRE Program continued to serve as the industry representative for the legal and 
law enforcement community at the 2015 SkillsUSA State Leadership and Skills 
Conference.  Ms. Craytor was responsible for the Criminal Justice Quiz Bowl, 
including developing the questions and running the actual competition.  At the 
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request of the Georgia Department of Education and the Georgia SkillsUSA State 
Association Director, we have continued to take the lead in contacting bar associations 
and other LRE organizations throughout the United States, in order to secure at least 
9 additional states to participate in the Criminal Justice Quiz Bowl so that it can serve 
as a qualifying preliminary competition for the National SkillsUSA Criminal Justice 
Championship. 
 
In anticipation of the proposed Virtual Museum of Law, Ms. Craytor created and 
continually updates LiveBinders for every case addressed in the physical Museum of 
Law, providing an ever-evolving set of resources for teachers on the subjects of civil 
rights, an independent judiciary, cruel and unusual punishment, and famous Georgia 
and U.S. cases. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
052115-1 
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LPM Annual Meeting Board Book Report

Law Practice Management Program
(Abbreviated report for the 2014-2015 Bar Year)

This is a summary of program events scheduled and completed during the period July 1, 2014-
May 22, 2015. 
 
Consultation Report

 

 
 

Office Visits
LPM distributed 604 Starting Your Georgia Law Practice booklets as requested by attorneys. 
There were 88 startup discussions conducted by the Program via office visits. 

Resource Library
Our lending library has a grand total of 1,395 books, CDs, and DVDs for checkout to members 
and their staff with an option to pick up materials at the Bar Center or to be mailed. During this 
period, there were a total of 561 checkouts by 173 patrons. 

Software Library
The Program has a Software Library that consists of complete, working copies of software 
applications. Many of these products are legal specific, and require more guidance when being 
demonstrated than general applications. During this period, there were 5 office visits made to 
look at software programs in the Software Library.

Speaking Engagements
There are a total of 24 completed and scheduled programs during this period. The Program’s 
staff has given 23 continuing legal education and special presentations to Georgia lawyers and 
other related groups. These presentations have been held in various local and national venues. 1
program is scheduled on future dates. 

# of Consultations by 
Firm Size

1 Attorney 27
2-4 Attorney 14
5-8 Attorney 2
9-15 Attorney 1
16+ Attorneys 0

# of Consultations by City
Alpharetta 1 Jonesboro 1
Atlanta 20 Macon 2
Augusta 2 Marietta 2
Carrollton 1 Newnan 1
Columbus 1 Roswell 1
Conyers 1 Savannah 2
Douglasville 1 Smyrna 3
Dublin 1 Stone Mtn. 2
Duluth 1
Gainesville 1

#  of Consultations by
Consultation Type

General 20
Technical 24
Grand Total 44

July 29, 2014 National Bar Association (NBA) 89th Annual Convention & Exhibits CLE, 
Social Media & Your Law Firm: Untapped Reward & Unknown Danger 
Panel Discussion (Avarita Hanson, Paula Frederick, Natalie Kelly, Randall 
M. Kessler, and Phaedra Parks), Atlanta Marriott Marquis, Atlanta, Georgia.
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August 7, 2014 American Bar Association, Law Practice Division Annual Meeting, Safely 
and Ethically Navigating the Cloud (Natalie Kelly), Hilton Boston Back Bay, 
Boston, Massachusetts.

August 14, 2014 LPM Solo & Small Firm Summer 2014 CLE (sponsored), Using Financial 
Reports to Make Sense Of It All (Natalie Kelly); Billing & Collecting--
Effective Tips and Tricks to Get Paid (Natalie Kelly), Georgia Bar 
Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia, 47 attendees.

August 19, 2014 Transitioning into Law Practice Program (TILPP) Group Mentoring CLE, 
The Virtual Law Office-Model Mentoring C (Natalie Kelly), Georgia Bar 
Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia, 134 attendees.

September 12, 2014 Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys (GABWA) Solo/Small 
Firm Symposium, Smooth Operators: The Business of Law--Setting 
Fees/Case Management (Natalie Kelly), Georgia Bar Conference Center, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 8 attendees.

October 17, 2014 Basic Fiduciary Practice CLE, Law Practice Management (Sheila Baldwin),
Hilton Garden Inn, Macon, Georgia, 57 attendees.

October 30, 2014 LPM Solo & Small Firm Fall 2014 CLE: Driving Business to Your Law 
Practice (sponsored), How to Build a Website in One Hour (Natalie Kelly);
Georgia Bar Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia, 83 attendees.

November 7, 2014 TILPP Mentor Orientation CLE, State Bar of Georgia Resources for Mentors 
and Beginning Lawyers (Sheila Baldwin), Georgia Bar Conference Center, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 9 attendees.

November 14, 2014 Cobb County Bar Solo/Small Firm Section CLE, Don’t Reinvent the Wheel! 
Creating Systems to Make Your Practice Easier and Profitable (Natalie 
Kelly), Board of Commissioners Room, Marietta, Georgia, 28 attendees.

January 8, 2015 LPM Midyear Meeting CLE (sponsored), 60 + Management and Technology 
Tips, Apps and Gadgets (Natalie Kelly), Atlanta Marriott Marquis, Atlanta, 
Georgia, 8 attendees.

January 30, 2015 Internet Legal Research GPTV Broadcast, Advanced Tips for Enhancing 
Legal Research on Fastcase (Sheila Baldwin), Georgia Public Broadcasting 
Studios, Atlanta, Georgia, 84 attendees.

February 6, 2015 GABWA Solo/Small Firm Section Breakfast Meeting, State Bar Member 
Services and Law Practice Management Resources (Natalie Kelly), Egg 
Harbor Café Buckhead, Atlanta, GA, 12 attendees.
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February 6, 2015 Residential Real Estate GPTV Broadcast, Making Your Office Systems More 
Efficient and Productive (Natalie Kelly) and CFPB Compliance Tips Panel 
Discussion (Natalie Kelly, Dawn Lewallen, and David Lambrozo), Georgia 
Public Broadcasting Studios, Atlanta, Georgia, 205 attendees.

February 21, 2015 Young Lawyer’s Division (YLD) Affiliate Conference, Law Practice 
Management and Opening a Small Practice (Natalie Kelly), Mercer Law 
School, Macon, Georgia, 30 attendees.

February 23, 2015 TILPP Beginning Lawyers CLE, Practice Resources Available from the 
State Bar: Law Practice Management, Fastcase, and Member Benefits 
(Natalie Kelly), Georgia Bar Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia, 314 
attendees.

February 26, 2015 Cobb County Solo/Small Firm Section Meeting, 10 Small Law Office 
Problems and 5+ Solutions (Natalie Kelly), Willie Rae’s Restaurant, 
Marietta, Georgia, 28 attendees.

March 2, 2015 University of Georgia Law School (UGA), Law Office Management (Natalie 
Kelly), Athens, Georgia, 17 students.

March 5, 2015 Emory University Law School, Law Practice Technology and the Law 
Practice Management Program of the State Bar (Natalie Kelly), Atlanta, 
Georgia, 14 students.

March 10, 2015 Savannah Law School, Going Solo Ethically! Best Tips and Techniques for 
Opening a Small Law Firm (Natalie Kelly and Paula Fredrick), Savannah, 
Georgia, 30 students.

March 21, 2015 GAWL Leadership Academy Session III: Leading in Your Profession –
Leaning Into Your Career, Productivity Tips for Leaning In and Leading 
(Natalie Kelly), Barnsley Gardens Resort, Adairsville, Georgia, 18 attendees.

April 6, 2015 Savannah Law School, Law Office Management Class, Finance, Office 
Management, Marketing, and Technology (Natalie Kelly), Savannah, 
Georgia. 

April 10, 2015 Georgia State University Law School (GSU) 2015 Solo Practice Workshop, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 15 students.

May 15, 2015 Douglas County Bar Association Meeting, Fastcase (Sheila Baldwin), Sam & 
Roscoe’s Restaurant, Douglasville, Georgia, 35 attendees.

Upcoming Speaking Engagements
July 17-18, 2015 Georgia’s 2015 Solo & Small Firm Institute & Technology Showcase

(sponsored), Georgia Bar Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia.
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Fastcase Report
During this period, a grand total of 178 members have attended Fastcase CLE seminars.

Since the decision was made to transition to Fastcase, 1,378 attorneys and 62 staff members have 
attended Fastcase live training. Others have taken advantage of webinar training.

Fastcase Reported Problems
Member Reported Issue(s) Fastcase Response / Resolutions

8/6/14
Member Reported: Member called to 
compliment the Member Benefits committee 
on the best contribution the State Bar has 
ever made in its history. 

8/6/14
FC Response: Sheila passed this compliment on to 
the staff.

9/17/14
Member Reported: Two members called 
asking when the 2014 statutes would be 
available.

9/17/14
FC Response: Will check with CEO. In the 
meantime, inform members that the statutes are 
searchable alongside the 2014 Georgia Acts for the 
most up to date information.

9/24/14
Member Reported: Member could not find 
the citation on a case decided March 6, 
2014, only found by case name and slip 
number.

9/29/14
FC Response: Fastcase gets the new slip opinions 
on almost immediately but the citations publish a 
bit later. To ensure that we only need to touch each 
published opinion once (to include official and 
regional citation/pagination), we are usually a little 
bit slower to get the published version online. Will 
be glad to send an updated version of the case to 
member.  Reporters are updated on a quarterly basis 
with full citation/pagination.

10/29/14
Member Reported: Member that called on 
9-17 about the outdated code called again to 
ask when it would be posted. Concerned that 
data was not accurate and would like some 
kind of warning or alert.

10/31/14
FC Response: Fastcase reported that they “found a 
way to fast track the Georgia Code. We are setting 
things in motion today, and will need several weeks 
to finish the update. The new code will definitely be 
online by the end of the year.”

11/20/14
Member Reported: Member unable to find 
a case by citation. The 2014 case was 
available by name but the citation had not 
been updated. Expressed concern that others 
may miss crucial cases due to this error. He 
suggested a warning that the citations may 
not be up to date. 

11/24/14 
FC Response: CEO, Ed Walters, responded to 
Sheila’s email concerning missing citation 
(pagination) and the outdated code and the 
possibility of attaching a warning or alert. “Because 
both are pretty temporary (the Code will be 
updated shortly, and we update the pagination for 
the Bankruptcy Reporter all the time), I’d suggest 
that an alert probably isn’t necessary. (If either 
would be out of date for more than a few weeks 
more, but that’s unlikely to be the case.)”
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1/7/15
Member Reported: 
Member reported a missing case.

1/7/15
FC Response:
Case should have been in the database. FC has 
content team correct the error and determine how 
this happened. 

1/15/15
Member Reported: 
Member reported FC is extremely 
impossible and would like to go back to 
Lawriter. 

1/15/15
FC Response:
Sheila helped her with navigation of the website on 
numerous occasions and will continue to do so. She 
has also urged the member to come to the training
sessions. Member sent her assistant to training and 
we haven’t heard any complaints over the past few 
weeks.

1/22/15
Member Reported: 
Member could not find 326 Georgia App. 
577 in FC, both of which are were 2014 
cases.

1/22/15-1/27/15
FC Response:
The cases were in the database but missing the 
parallel citation. FC pulled the cases from the South 
Eastern Reporter and added in the Georgia 
Appellate Reporter citations ad pagination.  
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State Bar of Georgia – Private Exchange Report 
May 27, 2015 

 

 

 

Employer Visits 289 Employers that have visited the Employer 
Registration page at least once 

Employer Registrations  48 Employers that have submitted a quote 
request to initiate the sales process 

Product Enrollments 62 Total Employee Product Enrollments 

 Major Medical 37 Total Employee Medical Enrollments 

 Ancillary 25 Total Employee Ancillary Enrollments 

 

Individual Marketplace Stats 

Individual Visits 5,068 Individuals that have visited the Individual 
Marketplace Registration page at least once 

Individual Registrations  3,833 Individuals that have registered to begin 
shopping for benefits 

Product Enrollments 594 Total Individual Product Enrollments 

 Individual Major Medical 332 Total Individual Major Medical Enrollments 

 Short-Term Medical 9 Total Individual Short-Term Medical Enrollments 

 Medicare Supplement 2 Total Individual Medicare Supplement 
Enrollments 

 Dental 132 Total Individual Dental Enrollments 

 Vision 59 Total Individual Vision Enrollments 

 Teladoc 5 Total Individual Teladoc Enrollments 

 Life 25 Total Individual Life Enrollments 

 Disability 17 Total Individual Disability Enrollments 

 Long-Term Care 13 Total Individual Long-Term Care Enrollments 

Member Benefits Inc. Report
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COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE INCLUSION IN THE PROFESSION 
STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 

ANNUAL YEAR END COMMITTEE REPORT  
2014-2015  

 
Committee Chairs: Michelle Arrington and Robert Lewis 

Committee Description: This Committee to Promote Inclusion in the Profession shall facilitate, 
analyze, and present for consideration initiatives and programs which increases participation, 
retention, and representation of diverse attorneys in the legal profession in Georgia that 
accurately reflects the makeup of our State.  In this effort, the Committee will work towards 
inclusion of lawyers who have been historically underrepresented.  It shall advise the Executive 
Committee and Board of Governors with regard to those interests.  
 
Committee Members: 
 
Members 

Denise Loraine Allen , Atlanta 2015 
L'Erin Frances Barnes , Atlanta 2015 
Shatorree Bates , Atlanta 2017 
Katherine Anne Brokaw , Atlanta 2015 
Jacqueline F. Bunn , Atlanta 2017 
JaDawnya C. Butler , Atlanta 2016 
Michael V. Drew , Stone Mountain 2015 
Jana J. Edmondson-Cooper , Macon 2015 
Lynnette Denise Espy-Williams , Atlanta 2015 
Ottrell L. Ferrell , Atlanta 2015 
Laverne Lewis Gaskins , Valdosta 2015 
Avarita L. Hanson , Atlanta 2015 
Amanda Nichole Heath , Augusta 2015 
R. Javoyne Hicks White , Stone Mountain 2015 
Hamida Jackson-Little , Alpharetta 2015 
Michelle Renee Jones , Fayetteville 2017 
Joyce Gist Lewis , Atlanta 2015 
Stephanie Woods Miller , Macon 2015 
Sherry Virginia Neal , Atlanta 2015 
Derrick Alexander Pope , Decatur 2015 
Adwoa Ghartey-Tagoe Seymour , Atlanta 2015 
Donna Coleman Stribling , Decatur 2016 
Gwendolyn S. Fortson Waring , Savannah 2016 
Brianna Ethereal Williams , Atlanta 2015 
 
Executive Committee Liaison 
Elizabeth Louise Fite , Atlanta 2015 
 
Staff Liaison 
Sharon L. Bryant , Atlanta 2015 
 



200

2 
 

Meeting Dates: Committee Meetings are held every other month on Fridays at Noon at the State 
Bar. The following meetings have occurred during the 2014-2015 Bar year:  
 

 September 12th, 2014 
 November 14th, 2014 
 January 23rd, 2015 
 March 13th, 2015 
 May15th, 2015 

 
Sub-Committee Meeting Dates: Commitment to Equality Awards Sub-Committee Meeting 
Dates: 
 
December 18th, 2014 
January 16th, 2015 
February 4th, 2015 
March 13th, 2015 
March 31st, 2015 
 
Activities 
 

Georgia on My Mind Reception – Mid Year Meeting Event -January 8th, 2015  

The Georgia on My Mind Reception is a networking reception held for Law Students 

during the Mid-Year Meeting in order to encourage and promote the importance of practicing 

law here in the State of Georgia; in essence to keep “Georgia on their Mind” upon graduation. 

The event offers law students, from these underrepresented populations, an opportunity to learn 

more about the State Bar and its activities, program and committees. Our goal is to help increase 

the number of law school graduates from underrepresented populations and to ensure these 

students are prepared to practice law in the State of Georgia.  

The reception is open to law students at the local Georgia Law Schools and to those 

students that are home for the holidays who are Georgia residents. The additional reception 

attendees include local lawyers, members of the Judiciary and members of the Minority Bar 

Associations who offer advice and networking opportunities for the law students.  This event is 

in direct alignment with our committee goal of increasing the retention and advancement of 
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lawyers from underrepresented populations. The committee chair for this event is Michelle 

Arrington. 

Commitment to Equality Awards – Annual Meeting - June 11th, 2015 

These annual awards recognize individuals, companies, and/or legal employers in 

Georgia that have shown a strong commitment to promoting diversity in the legal profession and 

who are committed to providing opportunities that foster a more diverse legal profession for 

members of underrepresented groups. These lawyers/law firms embody the best and most noble 

qualities of our profession, and the Committee believes that they should be appropriately 

honored every year in a formal setting.  The event will be held on June 11th, 2015 at the Center 

for Civil & Human Rights from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Sutherland and Nelson Mullins have committed 

to be sustaining sponsors of this event over the next three (3) years. The Committee Chairs for 

this event are Derrick Pope and Joyce Gist Lewis. This year’s awardees include: 

 Honorable Herbert E. Phipps, Chief Judge of the Georgia Court of Appeals – Randolph 

Thrower Lifetime Achievement Award 

 Lynn M. Roberson, Partner, Swift, Currie, McGhee & Heirs, LLP - Commitment to 

Equality Award 

 Thomas G. Sampson, Managing Partner, Thomas Kennedy Sampson & Tompkins LLP 

– Randolph Thrower Lifetime Achievement Award 

 Georgia Legal Services Program, Public Interest Law Firm, Commitment to Equality 

Awards 

Annual Meeting CLE – June 19th, 2015 

 This annual CLE is held in conjunction with the Georgia Association of Black Women 

Attorneys and Gate City Bar and held during the State Bar Conference. This year’s topic: 
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“The 50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965: Have We Come Too Far to Turn 

Back?” will focus on the history of the Voting Rights Act, the impetus and its impact. The 

CLE will also discuss whether there is a Generational Divide between the voices of 

generation X and the Millennials. Lastly, this CLE will focus on current voting patterns, low 

voter turnout and its impact on recent events and discuss how changes in the voting rights 

laws impact our right to vote. 

Next Year: 

 Bar Exam Workshop – The Bar Exam Workshop is an event held to assist law students with 

helpful information in regards to passing the Bar Exam. The Workshop focuses on topics such as 

the various Bar Exam Study courses, Bar Exam Loans, the Character & Fitness Application, 

Study tips and how to be successful in the passing the Bar Exam. The format features a panel of 

speakers on each topic and a question and answer session. Additionally, handouts are provided to 

the students on the various topics. One of the primary goals of this Committee is to ensure that 

students from underrepresented populations are prepared to pursue a legal career and to increase 

the number of law school graduates from these populations. This Bar Exam workshop is a 

program initiative designed to assist with that goal. 

 
 Judicial Clerkship Workshop:  The purpose of this workshop is to educate and inform law 

students about the potential of obtaining judicial clerkships and helping them navigate through 

the application, interview and judicial clerkship process. This will be the Committee’s first year 

hosting this event in several years and our target market includes law students from 

underrepresented populations. The goal is to ensure that students have the adequate information 

for pursing the rigorous process of obtaining judicial clerkships. One of the primary goals of this 

Committee is to ensure that students from underrepresented populations are prepared to pursue a 



203

5 
 

legal career and to increase the number of law school graduates from these populations. This 

Judicial Clerkship workshop is a program initiative designed to assist with that goal. 

 
Presented by: Michelle Arrington, Co-Chair, Committee to Promote Inclusion in the Profession 
April 21, 2015 
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STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 

COMMISSION ON CONTINUING LAWYER COMPETENCY 
 

TRANSITION INTO LAW PRACTICE PROGRAM 
 
Michelle E. West, Director       John T. Marshall, Chair 
                Standards of the Profession Committee 

 
TILPP DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

TO 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 
Prepared On May 26, 2015 for 2015 Annual Meeting 

 
  
I am pleased to present this annual update on the Transition Into Law Practice Program (“TILPP”).  

Please find a summary of TILPP events from 2014 – 2015. 

 

TILPP Overview 

TILPP is the mandatory CLE requirement, consisting of both mentoring and CLE, for lawyers newly 

admitted to the State Bar of Georgia, unless exempted.  Newly admitted lawyers can be exempted if they 

are inactive, admitted 2 years or more in another U.S. jurisdiction or choose to exempt during their 

judicial law clerk. 

  

A. Statistics of TILPP Participation (Lawyers & Mentors) 

TILPP has completed its ninth (9th) full year of operation. Currently, 1172 Beginning 

Lawyers are enrolled in TILPP. To date, 8506 Beginning Lawyers have completed TILPP. The 

Supreme Court of Georgia has appointed 4772 Mentors since TILPP’s inception on January 1, 

2006. I am pleased to report that we continue to have more than enough Mentors for all 

Beginning Lawyers in Outside Mentoring and Inside Mentoring. 
   

As you may know, three types of Mentoring are offered: Inside (Beginning Lawyer works in 

association with his or her Mentor); Outside (Beginning Lawyer is a sole practitioner and is paired one-

on-one with his or her Mentor); or, Group Mentoring (Beginning Lawyer is either unemployed or 

employed in a non-legal setting).  
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B. Compliance Rate for Beginning Lawyers 

The compliance rate for Beginning Lawyers with a TILPP deadline of December 31, 2014 was 

excellent. According to our records, 94% of Beginning Lawyers complied by the end of the grace period. 
 

C. TILPP Program Within Budget Each FY Since Implementation in 2006 

Our department (“Standards of the Profession Committee”) has continued its track record of operating 

within budget since TILPP’s inception. We finished fiscal year 2014 within budget and expect to finish 

fiscal year 2015 within budget as well. 

 

D. Group Mentoring Events Held on August 19, 2014, March 10, 2015 and May 12, 2015  

A newly admitted attorney who is unable to find a job faces many challenges in the current economic 

climate.  Our Group Mentoring events represent proactive response by the State Bar of Georgia to these 

challenges.  There are three such Group Mentoring events held annually: March, May and August. 

Our August 19, 2014 Group Mentoring event was the third of such events held during 2014.  There 

were 128 newly admitted attorneys in attendance.  Sessions were presented by Natalie Kelly, Avarita 

Hanson, Evan Kaine and TILPP’s Director on the following topics: 

 The Virtual Office 

 Communicating Professionally with the Bench, Bar and Your Client 

 Starting and Managing Your Law Practice 

 TILPP Overview 

Our first Group Mentoring event of 2015 was held on March 10, 2015 with 165 in attendance.  The 

March Group Mentoring event provided newly admitted attorneys the opportunity to gain insight from Ed 

Alden, Douglas V. Chandler, Vicky Kimbrell, Jamala McFadden, Tennille Hoover and TILPP’s Director 

who spoke on the following topics: 

 Malpractice Insurance and Preventing Malpractice Claims 

 Analyzing Domestic Violence Issues In Your Practice 

 Employment Law 101 

 TILPP Overview 

The May 12, 2015 Group Mentoring event had an estimated 142 newly admitted attorneys in 

attendance.  May Group Mentoring consisted of six break-out groups of 1 – 2 experienced attorney 

leaders providing practice, professionalism and mentoring tips to the beginning lawyers present.  The 

attorney volunteers that served as faculty were Safiya Byars, Douglas C.Dumont, Evan Kaine, Marcus 

G.Keegan, Elaine Levine, Whitney D. Mauk, Janet W. Hankins, Charles C.  Olson, Daryl A. Robinson 
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and Robert G. Wellon.  Our final Group Mentoring event scheduled for 2015 will be held on August 18, 

2015.   

The efforts of the volunteer speakers and the excellent work by ICLE in facilitating the Group 

Mentoring events are much appreciated. 

Copies of all past Group Mentoring event agendas mentioned are attached hereto for reference. 

 

E.  Mentor Orientation Program to be Held November 7, 2014 

The Mentor Orientation Program was held on November 7, 2014.  The Mentor Orientation CLE 

provides an interactive and informative program to our dedicated mentor volunteers.  A mentor resource 

guide is provided containing articles and tips to assist with initiating, sustaining and concluding 

mentoring relationships.   

John T. Marshall continued to do a great job co-chairing the event.  An excellent faculty was 

assembled which included: Honorable Kimberly M. Esmond Adams, Gregg L. Riggs, Sheila Baldwin, 

Avarita L. Hanson, John T. Marshall and TILPP’s Director, Michelle West, who presented on the 

following topics, respectively: 

 

 Professionalism in Mentoring and Administration of Oaths as Mentor 

 Building Effective Mentoring Relationships 

 State Bar of Georgia Resources for Mentors and Beginning Lawyers 

 Generational Connecting 

 Program and Session Overview 

 TILPP Overview 

 

             The program seeks to reward TILPP Mentors with mentor information and complimentary CLE 

hours.  This event is optional and provides 3 hours of CLE credit for each Mentor who attends the live 

program or who views the online webcast.  Serving as a TILPP Mentor is not an ordinary volunteer 

opportunity.  It is a Supreme Court of Georgia appointment.   The continued success of TILPP is due to 

the professionalism of our Mentor volunteers. To date, the Supreme Court of Georgia has appointed 4772 

Mentors.  

TILPP remains grateful to all mentors who volunteer their time and lend their expertise in 

assisting new lawyers as they transition into practice.  As always, we appreciate and look forward to the 

excellent work of our volunteer speakers and Steve Harper along with his ICLE staff in facilitating this 

event.   
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F. Beginning Lawyers Program (BLP)  Held on October 16, 2014, February 23, 2015 and March 

24, 2015 

On October 16, 2014 TILPP presented a rebroadcast of the February 24, 2014 BLP where 

TILPP’s Director spoke on the program, CLE requirements, and pro bono opportunities.  As in years past, 

members of the bar staff, such as, Rita Payne, Director of Fee Arbitration, provided information on the 

State Bar Center and available resources.  W. Thomas Worthy, Director of Governmental Affairs, 

conveyed information on the Legislature.  Additional speakers were Darrell Sutton, Henry M. Quillian III, 

Vicky Ogawa Kimbrell, P. Michael Freed, Hon. James G. Bodiford, Dick Donovan, Seth D. 

Kirschenbaum, Leah Zammit Sudul. Carol V. Clark, Jeanine G. Garvie, Ryan Walsh and Carmen R. 

Toledo.  Patrick Longan continued to do a wonderful job of co-chairing the BLP CLE.  There were 209 

beginning lawyers in attendance on October 16, 2014.   

TILPP welcomed 323 newly admitted attorneys at its BLP on February 23, 2015.  The BLP was 

broadcast to the Savannah and Tifton offices.  TILPP’s Director spoke on the program, CLE 

requirements, and Pro Bono opportunities.  As in years past, the Executive Director, Jeff Davis, along 

with members of the bar staff provided information about the State Bar of Georgia as a resource.  

Specifically, Rita Payne, Director of Fee Arbitration, provided information on the State Bar Center and 

available resources.  Natalie Kelly, Director of Law Practice Management, provided information on 

practice resources.    There was a rebroadcast of the Beginning Lawyers Program on March 24, 2015 with 

216 in attendance.   There will also be a rebroadcast on October 15, 2015 for new attorneys who were 

unable to attend the previously scheduled seminars. 

Copies of the program agenda for all Beginning Lawyers Program seminars are attached hereto for 

reference. 

I appreciate the efforts of our volunteer speakers as well as the excellent work by Steve Harper and 

his ICLE staff in facilitating the BLP.    

G. Speaking Invitations for Georgia and National Organizations 

Several speaking invitations were scheduled for the following Georgia bar associations and 

organizations during 2014 – 2015 fiscal year. 

 

Date Speaking Event and Topic 

June 30, 2014 National Bar Association: moderated a panel entitled Keeping  

Up with the Changing Times - How to Advertise Your Firm 

August 16, 2014 Savannah Law School Orientation: served as a group leader for 

professionalism hypotheticals 
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November 13,  2014 TILPP, Gwinnett Bar Association & Gwinnett Pro Bono Project - Mass 

Swearing In:  presented on TILPP  

October 11, 2014 Georgia Association of Women Lawyers (GABWA) Professional 

Development Academy : presented on Having a Mentor 

November 18, 2014 GAWL’s New Lawyer Affinity Group: Roundtable Discussion on 

Networking and Best Practices 

December 5, 2014 Fulton County Swearing In: presented on TILPP 

December 11, 2014 Institute of Continuing Judicial Education (ICJE): panelist on Programs 

of the State Bar of Georgia that Strengthen Judicial Administration 

February 3, 2015 Georgia Association for Women Lawyers (GAWL) Leader Within Series: 

moderated a panel entitled Maximizing Your Mentor Relationship 

March 5, 2015 Family Law Section of the State Bar Diversity Committee: presented on 

TILPP 

March 20, 2015 GAWL Leadership Academy: Leading in Your Profession – Leaning Into 

Your Career 

March 21, 2015 Emory Legal Association of Women Law Students (LAWS) Conference: 

participated in the panel Building Strong Mentorship Associations 

Amongst Women 

March 26, 2015 Eliminating Barriers to Justice II CLE: presented on The Intersection 

Between Language Access & Professionalism 

March 30, 2015 – 

April 16, 2015 

Law School Outreach Initiative – participated on a State Bar of Georgia 

overview panel and spoke specifically on TILPP, CLE & Ethics 

 

H. TILPP Director Moderates National Bar Association (NBA) Annual Conference Panel on 

Advertising  

 On July 30, 2014, TILPP’s Director moderated a Panel entitled “Keeping Up with the Changing 

Times: How to Advertise Your Firm” for the National Bar Association Annual Conference.  Speakers on 

the panel were Keenan R.S. Nix of Morgan & Morgan, P.A., B.J. Bernstein of the Bernstein Firm, P.C., 

L. Chris Stewart of Stewart Seay & Felton, LLC and Paula Frederick of State Bar of Georgia Office of 

General Counsel.  The panel discussion was well attended and was found to be extremely helpful by the 

attendees.   

 

I. TILPP Director Attends National Association of Bar Executives (NABE) Annual Meeting 

TILPP Director attended the NABE Annual Conference in early August with Bar Executives 
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from across the country.  TILPP Director had the opportunity to speak with other Bar Executives about 

their young lawyer inclusivity activities and mentoring programs. 

 

J. TILPP Director Assists with Law School Orientation on Professionalism at Savannah Law 

School 

 As part of the State Bar Committee on Professionalism TILPP’s Director assisted students at the 

Savannah Law School orientation on August 16, 2014 with the professionalism hypotheticals program.  

Other members of the committee present that day who assisted with the administration of the program 

were Avarita Hanson, Charles E. Dorr, Kim Gallant, William McAbee, and Wayne Toth.  The students 

were receptive to the program and learned a lot from the various hypothetical scenarios. 

K. TILPP Director launches pilot Assisting Practitioners Project (APP) in Gwinnett County 

In an effort to connect with local communities and collaborate with bar associations and pro bono 

groups around Georgia, TILPP’s Director initiated a pilot of the Assisting Practitioners Project (APP) in 

Gwinnett County this past fall.  The project started with a Mass Swearing In ceremony, where TILPP 

enrollees had an opportunity to network with local attorneys and judges.  There was time before the 

ceremony to visit tables staffed by the State Bar of Georgia’s Law Practice Management Program, the 

Membership Department, the Transition Into Law Practice Program, Gwinnett Legal Aid, and the 

Gwinnett County Bar Association.  This was important because it provided beginning lawyers the 

opportunity to fast track their membership applications and TILPP enrollment forms; preview offerings of 

the local bar and State Bar; and obtain information about pro bono opportunities.  During the ceremony 

the beginning lawyers were given the opportunity to hear from Michelle West, TILPP’s Director;  Joe 

Zdrilich, President of the Gwinnett County Bar Association; Judge Melodie Conner, Chief Judge of 

Gwinnett County Superior Court; David Lipscomb, Gwinnett Indigent Defense Committee Chair; Rachel 

Lazarus, Gwinnett Legal Aid Pro Bono Director; and Grace Holloway, Gwinnett County Law Library 

Director. 

  The second component of the Assisting Practitioners Project was a joint effort with the Gwinnett 

Pro Bono Project which offered free CLE to beginning lawyers on Family Violence Temporary Protective 

Orders, Caring for Your Loved Ones, and Dispossessory.  After the seminars the new attorneys were 

given the opportunity to participate in the Probate clinic.  The beginning lawyers were also advised of the 

possibility to take a pro bono case and receive supervised learning from the Gwinnett Pro Bono Project. 

  The third component of the Assisting Practitioner’s Project will be to work with the Gwinnett Pro 

Bono Project, Gwinnett Bar Association, Gwinnett Courts and other stakeholders in the community to 

establish clinics for new attorneys, so that they are able to gain experience in the areas of eviction and 

domestic violence.   
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  This is a new initiative with hopes that it be duplicated in some form or fashion in other areas 

around the state.  Please see attached flyers and programs on these activities. 

I appreciate the efforts of the Gwinnett legal community in assisting new lawyers as they 

transition into the profession.   

 

L. TILPP Director Speaks at Georgia Association of Black Women Attorney’s (GABWA) 

Professional Development Academy  

On Saturday, October 11, 2014, TILPP’s Director spoke at the GABWA Professional 

Development Academy at Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan on the topic of Having a Mentor.  The 

Professional Development Academy was chaired by Joy Lampley-Fortson, former chair of the Committee 

on Professionalism.  The academy is comprised of second and third year law students; law graduates 

preparing for the bar or waiting bar results; and young attorneys who have practiced law for four years or 

less.  The presentation consisted of a description of TILPP’s main components with emphasis on the 

attendees’ individual requirements.  A second component of the presentation focused on how to maximize 

current mentoring relationships.   During the presentation, there was a lively and thoughtful exchange 

with the attendees. 

 

M. TILPP Director Speaks at Georgia Association for Women Lawyers (GAWL) Newer Lawyers 

Affinity Group 

TILPP’s Director joined the GAWL’s Newer Lawyers Affinity Group on Tuesday, November 18, 

2014 for a roundtable discussion.  The group consisted of current law students, new graduates and 

beginning lawyers that have been in practice for five years or less.  The group provides attorneys new to 

the practice of law with networking opportunities and legal resources.  The session consisted of a 

roundtable discussion on common mistakes made by younger lawyers, and best practices to recover and 

learn from such mistakes.  The session was well attended and the new attorneys were very receptive to the 

discussion.   

 

N. TILPP Director attends Fulton County Swearing In 

TILPP’s Director spoke briefly at the Fulton County Swearing In on December 5, 2014 about the 

requirements of the program.  There were approximately 120 new attorneys present and sworn in at the 

ceremony.  TILPP’s Director remained on site after the swearing in to meet with new attorneys and 

answer questions regarding the program.  Please see the attached information on the swearing in and the 

newly admitted attorneys.  
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O. TILPP Director Featured on Panel for Institute of Continuing Judicial Education (ICJE) 

 On December 11, 2014, TILPP’s Director, along with Paula Frederick, State Bar General 

Counsel, spoke to the UGA School of Law: Dean Rusk Center for International and Comparative Legal 

Studies and the ICJE of Georgia’s visiting judiciary from Brazil.  The topic was “Programs of the State 

Bar of Georgia that Strengthen Judicial Administration.”  TILPP’s Director spoke specifically on how the 

program is administered.   

 The Brazilian judiciary and UGA Law School have been working through the Dean Rusk Center 

for International and Comparative Legal Studies and the Institute of Continuing Judicial Education of 

Georgia for newly two decades.  The entities partner annually to deliver a program that targets effective 

judicial administration and introduces related aspects of law, procedure, judicial practice and court 

administration in the United States.  There were over 30 judges and attorneys present for the panel.   

 

P. TILPP Director Attended National Association of Bar Executives (NABE) Conference 

The NABE Mid-Year Meeting was held from February 3 – 7, 2015 in Houston, Texas.  The 2015 

theme was The Bar as a Business: R.I.S.E. to the Challenge.  The sessions focused on topics designed to 

assist organizations in reaching new attorneys, seasoned attorneys, and diverse bar members; investing in 

staff; and serving and engaging members in innovative ways.  It was beneficial to hear from other state 

bar organizations and their experiences with new admittedly attorneys.  Some of the session topics 

included were:  

 Changing Demographics – Looking Beyond Our Borders 

 The Perfect Fit: Welcoming and Engaging New Members 

 From Student to of Counsel: A Frank Discussion of Needs and Expectations 

 Young/New Lawyers: Myths, Assumptions and Realities 

 Lawyer Demographics – Who Are We and Who Will We Be 

 

During the conference, TILPP’s Director attended the Joint Awards Luncheon where the State 

Bar of Georgia’s Law Day Dream team received the American Bar Association Law Day Outstanding 

Activity Award for the second consecutive year.  TILPP’s Director worked closely with the Law Day 

committee last year and this year in the presentation of, Magna Carta: Symbol of Freedom Under Law. 

Please find excerpts from the NABE conference program attached hereto. 

 

Q. TILPP Director Presents to the Family Law Section of the State Bar Diversity Committee 

On March 5, 2015 TILPP’s Director attended the Family Law Section’s Diversity Committee 

meeting. TILPP’s Director was invited to speak to the committee about the program and how the section 
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could be of assistance.  TILPP’s Director presented and answered questions on the types of mentoring, 

time commitment of mentors, and eligibility requirements for mentors.  TILPP’s Director followed-up 

with suggestions to the committee on the following: 

 

1. Providing additional scholarships or reduced rates for newly admitted attorneys attending the 

annual Family Law Institute (FLI).   

2. Having break-out sessions at the FLI geared toward the beginning lawyer.   

3. Assisting TILPP in building its database of available and interested mentors.   

4.  

The Diversity Committee of the Family Law Section is much appreciated for their interest in the 

Program and TILPP’s Director looks forward to future collaboration.   

 

A copy of the agenda is attached hereto. 

 

R. Georgia Association of Women Lawyers (GAWL) Leader Within Program and Leadership 

Academy 

 

Leader Within: 

  GAWL’s annual Leader Within program was held this year at the State Bar of Georgia on 

February 3, 2015.  TILPP’s Director moderated a panel on Maximizing Your Mentor Relationship.  The 

panel consisted of mentoring pairs from various practice settings, including a mentoring pair from TILPP.  

The theme this year was Discover Your Leader Within and the program was geared toward attorneys 

interested in developing their leadership skills.  There were approximately 60 in attendance.    

 

Leadership Academy: 

TILPP’s Director presented on Friday, March 20, 2015 at the GAWL Leadership Academy 

session Leading in Your Profession-Leaning Into Your Career on the topic of mentoring formally and 

informally.  The Academy consisted of 16 attorneys from the metro area who have practiced for six 6 

years or more.   The program acquired a few new mentors from the session.   

Thanks to GAWL for its interest and commitment to the profession.  The program and session agenda 

are attached hereto for both events. 
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S. Emory Legal Association of Women Students (LAWS) Conference 

TILPP’s Director spoke at the LAWS 2015 Annual Conference, Bridging the Confidence Gap. 

The conference was held on Saturday, March 21, 2015 and was attended by Emory law students and 

alumni.  TILPP’s Director participated on the panel Building Strong Mentorship Associations Amongst 

Women along with Elaine Levine, Partner, Koufman, Levine & Greiner, LLP and Lisa Szafranic, Partner, 

Martenson, Hasbrouck & Simon, LLP.  

 The conference program is attached hereto.  

 

T. TILPP Director Presents at the Eliminating Barriers to Justice II CLE: How and Why to Ensure 

Language Access to Limited English Proficient and Deaf/Hard of Hearing Litigants CLE 

The Eliminating Barriers to Justice II CLE took place on March 26, 2015 at John Marshall’s 

Blackburn Conference Center.  The session was sponsored by the Georgia Legal Services Program, A.B. 

Olmos & Associates and the Supreme Court of Georgia Chief Justice Commission on Professionalism.  

TILPP’s Director presented on the Intersection Between Language Access & Professionalism.  The topic 

was well received and the audience fully engaged in the subject matter.      

 A copy of the full agenda, presentation slides and thank you letter are attached hereto for 

reference. 

U. Emory Annual Black Law Student Association (BLSA) Scholarship & Awards Reception 

Emory’s BLSA reception was held on March 26, 2015.  TILPP’s Director was able to speak with 

third year law students who will be entering the Program after admission to spread awareness of TILPP.  

It was uplifting to hear the accomplishments of the students and the remarks of speakers, inclusive of 

Justice Benham.  The reception was well attended.  

A copy of the program is attached hereto. 

 

V.  Law School Outreach Initiative 

TILPP’s Director worked with the State Bar’s Law School Outreach Committee this year to  

plan and present a 45 minute overview of the State Bar of Georgia followed by an informal reception at 

each of Georgia’s law schools.  The committee’s goal is to afford an overview of the State Bar of Georgia 

to law students.  Specifically, the presentations sought to inform law students about what the organization 

does to help the profession, its members and the public.  Please find the presentation schedule below:   

Georgia State - March 30, 2015 
 
John Marshall - April 2, 2015 
  
UGA - April 8, 2015 



216

11 
 

  
Mercer - April 15, 2015  
  
Emory - April 16, 2015 
 

W. Law Day Committee Presents Magana Carta: Symbol of Freedom Under Law  

TILPP’s Director worked with the State Bar of Georgia Law Day Dream Team chaired by 

Melody Z. Richardson to present, Magna Carta: Symbol of Freedom Under Law.  The Dream Team is a 

collaboration of law-related associations with the Atlanta Public Schools, the Savannah Public Schools 

and the Tifton Public Schools.  The event took place on April 21, 2015 with approximately 60 students 

from the Atlanta Public Schools in attendance at the State Bar of Georgia in Atlanta.  There were also 

students in attendance by webcast from Savannah and Tifton.  The session involved a mock trial 

presented by the D.M. Therrell High School Mock Trial team and focused on the right to trial by jury as 

exhibited in Chapter 39 of the Magna Carta.   

 The day proved informative, engaging and enjoyable for all involved.  A copy of the program is 

attached hereto for reference. 

 

X. Outside Bar Associations and Other Organization Inquiries  

 TILPP has had various domestic inquiries into its implementation and operating procedures this 

fiscal year.   

August 2014 

 August 2014 - TILPP received a phone inquiry from Jeanne Marie Claver with the 

Washington State Bar.  Ms. Claver was seeking information to assist with the planning of 

their voluntary mentoring program.   

 August 2014 – TILPP received a phone inquiry from E. Regine Francois, Esq., Executive 

Director, Maryland Professionalism Center.  Ms. Francois wanted to get more 

information on TILPP’s framework and the administration of the program. 

 August 2014 – TILPP received a phone inquiry from the Maryland Court of Appeals.  

Justice Adkins’ law clerk, Jared Dvornicky, was seeking information on swearing in 

ceremonies and whether it was a part of our program. 

 September 2014 - TILPP received an email inquiry from the Utah State Bar New Lawyer 

Training Program.  The new coordinator was seeking information on recruiting and 

training mentors. 

 

December 2014 
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 TILPP received a phone and email inquiry from Louis Pepe, Partner, at McElroy, 

Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP.  Pepe, past president of the Connecticut Bar 

Association (CBA) and current chair of the CBA Standing Committee on 

Professionalism, is attempting to take their pilot mentoring program statewide.  The 

Connecticut Bar Foundation, where he also serves, is looking for speakers to assist with a 

potential symposium on the topic of mentoring programs.  The symposium’s focus would 

be on the implementation and visibility of mentoring programs. 

 TILPP received an email inquiry from Lori Keating, Secretary of the Commission on 

Professionalism at the Ohio Supreme Court, on integration of pro bono into the 

mentoring experience.    

February 2015 

 TILPP received a telephone inquiry from James C. Frenzel, Esq. regarding the 

Bankruptcy specialty section of the American Inns of Court starting a mentoring 

program.  Freinzel wanted to determine how their program could compliment and not 

conflict with TILPP. 

March 2015 

 TILPP received an email and phone inquiry for Ida Abbott of Ida Abbott Consulting, 

LLC regarding information on the specifics of TILPP.  Ms. Abbott is the vice chair of a 

California State Bar task force, which was initiated to set-up a mentoring program in 

California.  

 TILPP received an email inquiry from Emily Sorenson, Coordinator of the Utah State Bar 

New Lawyers Training Program, regarding information on obtaining mentors and 

incentives provided to mentors.  

Y. Progress Reports For Georgia Organizations 

Several oral and/or written reports were submitted to the following committees and/or 

organizations during 2014 and 2015:  
 

Commission on Continuing Lawyer Competency (“CCLC”)   

October 30, 2014 

April 6, 2015 

 

Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism and State Bar Committee on Professionalism 

September 25, 2014 

April 30, 2015 
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State Bar of Georgia Board of Governors   

June 20, 2015 
 

Z. Mentor-Beginning Lawyer List 

Copies of the 2015 Mentor-Beginning Lawyer Lists are attached for your reference.  The lists are 

arranged alphabetically by Judicial Circuit and the last name of the beginning lawyer.  The mentoring 

period is for a 12-month period determined by the date of admission: 

 Fiscal Year Period (15FY): Beginning lawyers who were admitted January 1 – June 30, 2014, 

the mentoring period would officially begin the date after admission and correspond with the 

fiscal year July 1, 2014 - July 30, 2015. 

 Calendar Year Period (15CY):  Beginning lawyers admitted July 1 – December 31, 2014, the 

mentoring period would officially begin the date after admission and correspond with the 

calendar year January 1 – December 31, 2015. 

  

Upcoming 2015 Events: 

NABE Conference: July 28 – 30, 2015 

August Group Mentoring: August 18, 2015 

Law School Orientation Professionalism Seminar: August 2015 

Beginning Lawyers Program: October 15, 2015 (rebroadcast) 

 

Summary 

Mentoring programs for newly admitted attorneys are now underway in various forms and stages 

throughout the United States. All of this momentum started years ago with the vision, leadership and 

service of the Standards Committee members, CCLC members, State Bar of Georgia leaders, and the 

Supreme Court of Georgia. All leadership entities of the State Bar of Georgia should feel proud of having 

initiated a mandatory mentoring movement that is changing the legal profession in a positive manner.  
 

As always, please contact me with any questions or comments. 

 

END OF REPORT 
 (Attachments Follow) 

Contact Information: 
Michelle E. West Esq. 
Direct Line: 404.527.8703 
Email: michellew@gabar.org 
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tuesday  •  august 19, 2014
InstItute of ContInuIng LegaL eduCatIon In georgIa

CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations reaching ICLE by 5:00 p.m. the day before the seminar 
date will receive a registration fee refund less a $15.00 administra-
tive fee. Otherwise, the registrant will be considered a “no show” and 
will not receive a registration fee refund. Program materials will be 
shipped after the program to every “no show.” Designated substitutes 
may take the place of registrants unable to attend.

SEMINAR REGISTRATION POLICY
Early registrations must be received 48 hours before the seminar. ICLE will accept on-
site registrations as space allows. However, potential attendees should call ICLE the day 
before the seminar to verify that space is available. All attendees must check in upon 
arrival and are requested to wear name tags at all times during the seminar. ICLE makes 
every effort to have enough program materials at the seminar for all attendees. When 
demand is high, program materials must be shipped to some attendees.

ICLE

NOTE: This event is for newly admitted lawyers in Georgia who are 
enrolled in the Group Mentoring component of the Transition into Law 
Practice Program (TILPP). Do NOT register for this event if you are not 
enrolled in TILPP, or if you are a prosecutor, solicitor, public defender, 
or if you are enrolled in Inside Mentoring or Outside Mentoring.

TILPP consists of two (2) components: a continuing legal education 
(“CLE”) component and a mentoring component. Successful comple-
tion of TILPP satisfies your mandatory CLE requirements for the cal-
endar year of your admission and the next succeeding calendar year. 
(State Bar Rule 8-104 (B)(1)). 

Attendance at this Group Mentoring event satisfies a portion of the 
Mentoring component requirement; it does not satisfy any portion 
of the CLE component requirement—No CLE credit is given for this 
event.

Components of the Transition into Law Practice Program
1. CLE Component (Regulation (1)(C)(i) to State Bar Rule 8-104 
(B)): You must attend mandatory CLE activities. The exact activities 
depend upon your practice setting. Prosecutors or Solicitors should 
contact their supervisor or the Prosecuting Attorneys Council of 
Georgia for applicable CLE activities; Public Defenders should contact 
their supervisor or the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council for 
applicable CLE activities. All other Program participants (i.e.—Begin-
ning Lawyers who are neither prosecutors nor public defenders) must 
complete a minimum of twelve (12) CLE hours, consisting of the Be-
ginning Lawyers Program (6 CLE hours of credit) and six (6) additional 
CLE hours of their choice. You will receive information on dates and 
times of the Beginning Lawyers Program at the address you have 
on file with the State Bar of Georgia.

2. Mentoring Component (Regulation (1)(C)(ii) to State Bar Rule 
8-104 (B)): For Group Mentoring participants: each Group Mentoring 
event generally consists of 3 hours, and you must complete two (2) 
Group Mentoring events during your assigned Mentoring Period.  
Generally, those Beginning Lawyers who are admitted after passing 
the February Bar Examination have their mentoring period tracked 
beginning the start of the next FISCAL YEAR (July 1–June 30); and, 
those Beginning Lawyers who are admitted after passing the July 
Bar Examination have their mentoring period tracked beginning the 
next CALENDAR YEAR (January 1–December 31). You will receive in-
formation on dates and times of Group Mentoring events at the 
address you have on file with the State Bar of Georgia.

Co-sponsored by:

Transition into Law 
Practice Program (TILPP) 

State Bar of Georgia

august 2014 
group Mentoring

in perSon:

state Bar of georgia 
Headquarters
104 Marietta Street NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
for directionS pleaSe viSit 

ht tp://www.GaBar.orG

via video conference:

Coastal georgia 
state Bar of georgia 
18 E. Bay Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31401
Space limited to 30  attendeeS

via video conference:

soutH georgia
state Bar of georgia 
244 E. Second Street 
Tifton, Georgia 31794
Space limited to 30  attendeeS

Seminar will be held at these locations:
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tHree ways to register: check the ICLE schedule on the web at www.iclega.org
Mail: ICLE • P.O. Box 1885 • Athens, GA 30603-1885 (make check payable to ICLE)
Fax: 706-354-4190 (credit card payment must accompany fax to be processed)
Online: iclega.org (credit card payment only)

Duplicate registrations may result in 
multiple charges to your account.  A $15 
administrative fee will apply to refunds 
required because of duplicate registrations.
©  2014 Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia 

Questions? Call ICLE Atlanta Area:  770-466-0886 • Athens Area:  706–369–5664 • Toll Free:  1–800–422–0893

 8:15 REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL 
BREAkFAST (All attendees must check 
in upon arrival. A jacket or sweater is 
recommended.)

 8:45 WELCOME AND PROGRAM OvERvIEW
  Michelle E. West

 9:00 THE vIRTUAL OFFICE 
  (Model Mentoring Plan C)
  Natalie R. Kelly, Director, Law Practice 

Management Program, State Bar of Georgia, 
Atlanta

 10:00 BREAk
 

 10:15 COMMUNICATING PROFSSIONALLY 
  WITH THE BENCH, BAR, AND 
  YOUR CLIENT 
  (Model Mentoring Plan A, D & I)
  Avarita L. Hanson, Executive Director, Chief 

Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, 
Atlanta 

 11:00 STARTING AND MANAGING YOUR 
  LAW PRACTICE
  (Model Mentoring Plan A, C & D)   

Evan L. Kaine, Kaine Law, LLC, Atlanta

 11:45 qUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
  Michelle E. West

 12:00 ADjOURN

AGENDA The registration fee for all seminars held at the State Bar of Georgia has been 
reduced by ICLE in recognition of the Bar’s service to Georgia attorneys.

 Presiding: Michelle E. West, Director, Transition Into Law Practice Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

august 2014 group Mentoring  •  August 19, 2014  •  8645

I WILL ATTEND:
q ATLANTA (IN PERSON)
q SAvANNAH (VIDEO CONFERENCE)
q TIFTON (VIDEO CONFERENCE)

Signature: 

NAME __________________________________ GEORGIA BAR # ____________

FIRM/COMPANY __________________________ OFFICE PHONE  ____________

EMAIL _____________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS _______________________________ ZIP + 4 ____________

STREET ADDRESS _______________________________ ZIP + 4 ____________

CITY ___________________________________________ STATE ____________
q  I am sight impaired under the ADA and I will contact ICLE immediately to make arrangements.
q I have enclosed a check in the amount of $_______ (See fees at left)
q I authorize ICLE to charge the amount of $________ (See fees at left) 
 to my  q MASTERCARD  q VISA  q AMERICAN EXPRESS*   

Expiration Date:

Credit Card Verification Number: A three-digit number usually located on the back of 
your credit card; *AmEx is four-digits on the front of the card.

Account #:                                                                                    

(To receive seminar notification and registration confirmation by email only.)

early registration:   $65
on-site registration:   $85

Early registrations must be received 
48 hours before the seminar.

Attendance at this Group Mentoring event satisfies a portion of the Mentoring component requirement; 
it does not satisfy any portion of the CLE component requirement—No CLE credit is given for this event.

august 2014 
group Mentoring
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To fulfill initial CLE requirements, lawyers who are newly admitted to the State Bar of Georgia are required to take this seminar 
and any other six-hour CLE course of their choosing during the year in which they are admitted or the following calendar year. 
This program is not required for prosecutors, solicitors and public defenders. Each of these groups has its separate 
mentoring and CLE programs.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE TRANSITION INTO LAW PRACTICE PROGRAM PLEASE NOTE:

InstItute of ContInuIng LegaL eduCatIon In georgIa

Beginning Lawyers Program
Recorded Monday, February 24, 2014 

STATEWIdE SATELLITE REBROAdCAST: Thursday, October 16, 2014

Beginning Lawyers Program  •   REBROAdCAST  •  October 16, 2014   •   8663

To regisTer check locaTion: (see reverse side of brochure for the address of each location)
q ALBANy  q ATHENS   q ATL./GA BAR CENTER  q AuGuSTA  q COLuMBuS 
q dALTON q kENNESAW q SAvANNAH q TIfTON q  vALdOSTA

q I have enclosed a check for the registration fee.
q I authorize ICLE to charge the registration fee to my  q MASTERCARD  q VISA  q AMERICAN EXPRESS*
q I am unable to attend. Please send written materials and bill me for the cost of materials only. Sorry, no phone orders! 
q   I am sight impaired under the ADA, and I will contact ICLE immediately to make arrangements.

Signature:

Account #              

Expiration Date: 

Credit Card Verification Number: A three-digit number usually located on 
the back of your credit card; *AmEx is four-digits on the front of the card./

Duplicate registrations may result in 
multiple charges to your account.  A $15 
administrative fee will apply to refunds 
required because of duplicate registrations.

©  2014 Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia 

Questions? Call ICLE Atlanta Area:  770-466-0886 • Athens Area:  706–369–5664 • Toll Free:  1–800–422–0893

THREE WAyS TO REGISTER: check the ICLE schedule on the web at www.iclega.org

Mail: ICLE • P.O. Box 1885 • Athens, GA 30603-1885 (make check payable to ICLE)

Fax: 706-354-4190 (credit card payment must accompany fax to be processed)

Online: iclega.org (credit card payment only)

REfER TO THE REGISTRATION fORM ANd CHECk THE REBROAdCAST LOCATION yOu PLAN TO ATTENd. 
Albany ................................. Darton College—Allied Health/Community Services Bldg. 

(Bldg. J), 2400 Gillionville Rd. (use East entrance), Rm 115
Athens ................................. ICLE, A.G. Cleveland Bldg., 248 Prince Ave.
Atlanta—Ga. Bar ............ Georgia Bar Center. 104 Marietta St. NW (Corner of  Marietta 

and Spring)
Augusta ............................... Augusta State University—Washington Hall, Rm 116,  

2500 Walton Way (or Washington Hall Towers 3rd Floor)

Columbus ........................... Columbus State Univ.—Elizabeth Bradley Turner Ctr.,  
corner of E. Lindsey & College Dr., Rm 215 

Dalton .................................. NW Georgia Trade & Convention Ctr, 2211 Dug Gap Battle Rd.
Kennesaw ........................... Kennesaw State University—Continuing Education,  

3333 Busbee Drive, South Entrance, Rm 235 
Savannah ........................... State Bar of Georgia, Coastal GA Office, 18 E. Bay St.
Tifton .................................... State Bar of Georgia, South Georgia Office, 244 E. 2nd St. NW
Valdosta .............................. Valdosta State University—Regional Ctr. for Continuing 

Education, 903 N. Patterson St. (Park in Rear)

STATEWIdE SATELLITE PROGRAM

REGISTRATION fEE: $95

NAME ________________________________________________________________________  GEORGIA BAR # ______________________

FIRM/COMPANY ______________________________________________________________  OFFICE PHONE _______________________

v EMAIL ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________  ZIP + 4 __________________- ___________

STREET ADDRESS(for UPS) ____________________________________________________  ZIP + 4 __________________- ___________

CIT Y ___________________________________________________________ STATE _______

(To receive seminar notification and registration confirmation by email only.)
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AGENDA

CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations reaching ICLE by 5:00pm, the day before the seminar 
date will receive a registration fee refund less a $15.00 administra-
tive fee. Otherwise, the registrant will be considered a “no show” and 
will not receive a registration fee refund. Program materials will be 
shipped after the program to every “no show.” Designated substitutes 
may take the place of registrants unable to attend.

SEMINAR REGISTRATION POLICY
Early registrations must be received 48 hours before the seminar. ICLE will accept on-
site registrations as space allows. However, potential attendees should call ICLE the day 
before the seminar to verify that space is available. All attendees must check in upon 
arrival and are requested to wear name tags at all times during the seminar. ICLE makes 
every effort to have enough program materials at the seminar for all attendees. When 
demand is high, program materials must be shipped to some attendees.

ICLE

The registration fee for all seminars held at the State Bar of Georgia has been 
reduced by ICLE in recognition of the Bar’s service to Georgia attorneys.

 8:00 REGISTRATION 
  (All attendees must check in upon arrival. 
  A jacket or sweater is recommended.)

  8:30 WELCOME TO THE STATE BAR OF GEORGIA
  Michelle E. West

 9:00 GREETINGS FROM THE YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION
  Darrell L. Sutton, President, Young Lawyers Division, State 

Bar of Georgia; Sutton Law Group, Marietta 

 9:15 THREE WAYS THE STATE BAR HELPS START 
  YOUR CAREER
 • TILPP
 • CLE
 • Pro Bono 
  Michelle E. West

 9:30 SIX WAYS THE STATE BAR pROTECTS YOUR 
  LAW LICENSE AND SERVES YOU
 • Unauthorized practice of Law
 • Consumer Assistance Program
 • Fee Arbitration 
 • Lawyers Assistance Program
 • Membership
 • Bar Center
  Rita Payne, Director, Fee Arbitration, State Bar of Georgia, 

Atlanta

 9:50 HOW THE STATE BAR ADVOCATES FOR YOU 
 • Legislature
  W. Thomas Warthy, Director, Governmental and External 

Affairs, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

 10:00 STARTING A LAWSUIT: THE WHYS AND WHEREFORES 
OF REQUIRED pROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTS

  Henry M. Quillian, III, Taylor English Duma, LLP, Atlanta

 11:00 BREAK

 11:15 HOW TO DEAL WITH DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ISSUES 
  IN YOUR pRACTICE
  Vicky Ogawa Kimbrell, Georgia Legal Services Program, 

Atlanta

 12:15 LUNCH

 1:15 HOW TO AVOID MALPRACTICE
  Paula J. Frederick, General Counsel, State Bar of Georgia, 

Atlanta
  P. Michael Freed, Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP, 

Atlanta
 
 2:15 BREAK

 2:30 ACTING FOR YOUR CLIENT
  Moderator: Patrick E. Longan
  Panelists:
  Hon. James G. Bodiford, Judge, Superior Court, Cobb 

Judicial Circuit, Marietta
  Dick Donovan, District Attorney, Paulding Judicial Circuit, 

Dallas
  Seth D. Kirschenbaum, Davis, Zipperman, Kirschenbaum 

& Lotito, Atlanta
  Leah Zammit Sudul, Jacobs & King LLC, Atlanta

 3:30 ADJOURN

 Presiding: Michelle E. West, Program Co-Chair, Director, Transition Into Law Practice Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  Prof. Patrick E. Longan, Program Co-Chair, Bootle Chair in Ethics and Professionalism, Walter F. George School of Law, Mercer 

University, Macon
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M e nto r 
o r i e ntati o n

InstItute of ContInuIng LegaL eduCatIon In georgIa

Friday  •  November 7, 2014

3 CLE Hours including  •  1 Professionalism Hour

Co-sponsored by:

  StaNdardS oF the ProFeSSioN  
 Committee, State Bar of Georgia 

  traNSitioN iNto Law 
  PraCtiCe Program

State bar oF g eorg ia he adquarte rS
104 Marietta Street NW • Atlanta, Georgia
For Directions Please Visit httP://www.gabar.org/

To make hotel room reservations, call:
Embassy Suites phone: 1-800-Hilton  •  The Glenn phone: 404-521-2250
Hilton Garden Inn phone: 404-577-2001  •  The Omni phone: 404-818-4334
Ask for the State Bar of Georgia’s negotiated corporate rate.

A noTE on PArkinG AT THE BAr CEnTEr: As of Sept. 2, 2014, Georgia DOT will begin work on replacing the Spring Street bridge, which will impact 
traffic and parking at the Bar Center. During this time, there will be only one-way access into the State Bar parking garage. You will enter and exit the Bar 
Center traveling southeast on Marietta Street. We urge all of our members and visitors to please allow extra time for congestion in this area when visiting the 
Bar Center. For more information, please visit www.gabar.org/springstdetours.cfm



224

CAnCELLATion PoLiCY
If you are unable to attend, please cancel your registration 
by noon, November 3, 2014

This is a special “invitation only” seminar.  Pre-registration 
is required before  noon on November 3, 2014 by com-
pleting the attached form and returning it via U.S. mail to 
ICLE in Georgia • PO Box 1885 • Athens, GA 30603-1885 or 
via fax at (706) 354-4190, on online to: 
www.iclega.org/orientation.html

ICLE SEMinAr rEGiSTrATion PoLiCY

three wayS to regiSter:
Mail: ICLE • P.O. Box 1885 • Athens, GA 30603-1885
Fax: 706-354-4190 
online: www.iclega.org/orientation.html
©  2014 Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia 

queStioNS? CaLL iCLe 
atlanta area:  770-466-0886 
athens area:  706–369–5664 
toll Free:  1–800–422–0893

AGENDA

 Presiding: John T. Marshall, Program Co-Chair; Chair, Standards of the Profession Committee, State Bar of Georgia; 
  Bryan Cave, LLP, Atlanta 
  Michelle E. West, Program Co-Chair; Director, Transition Into Law Practice Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

Mentor orientation   •  november 7, 2014  •  8698
NAME __________________________________ GEORGIA BAR # ____________

FIRM/COMPANY __________________________ OFFICE PHONE  ____________

EMAIL _____________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS _______________________________ ZIP + 4 ____________

STREET ADDRESS _______________________________ ZIP + 4 ____________

CITY ___________________________________________ STATE ____________

q  i am sight impaired under the ada and i will contact iCLe immediately to make arrangements.

(To receive seminar notification and registration confirmation by email only.)

no Fe e
early registrations 
must be received by noon, 
Monday, november 3, 2014

 7:30 rEGiSTrATion And ConTinEnTAL BrEAkFAST 
  (All attendees must check in upon arrival. A jacket or sweater is recommended.)

 8:15 WELCoME And ProGrAM ovErviEW
  John T. Marshall

 9:15 ovErviEW oF TrAnSiTion inTo LAW PrACTiCE ProGrAM
  Michelle E. West

 9:30 STATE BAr oF GEorGiA rESoUrCES For MEnTorS And BEGinninG LAWYErS
  Sheila Baldwin, Member Benefits Coordinator, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

 10:00 BUiLdinG EFFECTivE MEnTorinG rELATionSHiPS 
  Gregg L. Riggs, Novateur Partners, LLC, Atlanta

 10:25 BrEAk 

 10:40 GEnErATionAL ConnECTinG
  Avarita L. Hanson, Executive Director, Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, Atlanta
 
 11:40 ProFESSionALiSM in MEnTorinG And 

AdMiniSTrATion oF oATH AS MEnTor
  Hon. Kimberly M. Esmond Adams, Judge, Fulton County 

Superior Court, Atlanta
  
 12:00 AdjoUrn
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PARTICIPANTS IN THE TRANSITION INTO LAW PRACTICE PROGRAM PLEASE NOTE:

MONday  •  February 23, 2015
InstItute of ContInuIng LegaL eduCatIon In georgIa

Beginning Lawyers 
Program

Duplicate registrations may result in 
multiple charges to your account.  A $15 
administrative fee will apply to refunds 
required because of duplicate registrations.

©  2014 Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia 

Questions? Call ICLE Atlanta Area:  770-466-0886 • Athens Area:  706–369–5664 • Toll Free:  1–800–422–0893

THREE WAyS TO REGISTER: check the ICLE schedule on the web at www.iclega.org

Mail: ICLE • P.O. Box 1885 • Athens, GA 30603-1885 (make check payable to ICLE)

Fax: 706-354-4190 (credit card payment must accompany fax to be processed)

Online: iclega.org (credit card payment only)

To fulfill initial CLE requirements, lawyers who are newly admitted 
to the State Bar of Georgia are required to take this seminar and any 
other six-hour CLE course of their choosing during the year in which 
they are admitted or the following calendar year. 

This program is not required for prosecutors, solicitors and pub-
lic defenders. Each of these groups has its separate mentoring 
and CLE programs.

State bar OF GeOrGia 
HeadquarterS
104 Marietta Street NW  
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
for directions please visit: 

ht tp://w w w.gabar.org

SPACE LIMITEd TO 200  ATTENdEES

COaStal GeOrGia OFFiCe
State bar of Georgia 
18 East Bay Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31401

SPACE LIMITEd TO 30  ATTENdEES

SOutH GeOrGia OFFiCe
State bar of Georgia 
244 East Second Street 
Tifton, Georgia 31794

SPACE LIMITEd TO 30  ATTENdEES

a d d r e S S e S  F O r  V i e w i N G  l O C at i O N S

Beginning Lawyers Program  •  February 23, 2015   •   8781

To regisTer check locaTion:

q ATLANTA	 q SaVaNNaH q tiFtON

q I have enclosed a check for the registration fee.
q I authorize ICLE to charge the registration fee to my  q MASTERCARD  q VISA  q AMERICAN EXPRESS*
q		 I am sight impaired under the ADA, and I will contact ICLE immediately to make arrangements.

Signature:

Account #              

Expiration Date: 

credit card verification number: a three-digit number usually located on 
the back of your credit card; *amex is four-digits on the front of the card./

EARLy REGISTRATION: $95
ON-SITEREGISTRATION: $125

NAME ________________________________________________________________________  GEORGIA BAR # ______________________

FIRM/COMPANY ______________________________________________________________  OFFICE PHONE _______________________

v EMAIL ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________  ZIP + 4 __________________- ___________

STREET ADDRESS(for UPS) ____________________________________________________  ZIP + 4 __________________- ___________

CIT Y ___________________________________________________________ STATE _______

(To receive seminar notification and registration confirmation by email only.)

Co-sponsored by:

transition into law Practice Program (TILPP) 
state bar of georgia
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AGENDA

CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations reaching ICLE by 5:00 p.m. the day before the seminar 
date will receive a registration fee refund less a $15.00 administrative 
fee. Otherwise, the registrant will be considered a “no show” and will 
not receive a registration fee refund. Program materials will be shipped 
after the program to every “no show.” Designated substitutes may take 
the place of registrants unable to attend.

SEMINAR REGISTRATION POLICY
Early registrations must be received 48 hours before the seminar. ICLE will accept on-
site registrations as space allows. However, potential attendees should call ICLE the day 
before the seminar to verify that space is available. All attendees must check in upon 
arrival and are requested to wear name tags at all times during the seminar. ICLE makes 
every effort to have enough program materials at the seminar for all attendees. When 
demand is high, program materials must be shipped to some attendees.

ICLE

 7:30 REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAkFAST
  (All attendees must check in upon arrival. A removable jacket or 

sweater is recommended.)
  
 8:15 WELCOME TO THE STATE BAR OF GEORGIA
  Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, President, State Bar of Georgia; Atlanta 

Beltline, Inc., Atlanta

 8:30 GREETINGS FROM THE STATE BAR’S YOUNG LAWYERS DIvISION
  V. Sharri Edenfield, President, Young Lawyers Division, State Bar of 

Georgia; Edenfield, Cox, Bruce & Cassens, P.C., Statesboro

 8:45 LAUNCH YOUR CAREER WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF 
  THE STATE BAR
	 	 •	 TILPP
	 	 •	 CLE	Opportunities
	 	 •	 Pro	Bono	Training	&	Opportunities
  Michelle E. West

 9:05 PRACTICE RESOURCES AvAILABLE FROM THE STATE BAR
	 	 •	 Law	Practice	Management
	 	 •	 Fast	Case
	 	 •	 Member	Benefits
  Natalie Kelly, Director, Law Practice Management Program, State Bar 

of Georgia, Atlanta

 9:25 HOW THE STATE BAR WORkS TO PROTECT YOUR LICENSE
	 	 •	 Unauthorized	Practice	of	Law
	 	 •	 Consumer	Assistance	Program
	 	 •	 Fee	Arbitration	
	 	 •	 Lawyers	Assistance	Program
  Rita Payne, Director, Fee Arbitration, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

 9:45 THE STATE BAR AT WORk FOR YOU
	 	 •	 Membership
	 	 •	 State	Bar	Center
	 	 •	 Legislative	Advocacy
  Jeffrey R. Davis 

 10:05 WAYS TO GET INvOLvED WITH STATE BAR SECTIONS 
  AND PROGRAMS
	 	 •	 Military	Legal	Assistance	Program
	 	 •	 Pro	Bono	Program
	 	 •	 Family	Section
	 	 •	 General	Practice	&	Trial	Section
  Norman Zoller, Attorney Coordinator, Military Legal Assistnce 

Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  Michael L. Monahan, Director, Pro Bono Program, State Bar of Georgia, 

Atlanta
  Rebecca Crumrine Rieder, Chair, Family Law Section, State Bar of 

Georgia; Hedgepeth, Heredia, Crumrine & Morrision LLC, Atlanta
  Nicholas J. Pieschel, Chair, General Practice & Trial Section, State Bar of 

Georgia; Moorman Pieschel LLC, Atlanta

 10:35 BREAk 

 10:45 BREAkOUT SESSIONS

  STARTING A LAWSUIT: THE WHYS AND WHEREFORES OF 
REQUIRED PROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTS

  (This breakout session is available for the Live and the Video 
Conference locations) 

  Henry M. Quillian, III, Taylor English Duman, LLP, Atlanta

  CRIME,	PUNISHMENT	&	IMPLICATIONS
  (This Breakout session  is available for the live location only)
  Robert D. James, District Attorney, Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit, 

Decatur
  Patricia A. McKenzie, Law Office of Patricia A. McKenzie, Lawrenceville

  MAkING YOUR MARk IN A TRANSACTIONAL PRACTICE
  (This Breakout session  is available for the live location only)
  Timothy W. Bratcher, Greenberg Traurig, Atlanta

 11:45 LUNCHEON (Included in registration fee) 

 12:15 GREETINGS FROM THE GEORGIA SUPREME COURT
  Hon. Hugh P. Thompson, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia, 

Atlanta

 12:35 HOw	TO	AvOId	BAR	COMPLAINTS	&	MALPRACTICE
  Paula J. Frederick, General Counsel, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  P. Michael Freed, Lewis, Brisois Bisgaard & Smith LLP, Atlanta

 1:45 BREAk  
 
 2:00 BREAkOUT SESSIONS
  
  ACTING FOR YOUR CLIENT
  (This breakout session is available for the Live and Video Conference 

locations.)
	 	 Moderator:	Patrick E. Longan
	 	 Panelists:
  Hon. James G. Bodiford, Former Judge, Superior Court, Cobb Judicial 

Circuit, Marietta
  Donald R. “Dick” Donovan, District Attorney, Paulding Judicial Circuit, 

Dallas
  Seth D. Kirschenbaum, Davis, Zipperman, Kirschenbaum & Lotito, 

Atlanta
  Leah J. Zammit, Zammit Law LLC, Marietta  

  HOW TO SUCCEED AS AN ASSOCIATE
  (This Breakout session is available for the live location only)
	 	 Moderator:	Ryan Walsh, Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd LLP, Atlanta
	 	 Panelists:
  Carol V. Clark, Law Office of Carol V. Clark, Atlanta
  Jeanine G. Garvie, Attorney at Law, Atlanta
  Carmen R. Toledo, King & Spalding LLP, Atlanta

  ESQuasi—HOW NON-TRADITIONAL LEGAL CAREERS CAN WORk 
FOR YOU  

  (This Breakout session is available for the live location only)
	 	 Moderator:	Cristen W. Dutcher, Clinical Assistant Professor, Coles 

College of Business, Kennesaw State University, Kennesaw
  Panelists:
  Megan T. Hodgkiss,  Legal Consultant & Project Coordinator, Georgia 

News Lab, Atlanta
  Elizabeth K. Jabaley, Forensic Accountant, IAG Forensics, Marietta
  Chris S. Tomlinson, Executive Director, State Road & Tollway Authority 

(SRTA) & Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA), Atlanta 
  John Trotti, Senior Manager, Contracts, Iron Mountain Intellectual 

Propery Management, Inc., Norcross
   
 3:00 ADJOURN

 Presiding: Michelle E. West, Program Co-Chair, Director, Transition Into Law Practice Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  Jeffrey R. Davis, Program Co-Chair, Executive Director, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  Prof. Patrick E. Longan, Program Co-Chair, Bootle Chair in Ethics and Professionalism, Walter F. George School of Law, Mercer University, Macon

The registration fee for all seminars held at the State Bar of Georgia has been 
reduced by ICLE in recognition of the Bar’s service to Georgia attorneys.
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tuesday  •  March 10, 2015
InstItute of ContInuIng LegaL eduCatIon In georgIa

CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations reaching ICLE by 5:00 p.m. the day before the seminar 
date will receive a registration fee refund less a $15.00 administra-
tive fee. Otherwise, the registrant will be considered a “no show” and 
will not receive a registration fee refund. Program materials will be 
shipped after the program to every “no show.” Designated substitutes 
may take the place of registrants unable to attend.

SEMINAR REGISTRATION POLICY
Early registrations must be received 48 hours before the seminar. ICLE will accept on-
site registrations as space allows. However, potential attendees should call ICLE the day 
before the seminar to verify that space is available. All attendees must check in upon 
arrival and are requested to wear name tags at all times during the seminar. ICLE makes 
every effort to have enough program materials at the seminar for all attendees. When 
demand is high, program materials must be shipped to some attendees.

ICLE

NOTE: This event is for newly admitted lawyers in Georgia who are 
enrolled in the Group Mentoring component of the Transition into Law 
Practice Program (TILPP). Do NOT register for this event if you are not 
enrolled in TILPP, or if you are a prosecutor, solicitor, public defender, 
or if you are enrolled in Inside Mentoring or Outside Mentoring.

TILPP consists of two (2) components: a continuing legal education 
(“CLE”) component and a mentoring component. Successful comple-
tion of TILPP satisfies your mandatory CLE requirements for the cal-
endar year of your admission and the next succeeding calendar year. 
(State Bar Rule 8-104 (B)(1)). 

Attendance at this Group Mentoring event satisfies a portion of the 
Mentoring component requirement; it does not satisfy any portion 
of the CLE component requirement—No CLE credit is given for this 
event.

components of the transition into Law Practice Program
1. CLE Component (Regulation (1)(C)(i) to State Bar Rule 8-104 
(B)): You must attend mandatory CLE activities. The exact activities 
depend upon your practice setting. Prosecutors or Solicitors should 
contact their supervisor or the Prosecuting Attorneys Council of 
Georgia for applicable CLE activities; Public Defenders should contact 
their supervisor or the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council for 
applicable CLE activities. All other Program participants (i.e.—Begin-
ning Lawyers who are neither prosecutors nor public defenders) must 
complete a minimum of twelve (12) CLE hours, consisting of the Be-
ginning Lawyers Program (6 CLE hours of credit) and six (6) additional 
CLE hours of their choice. You will receive information on dates and 
times of the Beginning Lawyers Program at the address you have 
on file with the State Bar of Georgia.

2. Mentoring Component (Regulation (1)(C)(ii) to State Bar Rule 
8-104 (B)): For Group Mentoring participants: each Group Mentoring 
event generally consists of 3 hours, and you must complete two (2) 
Group Mentoring events during your assigned Mentoring Period.  
Generally, those Beginning Lawyers who are admitted after passing 
the February Bar Examination have their mentoring period tracked 
beginning the start of the next FISCAL YEAR (July 1–June 30); and, 
those Beginning Lawyers who are admitted after passing the July 
Bar Examination have their mentoring period tracked beginning the 
next CALENDAR YEAR (January 1–December 31). You will receive in-
formation on dates and times of Group Mentoring events at the 
address you have on file with the State Bar of Georgia.

Co-sponsored by:

transition into Law 
Practice Program (tILPP) 

State Bar of Georgia

March 2015 
GrouP MentorInG

in perSon:

state Bar of GeorGIa 
headquarters
104 Marietta Street NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
for directionS pleaSe viSit 

ht tp://www.GaBar.orG

via video conference:

coastaL GeorGIa 
state Bar of Georgia 
18 E. Bay Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31401
Space limited to 30  attendeeS

via video conference:

south GeorGIa
state Bar of Georgia 
244 E. Second Street 
Tifton, Georgia 31794
Space limited to 30  attendeeS

Seminar will be held at these locations:
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three ways to reGIster: check the ICLE schedule on the web at www.iclega.org
Mail: ICLE • P.O. Box 1885 • Athens, GA 30603-1885 (make check payable to ICLE)
Fax: 706-354-4190 (credit card payment must accompany fax to be processed)
Online: iclega.org (credit card payment only)

Duplicate registrations may result in 
multiple charges to your account.  A $15 
administrative fee will apply to refunds 
required because of duplicate registrations.
©  2015 Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia 

Questions? Call ICLE Atlanta Area:  770-466-0886 • Athens Area:  706–369–5664 • Toll Free:  1–800–422–0893

 8:15 REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL 
BREAkFAST (All attendees must check 
in upon arrival. A jacket or sweater is 
recommended.)

 8:45 WELCOME AND OPENING REMARkS
  Michelle E. West

 9:00 MALPRACTICE INSuRANCE AND 
PREvENTING MALPRACTICE CLAIMS 

  (Model Mentoring Plan A, C & D)
  Ed Alden, Alden & Associates, Inc., Roswell
  Douglas V. Chandler, Chandler & Moore, 

LLC, Atlanta

 10:00 BREAk

 10:15 ANALYzING DOMESTIC vIOLENCE 
  ISSuES IN YOuR PRACTICE
  (Model Mentoring Plan A & D)
  Vicky Ogawa Kimbrell, Georgia Legal 

Services Program, Atlanta 

 11:00 EMPLOYMENT LAW 101
  Jamala S. McFadden, McFadden, White, 

Sprattlin & Davis, Atlanta
 
 12:00 ADjOuRN

 

AGENDA The registration fee for all seminars held at the State Bar of Georgia has been 
reduced by ICLE in recognition of the Bar’s service to Georgia attorneys.

 Presiding: Michelle E. West, Program Chair; Director, Transition Into Law Practice Program, 
  State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

March 2015 GrouP MentorInG  •  March 10, 2015  •  8833

I WILL ATTEND:
q ATLANTA (IN PERSON)
q SAvANNAh (VIDEO CONFERENCE)
q TIFTON (VIDEO CONFERENCE)

Signature: 

NAME __________________________________ GEORGIA BAR # ____________

FIRM/COMPANY __________________________ OFFICE PHONE  ____________

EMAIL _____________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS _______________________________ ZIP + 4 ____________

STREET ADDRESS _______________________________ ZIP + 4 ____________

CITY ___________________________________________ STATE ____________
q  I am sight impaired under the ada and I will contact IcLe immediately to make arrangements.
q I have enclosed a check in the amount of $_______ (See fees at left)
q I authorize ICLE to charge the amount of $________ (See fees at left) 
 to my  q MASTERCARD  q VISA  q AMERICAN EXPRESS*   

Expiration Date:

Credit Card Verification Number: A three-digit number usually located on the back of 
your credit card; *AmEx is four-digits on the front of the card.

Account #:                                                                                    

(To receive seminar notification and registration confirmation by email only.)

earLy reGIstratIon:   $75
on-sIte reGIstratIon:   $105

early registrations must be received 
48 hours before the seminar.

Attendance at this Group Mentoring event satisfies a portion of the Mentoring component requirement; 
it does not satisfy any portion of the CLE component requirement—No CLE credit is given for this event.

March 2015 
GrouP MentorInG
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To fulfill initial CLE requirements, lawyers who are newly admitted to the State Bar of Georgia are required to take this seminar 
and any other six-hour CLE course of their choosing during the year in which they are admitted or the following calendar year. 
This program is not required for prosecutors, solicitors and public defenders. Each of these groups has its separate 
mentoring and CLE programs.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE TRANSITION INTO LAW PRACTICE PROGRAM PLEASE NOTE:

InstItute of ContInuIng LegaL eduCatIon In georgIa

BEGINNING LAWYERS PROGRAM  •   REbROAdCAST  •  March 24, 2015   •   8663

To regisTer check locaTion: (see reverse side of brochure for the address of each location)
q ATHENS   q ATL./GA bAR CENTER  q AuGuSTA  q COLuMbuS q dALTON 
q kENNESAW q SAvANNAH q TIfTON q  vALdOSTA

q I have enclosed a check for the registration fee.
q I authorize ICLE to charge the registration fee to my  q MASTERCARD  q VISA  q AMERICAN EXPRESS*
q I am unable to attend. Please send written materials and bill me for the cost of materials only. Sorry, no phone orders! 
q   I am sight impaired under the ADA, and I will contact ICLE immediately to make arrangements.

Signature:

Account #              

Expiration Date: 

Credit Card Verification Number: A three-digit number usually located on 
the back of your credit card; *AmEx is four-digits on the front of the card./

Duplicate registrations may result in 
multiple charges to your account.  A $15 
administrative fee will apply to refunds 
required because of duplicate registrations.

©  2015 Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia 

Questions? Call ICLE Atlanta Area:  770-466-0886 • Athens Area:  706–369–5664 • Toll Free:  1–800–422–0893

THREE WAyS TO REGISTER: check the ICLE schedule on the web at www.iclega.org

Mail: ICLE • P.O. Box 1885 • Athens, GA 30603-1885 (make check payable to ICLE)

Fax: 706-354-4190 (credit card payment must accompany fax to be processed)

Online: iclega.org (credit card payment only)

REfER TO THE REGISTRATION fORM ANd CHECk THE REbROAdCAST LOCATION yOu PLAN TO ATTENd. 
Athens ........................... ICLE, A.G. Cleveland Bldg., 248 Prince Ave.
Atlanta—Ga. Bar ......Georgia Bar Center. 104 Marietta Street NW   

(Corner of  Marietta and Spring)
Augusta .........................Augusta State University—Washington Hall, Rm 116,  

2500 Walton Way (or Washington Hall Towers  
3rd Floor)

Columbus .....................Columbus State Univ.—Elizabeth Bradley Turner Ctr.,  
corner of E. Lindsey & College Dr., Rm 215

Dalton ............................NW Georgia Trade & Convention Ctr, 2211 Dug Gap 
Battle Rd.

Kennesaw .....................Kennesaw State University—Continuing Education,  
3333 Busbee Drive, South Entrance, Rm 235 

Savannah .....................State Bar of Georgia, Coastal GA Office, 18 E. Bay St.
Tifton ..............................State Bar of Georgia, South Georgia Office,   

244 E. 2nd St. NW
Valdosta ........................Valdosta State University—Regional Ctr. for 

Continuing Education, 903 N. Patterson St.   
(Park in Rear)

TUESDAY • MARCH 24, 2015

REgiSTRATion fEE: $95

NAME ________________________________________________________________________  GEORGIA BAR # ______________________

FIRM/COMPANY ______________________________________________________________  OFFICE PHONE _______________________

v EMAIL ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________  ZIP + 4 __________________- ___________

STREET ADDRESS(for UPS) ____________________________________________________  ZIP + 4 __________________- ___________

CIT Y ___________________________________________________________ STATE _______

(To receive seminar notification and registration confirmation by email only.)

R e c o R d e d  M o n d a y ,  F e b R u a R y  2 3 ,  2 0 1 5 

BEGINNING LAWYERS 
PROGRAM

Co-sponsored by:

Transition into Law Practice Program (TILPP) 
State Bar of Georgia

STATEWIdE SATELLITE PROGRAM
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AGENDA

CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations reaching ICLE by 5:00pm, the day before the seminar 
date will receive a registration fee refund less a $15.00 administra-
tive fee. Otherwise, the registrant will be considered a “no show” and 
will not receive a registration fee refund. Program materials will be 
shipped after the program to every “no show.” Designated substitutes 
may take the place of registrants unable to attend.

SEMINAR REGISTRATION POLICY
Early registrations must be received 48 hours before the seminar. ICLE will accept on-
site registrations as space allows. However, potential attendees should call ICLE the day 
before the seminar to verify that space is available. All attendees must check in upon 
arrival and are requested to wear name tags at all times during the seminar. ICLE makes 
every effort to have enough program materials at the seminar for all attendees. When 
demand is high, program materials must be shipped to some attendees.

ICLE

The registration fee for all seminars held at the State Bar of Georgia has been 
reduced by ICLE in recognition of the Bar’s service to Georgia attorneys.

 7:30 REGISTRATION
  (All attendees must check in upon arrival. A removable jacket or 

sweater is recommended.)
  
 8:00 WELCOME TO THE STATE BAR OF GEORGIA
  Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, President, State Bar of Georgia; Atlanta 

Beltline, Inc., Atlanta

 8:15 GREETINGS FROM THE STATE BAR’S YOUNG LAWYERS DIvISION
  V. Sharri Edenfield, President, Young Lawyers Division, State Bar of 

Georgia; Edenfield, Cox, Bruce & Cassens, P.C., Statesboro

 8:30 LAUNCH YOUR CAREER WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF 
  THE STATE BAR
	 	 •	 TILPP
	 	 •	 CLE	Opportunities
	 	 •	 Pro	Bono	Training	&	Opportunities
  Michelle E. West

 8:50 PRACTICE RESOURCES AvAILABLE FROM THE STATE BAR
	 	 •	 Law	Practice	Management
	 	 •	 Fast	Case
	 	 •	 Member	Benefits
  Natalie Kelly, Director, Law Practice Management Program, State Bar 

of Georgia, Atlanta

 9:10 HOW THE STATE BAR WORKS TO PROTECT YOUR LICENSE
	 	 •	 Unauthorized	Practice	of	Law
	 	 •	 Consumer	Assistance	Program
	 	 •	 Fee	Arbitration	
	 	 •	 Lawyers	Assistance	Program
  Rita Payne, Director, Fee Arbitration, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

 9:30 THE STATE BAR AT WORK FOR YOU
	 	 •	 Membership
	 	 •	 State	Bar	Center
	 	 •	 Legislative	Advocacy
  Jeffrey R. Davis 

 9:50 WAYS TO GET INvOLvED WITH STATE BAR SECTIONS 
  AND PROGRAMS
	 	 •	 Military	Legal	Assistance	Program
	 	 •	 Pro	Bono	Program
	 	 •	 Family	Section
	 	 •	 General	Practice	&	Trial	Section
  Norman Zoller, Attorney Coordinator, Military Legal Assistnce 

Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  Michael L. Monahan, Director, Pro Bono Program, State Bar of Georgia, 

Atlanta
  Rebecca Crumrine Rieder, Chair, Family Law Section, State Bar of 

Georgia; Hedgepeth, Heredia, Crumrine & Morrision LLC, Atlanta
  Nicholas J. Pieschel, Chair, General Practice & Trial Section, State Bar of 

Georgia; Moorman Pieschel LLC, Atlanta

 10:20 BREAK 

 10:30 STARTING A LAWSUIT: THE WHYS AND WHEREFORES OF 
REQUIRED PROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTS

  Henry M. Quillian, III, Taylor English Duman, LLP, Atlanta

 11:30 LUNCHEON 

 12:30 GREETINGS FROM THE GEORGIA SUPREME COURT
  Hon. Hugh P. Thompson, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia, 

Atlanta

 12:50 HOw	TO	AvOId	BAr	COMPLAInTS	&	MALPrACTICE
  Paula J. Frederick, General Counsel, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  P. Michael Freed, Lewis, Brisois Bisgaard & Smith LLP, Atlanta

 1:50 BREAK  
 
 2:00 ACTING FOR YOUR CLIENT
	 	 Moderator:	Patrick E. Longan
	 	 Panelists:
  Hon. James G. Bodiford, Former Judge, Superior Court, Cobb Judicial 

Circuit, Marietta
  Donald R. “Dick” Donovan, District Attorney, Paulding Judicial Circuit, 

Dallas
  Seth D. Kirschenbaum, Davis, Zipperman, Kirschenbaum & Lotito, 

Atlanta
  Leah J. Zammit, Zammit Law LLC, Marietta  
   
 3:00 ADJOURN

 Presiding: Michelle E. West, Program Co-Chair, Director, Transition Into Law Practice Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  Jeffrey R. Davis, Program Co-Chair, Executive Director, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta
  Prof. Patrick E. Longan, Program Co-Chair, Bootle Chair in Ethics and Professionalism, Walter F. George School of Law, Mercer University, Macon

STATEWIdE SATELLITE PROGRAM
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tuesday  •  May 12, 2015
InstItute of ContInuIng LegaL eduCatIon In georgIa

CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations reaching ICLE by 5:00 p.m. the day before the seminar 
date will receive a registration fee refund less a $15.00 administra-
tive fee. Otherwise, the registrant will be considered a “no show” and 
will not receive a registration fee refund. Program materials will be 
shipped after the program to every “no show.” Designated substitutes 
may take the place of registrants unable to attend.

SEMINAR REGISTRATION POLICY
Early registrations must be received 48 hours before the seminar. ICLE will accept on-
site registrations as space allows. However, potential attendees should call ICLE the day 
before the seminar to verify that space is available. All attendees must check in upon 
arrival and are requested to wear name tags at all times during the seminar. ICLE makes 
every effort to have enough program materials at the seminar for all attendees. When 
demand is high, program materials must be shipped to some attendees.

ICLE

NOTE: This event is for newly admitted lawyers in Georgia who are 
enrolled in the Group Mentoring component of the Transition into Law 
Practice Program (TILPP). Do NOT register for this event if you are not 
enrolled in TILPP, or if you are a prosecutor, solicitor, public defender, 
or if you are enrolled in Inside Mentoring or Outside Mentoring.

TILPP consists of two (2) components: a continuing legal education 
(“CLE”) component and a mentoring component. Successful comple-
tion of TILPP satisfies your mandatory CLE requirements for the cal-
endar year of your admission and the next succeeding calendar year. 
(State Bar Rule 8-104 (B)(1)). 

Attendance at this Group Mentoring event satisfies a portion of the 
Mentoring component requirement; it does not satisfy any portion 
of the CLE component requirement—No CLE credit is given for this 
event.

Components of the Transition into Law Practice Program
1. CLE Component (Regulation (1)(C)(i) to State Bar Rule 8-104 
(B)): You must attend mandatory CLE activities. The exact activities 
depend upon your practice setting. Prosecutors or Solicitors should 
contact their supervisor or the Prosecuting Attorneys Council of 
Georgia for applicable CLE activities; Public Defenders should contact 
their supervisor or the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council for 
applicable CLE activities. All other Program participants (i.e.—Begin-
ning Lawyers who are neither prosecutors nor public defenders) must 
complete a minimum of twelve (12) CLE hours, consisting of the Be-
ginning Lawyers Program (6 CLE hours of credit) and six (6) additional 
CLE hours of their choice. You will receive information on dates and 
times of the Beginning Lawyers Program at the address you have 
on file with the State Bar of Georgia.

2. Mentoring Component (Regulation (1)(C)(ii) to State Bar Rule 
8-104 (B)): For Group Mentoring participants: each Group Mentoring 
event generally consists of 3 hours, and you must complete two (2) 
Group Mentoring events during your assigned Mentoring Period.  
Generally, those Beginning Lawyers who are admitted after passing 
the February Bar Examination have their mentoring period tracked 
beginning the start of the next FISCAL YEAR (July 1–June 30); and, 
those Beginning Lawyers who are admitted after passing the July 
Bar Examination have their mentoring period tracked beginning the 
next CALENDAR YEAR (January 1–December 31). You will receive in-
formation on dates and times of Group Mentoring events at the 
address you have on file with the State Bar of Georgia.

Co-sponsored by:

Transition into Law 
Practice Program (TILPP) 

State Bar of Georgia

May 2015 
Group MentorinG

Seminar will be held at:

STaTE Bar Of GEOrGIa HEadquarTErS
104 Marietta Street NW • Atlanta, Georgia
For DirectionS PleaSe ViSit httP://www.GaBar.orG/

To make hotel room reservations, call:
Embassy Suites phone: 1-800-Hilton  •  The Glenn phone: 404-521-2250
Hilton Garden Inn phone: 404-577-2001  •  The Omni phone: 404-818-4334
Ask for the State Bar of Georgia’s negotiated corporate rate.

A NOTE ON PARkING AT ThE BAR CENTER: 
As of Sept. 2, 2014, Georgia DOT began work on 
replacing the Spring Street bridge, which will impact 
traffic and parking at the Bar Center. During this time, 
there will be only one-way access into the State Bar 
parking garage. You will enter and exit the Bar Center 
traveling southeast on Marietta Street. We urge all of 
our members and visitors to please allow extra time for 
congestion in this area when visiting the Bar Center. 
For more information, please visit: 
www.gabar.org/springstdetours.cfm
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Duplicate registrations may result in 
multiple charges to your account.  A $15 
administrative fee will apply to refunds 
required because of duplicate registrations.
©  2015 institute of continuing legal education in Georgia 

THrEE wayS TO rEGISTEr: check the ICLE schedule on the web at www.iclega.org
Mail: ICLE • P.O. Box 1885 • Athens, GA 30603-1885 (make check payable to ICLE)
Fax: 706-354-4190 (credit card payment must accompany fax to be processed)
Online: iclega.org (credit card payment only)

Questions? Call ICLE Atlanta Area:  770-466-0886 • Athens Area:  706–369–5664 • Toll Free:  1–800–422–0893

 8:15 REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAkFAST 
(All attendees must check in upon arrival. A jacket or 
sweater is recommended.)

 8:45 WELCOME AND REMARkS
  Michelle E. West

 8:50 INTRODUCTION OF MENTORING BREAkOUT 
GROUP LEADERS

  (Model Mentoring Plan A, C, D & h)
  Eric A. Ballinger, The Law Office of Eric A. Ballinger, LLM, 

P.C., Canton
  Safiya W. Byars, Byars Firm, Inc., Chamblee
  Doug C. Dumont, The Ausband Firm, Atlanta & 

Stockbridge
  Janet Willy Hankins, Georgia Public Defenders 

Standards Council, Atlanta
  Evan L. Kaine, Kaine Law, LLC, Atlanta
  Marcus G. Keegan, Keegan Law Firm, LLC, Atlanta 
  Elaine G. Levine, Koufman, Levine & Greiner, LLP, Atlanta
  Whitney D. Mauk, Whitney D. Mauk, P.C., Atlanta
  Charles C. Olson, Prosecuting Attorneys’ Council of 

Georgia, Morrow
  Daryl A. Robinson, State Law Department, Atlanta
  Robert G. Wellon, Attorney & Counselor at Law, Atlanta

 8:55 BREAk
  (Proceed to First Breakout Group of Your Choice)

 9:00 MENTORING BREAkOUT GROUPS—SESSION ONE  
  (Choose One)

 9:45 BREAk

 10:00 MENTORING BREAkOUT GROUPS—SESSION TWO  
  (Choose One)

 10:45 BREAk

 11:00 MENTORING BREAkOUT GROUPS—SESSION 
ThREE  

  (Choose One)

 12:00 ADjOURN

 

AGENDA the registration fee for all seminars held at the State Bar of Georgia has been 
reduced by icle in recognition of the Bar’s service to Georgia attorneys.

 Presiding: Michelle E. West, Program Chair, Director, Transition Into Law Practice Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta

Attendance at this Group Mentoring event satisfies a portion of the Mentoring component requirement; 
it does not satisfy any portion of the CLE component requirement—No CLE credit is given for this event.

May 2015 
Group MentorinG

May 2015 Group MentorinG  •  May 12, 2015  •  8883

q  I am sight impaired under the ADA, and I will contact ICLE immediately to make arrangements.
q I am unable to attend. Send written materials and bill me for the cost of materials only. Sorry, no phone orders! 
q I have enclosed a check for the early registration fee  received 48 hours before the seminar.
q I authorize ICLE to charge the early registration fee to my  q MASTERCARD  q VISA  q AMERICAN EXPRESS*

Signature:

Account #              

Expiration Date: 

credit card Verification number: a three-digit number 
usually located on the back of your credit card; *amex 
is four-digits on the front of the card.

e ar ly r e g i s t r at i o n fe e: $65
o n -s it e r e g i s t r at i o n fe e: $95

naMe ________________________________________________________________  georgia Bar # __________________

firM/CoMPany ______________________________________________________  offiCe PHone ___________________

v eMail _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing aDDress ____________________________________________________  ZiP + 4 _______________ - _________

street aDDress(for UPs) ____________________________________________  ZiP + 4 _______________ - _________

Cit y _________________________________________________________________  state ___________________________

(To receive seminar notification and registration confirmation by email only.)
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 DAY 2015

Program
 Agenda 

9:45 AM
: 

M
AG

N
A CARTA VIDEO

S

10:00 AM
: 

W
ELCO

M
E

P
atrise M

. P
erkins-H

ooker
P

resident, State B
ar of

 G
eorgia;  

Vice P
resident and G

eneral C
ounsel, A

tlanta B
eltline, Inc.; Im

m
ediate 

P
ast P

rogram
 C

o-C
hair

10:05 AM
: 

STATE O
F G

EO
RG

IA v. CHR
IS ARCHER,  

 
 

THE HO
NO

R
ABLE RO

BERT C.I. M
CBUR

NEY PR
ESIDING

C
hris A

rcher, president of
 a co-ed fraternity at C

olum
bus 

C
ollege in G

eorgia, has been charged w
ith m

urder and crim
inal 

hazing. O
n N

ov.  22, 2014, 18-year-old M
ilan Jackson died 

as a result of
 a 26-foot fall from

 the clock tow
er located in 

the student center. W
as it an accident or did M

s. A
rcher push 

M
s. Jackson to her death? P

ay close attention to the evidence 
presented by the prosecution and the defense team

s, as you w
ill be 

asked to deliberate and render a verdict on the guilt or innocence 
of

 M
s. A

rcher.

11:30 AM
: 

JURY CH
ARG

ES

11:45 AM
: 

LUNCH AND JURY DELIBER
ATIO

NS

12:15 PM
: 

JUR
IES R

ENDER VER
DICTS

1:00 PM
: 

CLO
SING

 R
EM
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KS AND TH

ANKS
M

elody Z
. R

ichardson
P

rogram
 C

hair

5
M

AG
N

A CARTA: Sym
bol of Freedom

 Under Law

Prosecution Team
 .........................................................................D

evonte A
lexander

 ..............................................................................Jasm
yne A

sberry
 ..............................................................................Jahvon Blackm

an
 ............................................................................................................................G

em
iya Boyd

 ........................................................................................D
anee Clark

 ............................................................................................................Joshua Contreras
 ..............................................................................................................Caleb Fitzhugh

 .....................................................................................Jaiana Frazier
 ........................................................................................Jordan G

rier
 ....................................................................................................Erneshia G

uider
 .............................................................................Ja’Kayla H

art- Turner
 ..............................................................Kyran H

uckaby-M
cCrory

 ......................................................Kentavious H
ughes

 ........................................................................Christopher W
right

 ...................................................................................................................A
shley Young

Prosecution Team
 Coaches: N

ekia H
ackw

orth-Jones, U
nited States Attorney, N

orthern 
D

istrict of G
eorgia; and Sharifah D

. Lee, J.D
., Essentials of Legal Services and Applications 

of Law
 teacher, D

.M
. Therrell H

igh School.

D
efense Team

 
 .....................................................................................................A

ngelica K
. Cam

pbell 
 ............................................................................H

elena D
. D

evone  
 ..............................................................................Jordan M

. D
okes

 ......................................................................................Kobe D
. Fulks

 ..........................................D
aniel H

ines
 ...................................................................................................Kenneth K

. Kelly
 .................................................................................D

w
ight A

 Lam
b

 ......................................................................................................................Jayline A
. M

cKinney
 ................................................................................................M

ariam
 A

. N
diaye

 .............................................................................A
niyah R. Render

 ........................................................................Q
uanteria S. Rogers

D
efense Team

 Coaches: Jam
es E. H

olm
es, Attorney at Law

; Sharifah D
. Lee, J.D

., 
Essentials of Legal Services and Applications of Law

 teacher, D
.M

. Therrell H
igh School;  

and M
elody Z. Richardson, Richardson Bloom

 & Lines LLC

M
ock T

rial Team
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elody Z. Richardson

Atlanta Bar Association
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Atlanta Bar Association and its Fam
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STATE BAR OF GEORGIA FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS REGARDING 
THE UNLICENSED PRACTICE OF LAW 

 
Reporting period May 1, 2014, through April 30, 2015 

 
 
 Statistics 

 
Formal Investigations Initiated  100 

 
Nature of Investigation: 
 Regular UPL   38 
 Paralegal/Document Preparation Service   36 
 Disbarred/Suspended/Inactive Lawyer  14 
 Out of State Lawyer  7 
 Collection Agency  3 
 Lawyer     2 
  
  
Source of Investigation: 
 State Bar of Georgia  41 
 Lawyer  22 
 Public (Individual)  20 
 Judge  11 
 State Agency  3 
 Federal Agency  2 
 Public (Corporation)  1 
   
 
Judicial Districts: 
 District 1 8 
 District 2 5 
 District 3  1 
 District 4   8 
 District 5  43 
 District 6  12 
 District 7   9 
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 District 8  1 
 District 9  11 
 District 10  2 
 
Formal Investigations Pending  168 
 
Formal Investigations Closed 104 
 
Disposition: 

 Subject agreed to comply   89 
 Subject warned of investigation  7 
 Subject referred to prosecutor  6 
 Further Action Unnecessary     1 
 Entity out of Business     1 
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CHIEF JUSTICE’S COMMISSION ON
PROFESSIONALISM

Hugh P. Thompson, Chief Justice
Supreme Court of Georgia

Avarita L. Hanson
Executive Director

Terie Latala
Assistant Director

Nneka Harris-Daniel
Administrative Assistant

MEMORANDUM

TO: President Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, Executive Committee,
Members, Board of Governors

FROM: Avarita L. Hanson, Executive Director

DATE: May 18, 2015

SUBJECT: ANNUAL UPDATE - 2014-2015

I. OVERVIEW.  It is my pleasure to update you on the activities of the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism (“Commission”) for the 2014-2015 bar year.  The
Commission is under the second year of Chief Justice Hugh Thompson’s leadership. 

For Georgia lawyers, as often articulated by former Georgia Supreme Court Chief
Justice Robert Benham, professionalism encompasses competence, civility, pro
bono, community service and ensuring access to justice.  At the behest of Justice
Benham, in 1996 the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism crafted and
unanimously approved its mission statement as a clear and understandable guide
for then and into the future.  It is brief enough to keep in mind and has a primary
focus on a single strategic thrust, while broad enough to allow for flexibility in
implementation.  That statement of professionalism guiding Georgia lawyers today
is as follows: 

The mission of the Chief Justice's Commission on Professionalism is
to support and encourage lawyers to exercise the highest levels of
professional integrity in their relationships with their clients, other
lawyers, the courts, and the public and to fulfill their obligations to
improve the law and the legal system and to ensure access to that
system.

II. PRIORITIES.  This 2014-2015 bar year, the Commission continued to focus on
ensuring access to justice.  Lawyers display their adherence to the tenets of
professionalism in many ways in the course of their lives and practice environments,
including our commitment to access to justice.  Chief Justice Hugh Thompson said
in his 2014 State of the Judiciary Address, “As Georgia continues to grow in
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population and diversity, access to justice is a challenge requiring the commitment
and hard work of us all."  As our Chief Justice and head of the judicial branch of
government, he reiterated his commitment to ensuring access to justice in Georgia 
in his 2015 State of the Judiciary Address, quoting Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who
said: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  He called for help in
guaranteeing justice everywhere in Georgia.  He also pointed out that State Bar
President Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker also made access to justice a primary focus of
her administration and, among other things, orchestrated a plan to steer lawyers to
the six (6) Georgia counties without a lawyer by pushing for State legislation for law
student loan forgiveness, working with county commissions and development
authorities on finding space and providing local resources for the incoming lawyers. 

Now with a rich twenty-six-year history, the Commission continues to advance the
highest ideals of our profession through professionalism CLEs, programs and
activities.  Commission programs, activities and CLEs have reflected Chief Justice
Thompson’s access to justice priorities.  Below is a summary of the Commission’s
current operations and activities. 

III. MEETINGS.  The Commission holds three (3) meetings each year.  It met on
September 26, 2014,  January 30, 2015 and May 8, 2015.

IV. MEMBERS.  The Commission consists of twenty-two (22) members including
Chief Justice Thompson and this year welcomed (5) new members: V. Sharon
Edenfield (YLD President, Statesboro); Dean Malcolm Morris (Atlanta’s John
Marshall Law School); Wanda Morris (Home Depot, Atlanta); Patrise M. Perkins-
Hooker (President, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta) and R. Kyle Williams (Decatur).
Returning members include: Professor Frank Alexander (Emory); Professor Clark
D. Cunningham (Georgia State); The Hon. David P. Darden (State Court of Cobb
County, Marietta, Council of State Court Judges); Jennifer M. Davis (Georgia
Defense Lawyers Association, Public Member, Atlanta); J. Antonio DelCampo
(DelCampo, Weber & Grayson, LLC, Atlanta);  Associate Dean A. James Elliott
(Emory, Atlanta); C. Joy Lampley Fortson (U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
Atlanta); Professor Matthew Hall (University of Georgia, Athens); Dawn M. Jones
(The Firm of Dawn M. Jones, LLC, Atlanta); The Hon. Steve C. Jones (Northern
District of Georgia, Atlanta), Professor Patrick Longan (Mercer); The Hon. M. Yvette
Miller (Georgia Court of Appeals, Atlanta); The Hon. Kathy S. Palmer (Middle
Judicial District Superior Court, Swainsboro, Council of Superior Court Judges); 
Claudia Saari (DeKalb County Public Defender, Decatur) and Lynne E. Scroggins
(Atlanta Medical Center, Public Member, Atlanta).  There is a vacancy for a
prosecutor to be filled by the Supreme Court.

V. PROFESSIONALISM CLES – REVIEW, APPROVAL AND SUPPORT

A. GENERAL. The Commission continues to annually review and approve up to
800 CLE professionalism courses, in addition to providing content
suggestions and materials as requested. 

2
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B. PROFESSIONALISM CLES-AVARITA HANSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.  
Executive Director, Avarita Hanson, presented, conceived, convened,
facilitated and moderated many CLE programs during this year (July 1, 2014
- June 30, 2015).  These programs include:
1. July 29, 2014, Moderator, Social Media & Your Law Firm: Untapped

Award & Unknown Danger, National Bar Association, 89th Annual
Convention

2. July 29, 2014, Presentation, Hot Topics in Ethics and
Professionalism, National Bar Association, 89th Annual Convention

3. July 30, 2014, Convener, Keeping Up with the Changing Times: How
to Advertise Your Law Firm, National Bar Association, 89th Annual
Convention

4. July 30, 2014, Convener, Forum on Legal Education, National Bar
Association, 89th Annual Convention

5. August 19, 2014, Presentation, Communicating Professionally with
the Bench, Bar and Your Clients, State Bar of Georgia, Transition Into
Law Practice Program, Group Mentoring Program

6. September 23, 2014, Presentation, Professionalism: It's Not Just
About What You Know, It's How You Act, State Bar of Georgia,
Journey to Justice Program, DeKalb Alternative High School

7. October 6, 2014, Presentation, Moral Achievement: The Defining
Characteristic of Good Lawyering, The Law Partners International
Inc., First Monday, CLE Professionalism Event

8. October 30, 2014, Presentation, Clients, Colleagues and Judges:
Dealing with Difficult Personalities and Situations, Including Sexual
Harassment, Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys, Fifth
Thursday CLE Program

9. October 30, 2014, Managing Your Street "Cred": Tips and Resources,
State Bar of Georgia, Law Practice Management Program

10. October 31, 2014, Presentation, Communicating Professionally in the
Digital Age and Managing Your Reputation, State Bar of Georgia,
Young Lawyers Division, Fall Meeting

11. November 7, 2014, Presentation, Generational Connecting:
Maximizing Effective Mentoring, State Bar of Georgia, Transition Into
Law Practice Program

12. November 12, 2014, Convener, Aging in the Law: It's More Than A
Senior Moment! Chief Justice's Commission on Professionalism,
Convocation on Professionalism

13. November 14, 2014, Adviser, Justice for All: Ensuring Ethical
Representation and Access to Justice for Immigrants, Emory
University School of Law & Center for Study of Law and Religion, 15th

Annual Georgia Symposium on Legal Ethics and Professionalism
14. December 4, 2014, Presentation, Hot Topics in Professionalism

Today, Georgia School Boards Association, Georgia Council of School
Board Attorneys

3
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15. January 8, 2015, Co-Convener, Moderator, Roundtable on Pro Bono:
Just Do It! State Bar of Georgia, Midyear Meeting

16. February 23, 2015, Presentation, Hot Topics in Professionalism,
American Constitution Society - Georgia Lawyer Chapter, Monthly
Meeting & CLE

17. March 3, 2015, Presentation, Hot Topics in Professionalism, Taylor
English Duma LLP, In-House CLE

18. March 20, 2015, Presentation, Plessy v. Ferguson Revisited: Civil
Rights and Professional Responsibility, State Bar of Georgia, YLD
Spring Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana, CLE & Leadership Academy
Program

19. March 26, 2015, Co-Workshop Leader, Women of Color Attorneys:
Learning to Lead Workshop: Government and Public
Service/Non-Profit Counsel, Leadership Institute for Women of Color
Attorneys, Inc., 10th Annual Conference

20. June 18, 2015, Convener/Moderator, Pro Bono Showcase: Eureka
Moments: Pro Bono Attorneys Tell All, State Bar of Georgia, Annual
Meeting

VI. SIGNATURE PROGRAMS
A. LAW SCHOOL ORIENTATION PROGRAMS

In partnership with the State Bar's Committee on Professionalism and
Georgia law schools, for the twenty-first year the Commission conducted law
school orientations on Professionalism in August of 2014 at all 6 Georgia law
schools (Atlanta’s John Marshall, Emory, Georgia State, Mercer, UGA,
Savannah).  More than 200 judges, attorneys and legal educators served as
group leaders in discussions with groups of incoming (entering, transfer and
visiting) students to address professionalism and ethical challenges affecting
law students and professionals.  Students were engaged in discussions of
professionalism issues from hypothetical situations written, reviewed and
updated by the Committee.  The timely and relevant situations encourage
students’ learning appropriate responses to ethical challenges in law school
and in practice. Students heard keynote addresses from prominent
professionals.  In addition to the Fall orientations, the Commission and the
State Bar’s Committee on Professionalism support two January orientations
at Emory and Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School. Plans are underway for
2015  law school orientations.  Board of Governors and all State Bar members
are invited to participate in the orientations.

B. 16th Annual Chief Justice Benham Community Service Awards
The Commission, along with the State Bar of Georgia, presented 13 awards
for community service on February 17, 2015.  Despite the snowy conditions
in North Georgia and transportation challenges elsewhere, a crowd of more
than 200 persons was in attendance at the Georgia Bar Center, including
baseball legend and businessman, Hank Aaron.  The Awards Committee,
chaired by Janet G. Watts, reviews and selects honorees.  For the first time,
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three (3) attorneys received Lifetime Achievement Awards: Allan Tanenbaum
(Atlanta), Rep. Mary Margaret Oliver (Decatur) and John Lewis
(Cartersville).  The other eight honorees included: Christopher Middleton
(Savannah), John Randall Hicks (Valdosta), Nancy Terrill (Macon), Nora
Polk (Decatur), Ernest Greer (Atlanta), Vannessa Hickey-Gales (Atlanta),
Philip Holladay (Atlanta), Rep. Christian Coomer (Cartersville), Nicki Noel
Vaughan (Gainesville) and Judge Lawton Stephens (Athens). Bar President
Patrise Perkins-Hooker, Chief Justice Thompson and Justice Benham gave
remarks, and TV personality Bill Liss helped present the awards.

These honorees have served a wide range of community organizations,
government-sponsored activities, and humanitarian efforts outside of their
professional practices and judicial duties.  Awardees were honored by the
showing of individually prepared videos which were later placed on the
Commission’s Facebook page and on YouTube.  Solicitation will soon begin
for the 17  annual awards to be presented in 2016.th

VII. SPECIAL PROGRAM: CONVOCATION ON PROFESSIONALISM – AGING
IN THE LAW: IT’S MORE THAN A SENIOR MOMENT!

The Commission worked with State Bar Leadership, ICLE, the American Bar
Association and other individuals and organizations to develop a professionalism
approach to the issues of lawyers aging in the practice of law.  A Commission Task
Force with representatives from several segments of the Bar was constituted in May
of 2014  to address aging lawyers’ issues.  The Commission staff and the Task Force
planned and presented the Convocation on Professionalism for November 12, 2014
on the topic: Aging in the Practice of Law: It’s More Than a Senior Moment!  This
program was designed to address what is happening every day: lawyers who were
once as sharp as a tack and never missed a step begin to stumble through simple
thoughts, can't find the right words and begin to mentally wander.  It asked and
answered the questions:  What do you do when a lawyer begins to exhibit signs of
cognitive impairment?  What are your responsibilities to the firm, law office, clients,
the lawyer and the public? What resources are available to guide your
decision-making and help?  This program drew on the expertise and experiences of
local and out of state bar leaders, physicians and mental health professionals, lawyer
assistance programs, lawyer discipline and professional liability professionals to
analyze the impact of cognitive impairment from multiple perspectives and give
practical direction to lawyers and judges faced with a colleague showing signs of
age-related impairment.  It also recognized the importance of planning for transition
out of active law practice or a second season.

VIII. COMMISSION-SPONSORED INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE ACCESS TO
JUSTICE.  The Commission was requested to provide financial support for two
initiatives that would promote access to justice.
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A. INCUBATOR PROJECT.  
The Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism through its Access to
Justice Committee reviewed a proposal to support an Incubator Project by
providing “seed money” through the Administrative Office of the Courts for
a consultant, Bucky Askew, to research and structure the project for
implementation.  The Incubator Project would provide an opportunity for
new lawyers to practice and represent modest means income clients with
support and supervision from law schools.  All Georgia law schools support
the project, along with the Supreme Court, because it is designed to address
unmet legal needs.  The Commission unanimously approved supporting the
Incubator Project by providing $15,000 as “seed money” to the
Administrative Office of the Courts to fund consulting by Bucky Askew for the
development of an Incubator Program.  The tentative name of the project is
“Lawyers for Equal Justice.”  The term “incubator” was coined to mean a
post-graduate training program for recent law school graduates to represent
modest means clients.  New attorneys will work as solo and small firm
lawyers.  There are about thirty incubator programs around the country, with
one law-school based.  In 2013, Justice Hunstein convened the Georgia law
school deans to ask them to consider starting an incubator program. The
deans wanted to collaborate with the Transition Into Law Practice Program,
State Bar and other stakeholders.  Georgia has a history of collaboration and
all schools wanted to invest in an incubator program.  There is no incubator
program like Georgia’s that enjoys the involvement of the State Bar, Supreme
Court and all law schools.  Each school pledged $25,000 to start the program.
State Bar President Perkins-Hooker has asked the State Bar to provide for it
space, currently vacant and not being rented, rent-abated for three years at
the Bar Center.  The Bar’s Executive Committee voted favorably for that
recommendation and it has been referred to the Board of Governors for its
approval.  The anticipated start date is now January of 2016.  New lawyer
participants would have to be admitted to the State Bar of Georgia, a
requirement which includes members of this year’s third-year class who take
the bar examination in July and who would have their results in October
2015.  Participants will receive training in substantive law and law practice
management by Atlanta Legal Aid, Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation,
and volunteer solo practitioners, along with the State Bar’s Law Practice
Management staff.  This is a proven access to justice model.  This program
will provide thirty (30) lawyers to supplement the work of Georgia Legal
Services and Atlanta Legal Aid staff and over three (3) years it will involve
sixty (60). Mercer Law School supports the project, is contributing financially
to it and will thereafter consider setting up a Middle or South Georgia
version.  There will also be certified mentors for the full eighteen months. 
Mr. Askew makes reports to the Commission on the development of this
project.
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B. LANGUAGE ACCESS CLE
Chief Justice Thompson has stated that the Supreme Court has found the
increased need for interpreters and others to improve access to justice for
Georgia’s diverse population.  The Commission unanimously approved
providing support in the amount of $1,000 to Georgia Legal Services
Program for the CLE Program: Eliminating Barriers to Justice II: Why and
How to Ensure Language Assess for Limited English Proficient Litigants. 
The program chair, Jana Edmondson-Cooper, reports about the program to
the Commission and has authored an article for an upcoming issue of the
Georgia Bar Journal.

 
IX. OTHER PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES. 

A. ATLANTA DREAM TEAM LAW DAY 2015
Responding to the request from Melody Richardson, Chair, on behalf of the Atlanta
Law Day 2015 Dream Team, the Commission provided $1,000 to sponsor the 2015
Law Day activities. The Dream Team is a collaboration of law-related associations
with the Atlanta Public Schools, Savannah Public Schools, and Tifton Public
Schools. Joining together to create this opportunity to educate and celebrate, are the
Atlanta Bar Association and its Family Law Section, Litigation Section and Women
in the Profession Section, the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, 
Fulton County Superior Court, Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys,
Georgia Association for Women Lawyers, Georgia Asian Pacific American Bar
Association, Georgia Hispanic Bar Association, Multi-Bar Leadership Council, South
Asian Bar Association of Georgia, State Bar of Georgia, and Stonewall Bar
Association.  The 2015 Atlanta Dream Team Law Day Program, directed at high
school students, took place on April 22, 2015 at the State Bar Centers in Atlanta,
Savannah and Tifton. The program focused on the right to a jury trial from the 2015
ABA Law Day Theme: Magna Carta: Symbol of Freedom Under Law. It was another
highly successful program.

The Atlanta Law Day Dream Team has garnered two top awards from the American
Bar Association for its 2013 and 2014 Law Day programs.  The collaborative
approach has strengthened the quality of its programs, activities and outreach around
the State.

B. OTHER ACTIVITIES

The Commission continues to work closely with the State Bar and other entities.
1. TILPP.  The Commission works with the State Bar’s Transition Into Law

Practice Program (Mentoring Program) and its Director, Michelle West, on
programming ideas and CLEs.

2. Law Practice Management Program.  The Commission works well with
the Law Practice Management Program and its Director Natalie Kelly on
programming ideas and CLEs.
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3. YLD.  This year, the Commission has enjoyed collaborating with the YLD
on programs and CLEs at the YLD’s Fall and Spring meetings. 

4. ICLE.  As throughout its history, the Commission enjoys its relationship
with the staff of the ICLE and works closely with Stephen Harper, Doug
Ashworth and Tangela King to present its own CLEs, as well as to support
other programs. 

5. CCLC.  The Commission’s representative to the Commission on Continuing
Lawyer Competency (“CCLC) is Damon E. Elmore, who is in his first year
of service.  Commission Executive Director, Avarita L. Hanson, remains an
ex-officio member and makes regular reports to the CCLC at its two meetings
each year.

C. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Commission’s Professionalism Page, its regular column in the Georgia Bar
Journal, is penned by Avarita Hanson, Executive Director, or guest writers.  It is
published six (6) times a year.  Articles this year include: 
1. Leah Ward Sears and Crystal Conway, Win an Appeal Without Being a Heel:

Appellate Lawyers and Professionalism (August 2014)
2. Avarita L. Hanson, Orienting Incoming Georgia Law Students to

Professionalism (October 2014)
3. Avarita L. Hanson, Working Toward Justice for All: Spotlight on Lisa J.

Krisher (December 2014)
4. Avarita L. Hanson, 2014 Convocation on Professionalism: How the Bar Can

Help Lawyers Transition Out of Practice with Dignity (February 2015)
5. Avarita L. Hanson, Hundreds Brave the Weather to Salute Legal Community

Servants (April 2015)
6. Wanda Morris, Professionalism and In-House Counsel (June 2015)

Commission information is readily available on the State Bar's webpage and e-news
to bar members, and on the Commission's Facebook and YouTube pages.  The
Commission regularly reports to the Commission on Continuing Lawyer Competency
at its Fall and Spring meetings, through its designee to the CCLC and Executive
Director. Regular reports are made to the State Bar’s Executive Committee and
Board of Governors and to other bar groups with which we interact.  Information is
spread nationally and internationally through our membership with the ABA
Consortium on Professionalism, the entity which Executive Director Avarita Hanson
chaired for an unprecedented three years (2012-2014) and through the ABA Center
for Professional Responsibility.

X. STAFF AND RESOURCES
A.  STAFF. The Commission continues to operate with three (3) full-time staff members:

Avarita L. Hanson, Esq. (Executive Director), Terie Latala  (Assistant Director), and
Nneka Harris-Daniel (Administrative Assistant). From time to time, the Commission
employs interns and others.  The Commission retained a seasoned attorney from
Texas to support the Aging Lawyers Task Force and Convocation on
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Professionalism.  The Commission also reached out to the lawyer community for
volunteers and several attorneys and Georgia Bar staff volunteered to assist with the
Benham Awards program.

B. RESOURCES. The Commission performs its duties within a budget supported
primarily by revenue from the $15 per Professionalis CLE credit surcharge fee. The
fee has remained the same since July 1, 1998, almost seventeen (17) years. Despite
an increase in attorneys, a reasonable level of compliance with the mandatory
required Professionalism CLE credit and institution of cost-saving measures, 
maintenance of the CLE fee at the present level may not be feasible to support the
Commission going forward.  Factors like inflation, fixed costs escalation (rent,
insurance) and an increased number of programs (orientations), have caused budget
growth.  With the oversight of the Commission’s Finance and Personnel Committee
and staff, the Commission should be able to anticipate future budget adjustments and
remain fiscally sound. 

XI. CLOSING.  The Georgia Supreme Court's lead started an international professionalism
movement among the judiciary, organized bar and law schools to support and encourage
conduct that strengthens the dignity, honor and integrity of the legal profession.  Today, our
Commission remains a strong leader in legal professionalism. 

Commission members, liaisons and advisors provide valuable guidance, leadership and
participation in the work of the Commission which is important to Georgia’s bench and bar. 
We are proud that the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism is nationally and
internationally esteemed as the leader of legal professionalism and for its thoughtful,
excellent innovative programs. 

We are particularly grateful to have the leadership, guidance and wisdom of Chief Justice
Hugh Thompson as Commission Chair for the past two years.  He brings a wealth of
experience and caring about our judicial system.  State Bar President Patrise Perkins-Hooker
has been an active and participating leader as a member of the Commission this year.  We
are also truly grateful to have the assistance of the leadership and staff of the Institute for
Continuing Legal Education in Georgia (ICLE), including Stephen Harper, Doug Ashworth
and Tangela King, who partner with us on our signature and other CLE programs.  

With the help and support of Bar leader and members, the Commission will continue to
contribute to uplift legal professionalism in Georgia and elsewhere.  Please do not hesitate
to call upon me or our very dedicated and capable staff members, whenever we can assist you
in advancing this important professionalism cause.  Thank you.

ALH/tml
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GA OBA Report 101, May 2015 

February 2015 Georgia Bar Examination 
General Statistics Summary 

Total of All Taking Examination – 552 
 0303 or 54.8% Passed 
 0283 First Timers Took Exam and 0206 or 72.7% Passed 
 0269 Repeaters Took Exam and 0097 or 36.0% Passed 

Total of Lawyers Admitted in Another State Taking Examination – 111 
 0098 or 88.2% Passed

Georgia Law Schools Approved by the American Bar Association – 224 
 0121 or 54.0% Passed 
 0102 First Timers Took Exam and 0073 or 71.5% Passed
 0122 Repeaters Took Exam and 0048 or 39.3% Passed

Law Schools Approved by the Board of Bar Examiners – 13 
 0000 or 0.0% Passed 
 0000 First Timers Took Exam and 0000 or 0.0% Passed
 0013 Repeaters Took Exam and 0000 or 0.0% Passed

Out of State Law School Approved by the American Bar Association – 314 
 0181 or 57.6% Passed 
 0180 First Timers Took Exam and 0132 or 73.3% Passed
 0134 Repeaters Took Exam and 0049 or 36.5% Passed

Educational Waivers – 1 
 0001 or 100.0% Passed 
 0001 First Timers Took Exam and 0001 or 100.0% Passed
 0000 Repeaters Took Exam and 0000 or 0.0% Passed

ABA Approved Schools in Georgia 
 All Applicants First Timers AVE MBE 
 #Took #Pass %Pass #Took #Pass %Pass

Mercer Law School 0029 0017 58.6 0005 0003 60.0 135.9 
Emory University 0027 0018 66.6 0016 0012 75.0 136.4 

University of Georgia 0027 0018 66.6 0015 0012 80.0 139.6 
Georgia State University 0044 0036 81.8 0029 0027 93.1 143.0 

John Marshall Law School 0097 0032 32.9 0037 0019 51.3 131.0 
TOTALS 0224 0121 54.0 0102 0073 71.5 137.1 

Board of Examiners Approved Schools 
 All Applicants First Timers AVE MBE 
 #Took #Pass %Pass #Took #Pass %Pass

Atlanta Law School 0004 0000 0.0 0000 0000 0.0 121.6 
Woodrow Wilson College of Law 0000 0000 0.0 0000 0000 0.0 0.0 

John Marshall Law School 0009 0000 0.0 0000 0000 0.0 116.8 
TOTALS 0013 0000 0.0 0000 0000 0.0 119.2 

Educational Waivers 
 All Applicants First Timers AVE MBE 
 #Took #Pass %Pass #Took #Pass %Pass

Foreign Legal Education 0001 0001 100.0 0001 0001 100.0 142.2 
USA-Non-ABA Law School 0000 0000 0.0 0000 0000 0.0 0.0 

TOTALS 0000 0000 0.0 0000 0000 0.0 142.2 
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STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 
APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION 

2014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
The Appellate Practice Section exists to “foster professionalism and excellence in 
appellate advocacy and to encourage improvements in the appellate process.” Members of the State 
Bar of Georgia can join the section for $15 per year. 
 
During the past year, the section advanced its mission of professionalism, excellence, and 
improvement through a number of activities, including its sponsorship of the annual Georgia 
Appellate Practice seminar, creating programs on issues faced by appellate practitioners, and 
commenting on proposed legislation that impacted the appellate bench and bar. 
 
OFFICERS 
The 2014-2015 officers of the Section are: 
 

Chair     Bryan Tyson 
Vice Chair    Darren Summerville 
Secretary    Margaret Flynt 
Treasurer    Leighton Moore 
Immediate Past Chair  Scott Key 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
The section has 473 members as of May 19, 2015, including many of Georgia’s appellate court 
judges. 
 
APPELLATE SEMINAR 
The section sponsored one seminar this year, its annual Georgia Appellate Practice Institute, on 
February 20, 2015. The seminar sells out each year and this year was no exception. Darren 
Summerville once again chaired the one-day event, which included talks by Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Hugh Thompson; Supreme Court Justices Keith Blackwell and David Nahmias; Court of 
Appeals Chief Judge Herbert Phipps; Court of Appeals Judges Lisa Branch, Steve Dillard, Sara 
Doyle, Chris McFadden, Carla McMillian, and Billy Ray; Solicitor General Britt Grant; and a 
number of practitioners with significant expertise in appellate practice. 
 
In keeping with the mission of the section, the seminar covered professionalism in the appellate 
process, how to use amicus briefing, tips and strategies for framing arguments from both the 
appellant and appellee perspectives, and how to make an effective oral argument. The seminar also 
explored topics related to applications for discretionary relief and the difficulties of appellate 
specialization for complex litigation. 
 
SECTION MEETINGS 
The section sponsored a number of meetings throughout the year to improve members’ 
representation of their clients. These meetings were coordinated by Jason Naunas, who chaired the 
section’s Programming and Events Committee. 
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On September 10, 2014, the section held its annual planning meeting and hosted Professor 
Alexander “Sasha” Volokh of Emory Law School. Professor Volokh provided a preview of the 
October 2014 Term of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
On March 24, 2015, the section hosted Georgia Solicitor General Britt Grant to speak about her 
role in the Attorney General’s office. 
 
On June 2, 2015, the section will host the newly-appointed Clerk of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit, Douglas J. Mincher. 
 
On June 24, 2015, the section will host Justice David Nahmias to discuss his views from the 
Supreme Court of Georgia. 
 
All of the section’s events are made available to members outside of Atlanta via conference call. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND NEWSLETTER 
The section Secretary, Margaret Flynt, led the process of publishing The Appellate Review, the 
section’s newsletter. In the various editions of the newsletter that were published this year, topics 
included articles from Judge Dillard on the operations of the Court of Appeals, civil and criminal 
case law updates for practitioners, book reviews, and reports on section events. 
 
STATE PRACTICE AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
The section’s State Practice and Legislation Committee reviews any proposed legislation regarding 
appellate practice and makes recommendations to the Advisory Committee on Legislation. Leland 
Kynes headed up that effort for the section this year and reviewed several proposals from the 
Georgia General Assembly. 
 
FEDERAL PRACTICE COMMITTEE 
The section’s Federal Practice Committee reviews proposed rule changes in federal appellate courts 
that can impact appellate practice. Andy Tuck chaired that committee this year. 
 
SUPREME COURT SWEARING-IN 
On January 26, 2015, the section co-sponsored a U.S. Supreme Court swearing-in with the 
Constitutional Law section. A group of 43 attorneys were sworn in by the Chief Justice of the 
United States and later met with Justice Clarence Thomas. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The section continues to fulfill its mission of promoting excellence and professionalism in the 
appellate process and contribute to the profession. Each officer and committee member has 
contributed in the past year and the section is confident that this growth will continue for years to 
come. 
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Attorney Client Privilege
Work Product Doctrine Alan Armstrong 

Attorney at Law

Memo
To: State Bar of Georgia

From: Alan Armstrong

Date: April 23, 2015

Re: Annual Report on the Aviation Section of the State Bar of Georgia

The membership of the Aviation Section of the State Bar of Georgia stands at 150.  The funds on 
deposit in the Section’s account amounts to the sum of $17,515.50.

The Aviation Section conducted its annual meeting on January 9, 2015, and is planning on conducting a 
Seminar on Aviation Law in the fall of 2015.  The topics to be covered include:   Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems/Drones, Daubert Challenges, Legal Ethics and Professionalism.  

The Section has established on an experimental basis a means of communicating electronically (via 
LISTSERV email) so that all members of the Section may be apprised of a topic that may be of interest to 
the Aviation Section members.  A member can respond to only the author of the email or respond to all the 
members of the Aviation Section, as appropriate.  The LISTSERV email address is:  
mail@aviationlist.mygabar.org. The architect of this initiative is Todd Westfall, Esq. If you have any 
questions, you can reach him at twestfall@hwmklaw.com.

Arthur Park, Esq. is the new editor of the Aviation Section Newsletter.  One issue of the Newsletter has been 
published and the second issue will be published this summer. Mr. Park can be reached at 
apark@mflaw.com.

AA
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ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 

Bankruptcy Section 

State Bar of Georgia 

Fiscal Year: 

June 1, 2014- May 31, 2015 

Prepared by: 

Brandi L. Kirkland, Section Chair 
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The Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Georgia has one large activity 

each fiscal year in conjunction with the Institute of Continuing Legal Education 

(ICLE) in Georgia. 

This year's seminar began at II :30 a.m. on Thursday, October 23, 2014, and 

adjourned at 11:55 a.m. on Friday, October 24, 2014. The seminar was held at the 

Ritz-Carlton Lodge, Reynolds Plantation and was very well attended by members 

from all over Georgia including a number of Bankruptcy Judges, law clerks, Clerks 

of Court, Trustees, and members of both the debtor and creditor bar. Included in 

this report is a copy of our program for this year's seminar to give you an idea of 

the depth and breadth of our seminar. 

Although the above is, technically, the Section's only "activity,'' we have 

contributed to the support and education ofthe bankruptcy bar in other ways. For 

example, the Section sponsored several seminars including but not limited to those 

held by the Middle District of Georgia Bankruptcy Law Institute (MDGBLI), the 

Coastal Bankruptcy Law Institute (CBLI), and the Georgia State University 

College of Law's Bankruptcy Assistance and Practice Program (BAPP). 

The Bankruptcy Section is committed to our members and to the continuing 

education and support of the bankruptcy bar in Georgia. 
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MAY 12, 2015

STATE BAR OF GEORGIA

BUSINESS LAW SECTION

2014-2015 ACTIVITIES

• Developed and sponsored legislation amending and updating Article 8 of the 
Georgia Business Corporation Code

• Continued work on other potential amendments to the Georgia Business 
Corporation Code

• Conducted and sponsored the 31st Annual Business Law Institute

• Conducted and sponsored the Annual Negotiated Corporate Acquisitions 
Seminar

• Conducted and sponsored the Annual Advanced Securities Law Seminar

• Sponsored the Annual Securities Litigation and Regulatory Seminar

• Supported Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta



319

Child Protection and Advocacy Section 

Annual Report, 20 14-15 

The Child Protection and Advocacy Section ("Section") was approved by the Board of 
Governors of the State Bar of Georgia at its Spring, 2012 meeting. The membership of the 

section represents the broad spectrum of the lawyers who practice and judges who preside in 
Juvenile Courts throughout Georgia. At the close or this third year of existence. the Section has 

grO\:vn to a body of over 400 members. 

During the 2014-15 State Bar year, the Child Protection and Advocacy Section focused 
on responding to President Patrice Perkins-Hooker's challenge to Har Sections to participate in 

three initiatives: to strengthen pro bono activities of Bar members to promote the public good. to 
foster growth and implementation of civics in the classroom, and to mentor and encourage 

involvement of junior section members. 

In July, 2014, Section leadership initiated a conversation with State Bar leadership to 

assist in forming a partnership with JCLE to provide a new pro bono opportunity to assist foster 

care children facing school disciplinary tribunals. The imn1ediate goal of the effort was to assist 
children in Fulton and DeKalb County lJFCS custody who were without representation, with the 
hope that more counties \Vould subsequently take advantage of similar efforts. Through the 

help of the State Bar leadership, the Section and ICLE cnlered into a joint project to present a 

cost-based three-hour seminar, sponsored by the Section and Georgia Appleseed. ICLE recorded 
the seminar and had it professionatly edited so that it could be used later as self-study CLE or for 
a scheduled presentation. In hopes of providing immediate relief for the problem, each 
participant was asked to sign a pledge to handle one pro hono case representing a child in need, 
and each attendee was also given a $50.00 coupon to use at any future ICLE seminar within the 

next year. The seminar, which was held November 20, 2014, had 45 lawyers in attendance and 
received rave revie\vs. including ·'best seminar ever'' from one participant and '·wish I had had 
this seminar years ago" from another. More than 30 lawyers pledged to handle tribunal hearings 

on a pro bono basis. The DVD recordings arc available through the Section. ICLE, and Georgi(! 

Appleseed I(H future training, as additional counties opt to use trained volunteers. (See Exhibit 
''A") 

In fall, 2014, the Section began discussions with the State Bar Law-Related Education 

Office about assisting with their ·~Think About It!'' card project, a state-wide project to educate 
eighth-grade civics students in Georgia's public schools about the long-term collateral 

consequences of involvement in and adjudication of delinquency in Juvenile Court. In 
discussions aimed at disseminating the information to some 131.124 eighth-graders in Georgia, it 

was concluded that printing large posters for each classroom was a more viable project than 
making individual cards that would unlikely he retained by eighth graders, and the Section 

dedicated funding of $4.000. to sponsor it. J\ committee w-orked with Deborah Craytor to lend 
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its <.:xpertise in finalizing appropriate language and visuals for the posters. which will be 
delivered to all teachers prior to their setting up their classrooms at the beginning of the 2015-16 

school year. The posters are colorful and easily understandable in the context of civics 

education. They also contain a ()R Code and a link to more detailed information available on

line. Members of the Section were so excited about the project that it was decided that we would 

copyright the poster so that it can be placed in other places. such as Boys and Girls Clubs, 

YMCA's, and other youth activity centers. and the Georgia Family Connection Program has 

offered to distribute it throughout their statewide network. (See Exhibit '·B") 

ln an effort to encourage the inclusion of younger lav•iyers in Section activities. the 

Executive Committee voted to have a dedicated Executive Committee position for a 

representative of the Yl,J) Juvenile Lavv Committee. In addition, a mixer \\as held jointly \Vith 

the YLD Juvenile Law Committee at Hudson Grille Midtown on October 16.2014. Juvenile 

Court Judges Tom Rawlings and Grad Boyd addressed the 40-50 guests who brought a bountiful 

amount of Christmas presents for Fulton County foster care children in exchange for fi·ee 

admission and a drink ticket. Good food and drink made for an enjoyable evening. 

Additionally, the announcement was made that the sp<.::cially-printed Juvenile code was released 

on that day and '11-as available for purchase. 

The New Juvenile Code became eflcctive July 1, 2014. When the Ofllcial Code of 

Georgia Annotated printed the nev•.- Code as part of Title 15, the book was more than 3000 pages 

in length-difficult to carry and to usc. As a service to Juvenile Court practitioners and judges, 

the Section took a poll of members who would purchase and usc a free-standing Juvenile CoLic 

book, and there was an overwhelmingly positive response. Consequently, the Section negotiated 
with Lexis-Nexis to print a paper-back Juvenile Code, which they offered for sale at a reasonable 

price. The Section has had very positive feedback from users of this book and has begun 

discussions with ICLE to develop an additional mini-code book in its "The Code" series of uscr

li·iendly. easily-transported mini-codes. (See Exhibit "C") 

As an additional service to members, particularly to younger lawyers, the Section 

established a Scholarship Fund and developed an application process utilizing objective criteria 

for awarding scholarships to members /'or national training opportunities, as well as to our in

state CLEs. The applications~ along with the criteria, were printed in the rail edition of the 

Section newsletter, ··Kids Matter;· and are available on-line on our State Bar \Veb Page. 

Scholarship recipients are asked to write an article for publication in Kids Matter to share the 

knO\\ledge they gained from the seminars with the entire section membership. The Section has 

already assisted one member in attending a national seminar. and all eleven requests fOr full 

scholarships to our Section-sponsored CLE in January were funded. Several applications are 

anticipated to be granted for sen1inars over the summer months. 

The Section-sponsored, full-day CLE entitled '·Recent Developments in Representation 

and Advocacy in Juvenile Court" was held on January 29. 2015, and had 64 attendees and was 
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highly praised. As always. the Section attempted to present materials of a timely nature that 
related to mul1iple areas of Juvenile practice. Presentations on the Sex Tra11icking and 
Strengthening Families Act Juvenile Comi appeals, new delinquency transfer laws, the meaning 
of''hest interests of the child," health care and other public benefits for children, as well as an 

ethics presentation by General Counsel, Paula Frederick, were vvell received. The CLE program 
was video-taped by ICLE and is available for viewing through them for self-study. (See Exhibit 

··rn 

The Annual Meeting was conducted during the lunch break at the CLE program. Proper 

notice vvas given. By unanimous vote. the officers re-elected for the sake of continuity w·ere: 
Nicki Vaughan, Chair, Karlise Grier, Vice-Chair. Mary McKinnon. Secretary, and Randec 

Waldman. Treasurer. 

In addition to the CLE programs that the Section itself developed and presented. the 

Section co-sponsored and supported numerous other trainings and Bar-related programs during 
this year. The Section co-sponsored both the Child VVelfare Attorney Training (Guardian ad 
Litem Certification) on November 7. 2014, and the Georgia Supreme Court Complex Trauma 
forum on December 12,2014 in Tifton. This program, which was the last of a four-part series, 

the first three or which the Section co-sponsored last year for lawsers, was targeted at social 
workers. school teachers and counselors, CASAs. foster parents. and other service providers. 
(Sec Exhibit "E") 

In February. the Section partnered with the ABA Center on Children and the Law, the 
Barton Child Lavv and Policy Center. the national and state Associations of Counsel for Children, 

the Georgia Ollice of the Child Advocate, and others to present a day-long conference entitled 
·'Raise the Bar:· to discuss improvements in the performance of the child \Vel fare legal 
community and the courts. The 8-hour conference. held at Emory University, was led by 

nationally-rccogni.t:ed speakers, along vvith interactive panel discussions. (See Exhibit "F'') 

The Section was involved in planning and co-sponsoring a statewide Juvenile Training 

Immersion Program (JTIP), in conjunction with the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council 
in May. Numerous Section members participated in the planning and execution of the three-day 
juvenile dc!inquency training held at John Marshall Law School. Trainers were certified 

instructors from the National Juvenile Defender Center. and offered CLE-crcdit to all of the 50 
participants. (See Exhibit "0"') 

The Section was a co-sponsor o[the VOICES for Georgia's Children 2015 Legislative 

Reception on February 10,2015. A large number Section members attended, using the 
opportunity to talk with legislators_ the G-overnor, child-serving agency representatives, 

lobbyists, policy-makers, and other members of the community who deal with children and 

chilclren·s issues. During the legislative session. Section members were involved with the State 
Bar's legislative representatives in drafting and supporting legislation of interest to children and 
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children's services. The Section was asked by the State J3ar lobbyists to comment on various 
bills during the session and did so vvhen it was appropriate. Regular updates were posted on the 

Section Web Page, as well as through cmails to the membership. 

The Section was a Contributor-level sponsor ofthc Georgia Legal Services Program's 
Champions ofJusticc, and members attended the event representing the Section. The Section 
also is a sponsor of the 2015 State Bar Annual Meeting Opening Night festivities. Additionally, 

the Section is sponsoring a Cocktail Reception prior to the Opening Night Festival. Members of 
the Section. as well as special guests. such as legislators and judges who have been critical to the 
development of the Section and helpful to child-related legislation. are invited guests. (Sec 
Exhibit '·W) 

The Section will again co-sponsor the Georgia Association of Counsel for Children's 
Georgia Youth Law Conference to be helclncxt fall. Several members of the Executive 
Committee are active on the Youth Lav; Conference Planning Committee. 

The Section continues to research the need for and has drafted possible legislation for an 
expedited Juvenile Court appeal process. A sub-committee is continuing to research the best 
method to address the problem. 

The Section has continued to publish a quarterly newsletter,"' Kids Matter." The 8-12 
page newslcttcrs contain valuable information and thought-provoking miicles contributed by 
laVv)'ers, judges, service providers and others in the field of juvenile lClw. The editorial staff has 
been succcssful this year in providing articles on specific and general topics of interest to the 

membership. The newsletters also provide information on upcoming events and activities of 
interest to Section members. Copies of·'Kids Matter') me disseminated through email, the 

Section Web Page, Facebook, and Twitter. IJard copies will be available for viewing at the 
Annual Meeting reception. (See Exhibit ''!"') 

The Section is proud of its growth and activity for the year and has begun to develop 

plans to continue to increase its support of the community of child-serving lawyers in the coming 
year. !'he Section's Web Page on the State Bar website continues to provide updated information 
regarding the various sub-sections for "Resources." ·'News,'' and '·I .inks'" to numerous articles 

and manuals, notices of ABA materials, policy statements, and notices of upcoming training, 

and related websites. The "'Newsletters" section contains copies of the Section's newsletter, 

··Kids Matter." and a '·Legislation'' section provides information on pending and recently-passed 
legislation, as well as a direct link to the State Bar's Legislative Tracking page to facilitate 
access to all legislation affecting the State Bar and its members. 

Submitted this 201
" day of May, 2015. 

Nicki Noel Vaughan, Chairperson 
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STATE BAR OF GEORGIA
CORPORATE COUNSEL SECTION

2014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT

The Corporate Counsel Section of the State Bar had another productive good year, and I am 
pleased to submit this Annual Report summarizing our activities over 2014-2015. Annual dues are $25 
per year, and to join or re-join our Section, please visit:

http://www.gabar.org/committeesprogramssections/sections/how-to-join.cfm .

Sections’ Purpose

The Corporate Counsel Law Section comprises State Bar members engaged in corporate law practice 
with corporations, associations and law firms.

Membership & Finance

The Section has approximately 1400 members (as of December 2014). The Section’s financial standing 
remains sound, with adequate funding projects anticipated for 2015-16.

2013 Corporate Counsel Institute

The Section held its 2013 Corporate Counsel Institute on December 11 and 12, 2014.  Covering two 
days, the seminar addressed a variety of legal topics that were germane to in-house and corporate 
counsel, including government investigations, e-discovery, restrictive covenants, patent defense, data 
privacy, social media considerations, M&A trends, legal writing, pro bono opportunities, and updates in 
employment and anti-corruption laws. The Institute was organized and co-chaired by Ben Garren, Vice 
President & General Counsel, North America Group, The Coca-Cola Company, and Jennifer 
Hightower, Senior Vice President of Law and Policy, Cox Communications, who should be commended 
for their efforts in organizing a successful and informative event. The 2015 Corporate Counsel Institute 
will be held December 10 and 11, 2015, at the Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel & Convention Center
in Atlanta. Look for additional information regarding the 2015 Corporate Counsel Institute later in the 
year.

Pro-Bono Activities

Each year, the Section considers financial support for pro-bono organizations in which many of the 
Section members participate. This year, the Section made the following donations:

• Atlanta Volunteer Lawyer Foundation - $5,000

• Pro-Bono Partnership of Atlanta - $15,000

Consideration of Other Activities

Our Section’s executive committee spent a great deal of time this year discussing areas for additional 
programming. We reached out to Section members this year with a membership survey, to better 
understand what Section leadership can offer our members.  In response to an interest among members 
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in additional CLE opportunity, the Section sponsored a two hour CLE event for Section members –
“Improv for Lawyers” – in March.

New Leadership

It is with great pleasure that I announce that Jennifer Hightower, Senior Vice President of Law and 
Policy, Cox Communications, will serve as Chair of the Corporate Counsel Section for 2015-2016. In 
addition, Robbie Kamerschen, Senior Vice President and General Counsel, Aaron’s, Inc., and Audrey 
Boone Tillman, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, AFLAC Incorporated, have joined the 
Executive Committee and will serve as co-chairs of the 2015 Corporate Counsel Institute.

In closing, I would like to thank the various members of the Executive Committee (members are listed 
below) for their individual efforts in serving the Section during 2014-2015 and for their support. It has 
been an honor serving the Section as Chair, and I believe I speak on behalf of all members of the 
Executive Committee in saying we look forward to a productive new year for the Section.

Bradford R. Turner
Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary
Newell Rubbermaid Inc.
2014-2015 Chair, Corporate Counsel Section, State Bar of Georgia

Executive Committee Members:

Tom Bishop
Norman Brothers
Briley Brisendine
Thomas E. Campbell
Elizabeth B. Chandler
Ray Fortin
Ben Garren
Cathy Hampton
Jennifer Hightower
Richard Jones
Robbie Kamerschen
Kenneth F. Khoury
Bruce S. Richards
Louise S. Sams
Paul Shlanta
Johnathan H. Short
Janet E. Taylor
Audrey Boone Tillman
Brad Turner
Raymond S. Willoch
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EMINENT DOMAIN SECTION 
STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 

ANNUAL REPORT 
2014-2015 

The purpose of the Eminent Domain Section is to promote education relating to the issues 
surrounding the exercise of eminent domain by the government and its agents, as well as the 
rights of property owners when they are affected by the power of eminent domain. In addition, 
the Section seeks to encourage cooperation and professionalism among the attorneys practicing 
in this area of the law and to promote communication with the government representatives and 
professionals (such as engineers and appraisers) who are involved in the eminent domain process 
around the State of Georgia. 

The membership ofthe Section has grown to 139. One of our members, and a renowned attorney 
in the Eminent Domain field, Charles L. "Buck" Ruffin, is the immediate past President of the 
State Bar of Georgia. 

The budget is sufficient thanks to the large membership of the Eminent Domain Section. Our 
current fund balance is $51,732.51. 

ANNUAL MEETING: The annual meeting to the Eminent Domain Section was held on 
February 26,2015 at the State Bar Headquarters. Despite a severe winter storm, the meeting was 
well-attended by 96 members. At this meeting the 2015 Charles N. Pursley Award to recognize 
professionalism and commitment to the practice of eminent domain law was presented to David 
H. Flint. This award is named in honor of one of the founding members of the Section and 
recognizes contributions in the field of Eminent Domain law in Georgia. Mr. Flint has had a 
long and successful career in the field of eminent domain and is well respected as a litigator, 
arbitrator and mediator by his colleagues. 

'(be 2014-2015 officers of the Eminent Domain Section were as follows: 

Chair 

Andrea Cantrell Jones 
The Galloway Law Group 
3500 Lenox Road Stc. 360 
Atlanta, Georgia 30326 
(404) 965-3698 
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Vice Chair 

Jason P. Wright 
Morris Manning & Martin, LLP 
1000 Atlanta Financial Center Ste. 1200 
Atlanta, Georgia 30326 
(404) 504-7734 
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Secretary/Treasurer Immediate Past Chair 

Kenneth L. Levy Scott W. Peters 
Zachary & Seagraves, PA 
I 000 Commerce Drive 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
(404) 373-1685 

Schreeder Wheeler & flint, LLP 
1100 Peachtree Street, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
(404) 681-3450 

At the annual meeting, the membership elected the following new officers for the 2015-2016 
fiscal year: 

Chair 

Vice-Chair 

Scc./Trcas 

Jason P. Wright 

Kenneth L. Levy 

Ivy N. Cadle 
Baker Donalson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 
P.B. Box 5047 
Macon, Georgia 31208-5047 

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATTON: Also on February 26, 2015, the Eminent Domain 
Section presented a CLE Seminar in conjunction with ICLE in Georgia at the State Bar 
Ilcadqumtcrs in Atlanta. The following topics were covered: 

199932 

Panel: Ethics and Professionalism in a Condemnation Setting: 
Hon. Smnuel D. Ozburn, Walton Superior Court 
Hon. Gregory A. Admns, Judge DeKalb Superior Court; 
Hon. Stephen Schuster, Cobb County Superior Court; 
Hon. D. Scott Smith, Bmtow County Superior Court 
Discussion Leader: Elizabeth Story, Pursley Friese T ormgrimson 

Tenant Issues: Melissa Peri gnat, Holt Ney Zattcoff and Wasserman; and Warren Power, 
Power and Jaugstetter, Attorneys at Law 

Evidentiary Questions in Condemnation Cases: Paul Milich, Professor, Georgia State 
University College of Law 

Panel: Business Losses: Adrian Loud, CPA and Chad Hoekstra, CPA 
Discussion Leader: Ivy Cadle, CPA, Baker Donalson 

2 
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Panel: Cost to Cure: Abdul Amer, A&R Engineering; and Fred Fisher, Planning Design 
Group 

Eminent Domain Caselaw Update: Anne Sapp 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Andrea Cantrell Jones 
Section Chair 
The Galloway Law Group, LLC 
3500 Lenox Road Ste 760 
Atlanta, Georgia 30326 

cc: Douglas Ashworth, Esquire 
Derrick Stanley 

199932 

Jason P. Wright, Esquire 
Kenneth L. Levy, Esquire 
Ivy N. Cadle, Esquire 
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FAMILY LAW SECTION
State Bar of Georgia

ANNUAL REPORT 2014-2015

Rebecca Crumrine Rieder, Chair

Pursuant to Article X Section 6 of the by-laws of the State Bar of Georgia, I submit the 

following Annual Report on behalf of The Family Law Section.

Introduction

With approximately 1880 members, the Family Law Section is the third largest section of 

the Georgia Bar. The Section is represented and governed by an Executive Committee made up 

of sixteen members including, Chair (Rebecca Crumrine Rieder), Vice Chair (Regina M. Quick),

Secretary (Marvin L. Solomiany), Immediate Past Chair (Jonathan J. Tuggle), Newsletter Editor

(Gary Patrick Graham), Legislative Liaison (John L. Collar, Jr.), YLD Liaison (Jamie Perez),

and nine members at large (Scot Kraeuter, Gary Patrick Graham, Daniel Bloom, Ivory Tertenia 

Brown, Tera Reese-Beisbier, Leigh Faulk Cummings, Michelle Jordan, Pilar J. Prinz and Kyla S. 

Lines. The Executive Committee represents members from around the State, members from 

different size law firms, and is diverse in race and gender.1 This year, the Executive Committee 

met approximately every month rotating between the offices of Executive Committee Members

or by telephone (September and April meetings).

2014-2015 Section Action

Promoting Pro Bono Involvement

Piggybacking on President Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker’s initiative to promote pro bono 

service and access to justice for indigent and marginally employed citizens, I encouraged pro 

bono service in our Section2, and set out to create and implement a Statewide Helpline for Child 

1 Our Vice Chair and 3 At-Large Executive Committee members practice predominately outside the Metro Atlanta 
area, and the Chair has a satellite office outside of Metro Atlanta.  We have an Executive member who practices at 
Atlanta Legal Aid, Executive members who are sole practitioners, and Executive members who work in small and 
medium size firms.  Our At-Large Executive Committee members consist of 2 African-Americans and 1 
Hispanic/Latino. Based on our Section wide Diversity Survey during the 2014-2015 year, the make-up of the 
Executive Committee is consistent with the make-up of the overall Section membership.  
2 Section members were called upon to do anything that provided pro bono service whether representing a client 
who could not afford the services, volunteering for the Court as a Guardian ad Litem or volunteering through the 
many avenues available at the State Bar.  
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Support Worksheet Support (“Helpline”) to low income Georgia citizens.  With the assistance of 

the State Bar of Georgia through Mike Monahan, the director of the ProBono Project of the State 

Bar and Derrick Stanley, Section Liaison of the State Bar, the vision turned into a reality. The 

hard work of Executive Committee members Leigh Faulk Cummings and Tera Reese-Biesber, as 

well as Section member Kathleen “Katie” B. Connell have made this pro bono helpline initiative

a reality.  The Helpline provides one-time help for unrepresented low and moderate-income 

Georgians who need assistance with the State’s mandated Child Support Worksheets.  Volunteer 

Lawyers from the Section will assist callers with the calculator and preparing the required Child 

Support Worksheets.  We are grateful to Georgia Legal Services Program, serving 154 counties 

outside Metro Atlanta, for partnering with the Section to launch the Helpline.  The Helpline is an 

opportunity for Section members to give back to Georgians in need of legal services who cannot 

afford it – the very mission of President Perkins-Hooker.  The Helpline launched May 18, 2015!

Atlanta Legal Aid Capital Campaign.

As part of the on-going community service initiative, and as Immediate Past Chair 

Jonathan J. Tuggle’s service project of 2014-2015 fiscal year, the Section successfully completed 

and funded the Section’s pledge3 to Atlanta Legal Aid’s Capital Campaign to finance the 

purchase and renovation of its new headquarters in an historic building in downtown Atlanta.  

The Section’s match of $15,000 came out of this fiscal year’s budget.  

Health Law Initiative (HeLP)

See below under Community Service Subcommittee Report. 

State Bar of Georgia Pamphlet Update

Again, in conjunction with President Perkins-Hooker’s agenda, the Section, through the 

assistance of Section member Rachel Miller and Executive Committee member Dan Bloom, 

updated the Family Law Pamphlet.  The Family Law Pamphlet had not been updated since 2009. 

Legislative Tracking

See below under Legislative Subcommittee Report.

Child Support Commission 

Efforts were made for the Section to be more proactive with working with the Georgia 

Child Support Commission (Commission).  Commission member and Section member Katie 

3 The Section committed to raise $15,000 from individual contributions to be matched by the Section from Section 
funds. 
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Connell served as a “liaison” with FLS.  Ms. Connell was invited to report to the Executive 

Committee at each meeting and to gather feedback and response from the Executive Committee,

and graciously accepted same.  It is a goal for this partnership to continue so we may work 

together to address issues that arise.  Additionally, members of the Executive Committee 

attended the Georgia Commission of Child Support meetings to provide feedback from the 

Section. The Section, through the Executive Committee, voted to support the Commissions 

legislative package during our October 2014 meeting.4

Further, we worked with Patricia Buonodono, the Child Support Project Director Staff 

Attorney of the Georgia Commission on Child Support to circulate to our Section proposed 

legislation drafted by the Child Support Commission; and, to support the Commissions 

legislative package, inclusive of eliminating Administrative Legitimization.5

Family Law Review

Published with true magazine quality, the Family Law Review (FLR) contains 

informative articles, interviews with judges and Section news and case law updates.  It is 

published quarterly to all Section members as well as all Superior Court judges across the state. 

Randy Kessler served as the Editor and later as co-Editor with Marvin Solomiany6 since 2005.  

Randy took the FLR from a “bulletin” to a glossy magazine with substantive articles and updates 

on Family Law, which is delivered to every Section member and every Superior Court and Court 

of Appeals judge in the State.  

This year, the Family Law Review (FLR) Editor since 2004 moved to an Editor Emeritus 

position to allow for a new Editor, Gary Graham.  Under Gary’s leadership, we published 2 

additions to of FLR, and Gary created an Editorial Board to promote more active involvement by 

Section members in Section activities and projects.7

4 Thomas Worth, Legislative Liaison for the State Bar of Georgia joined us at our October meeting and went 
through the process of the State Bar’s legislative agenda, assisting us in our goal to revise and update the antenuptial 
statute. 
5 The Section Executive Committee appointed a committee to work on drafting an alternative to Administrative 
Legitimation to assure access to legitimation for low to moderate income Georgians.  Dan Bloom and Pilar Prinz 
have agreed to spearhead this internally, and to work with the Commission. 
6 Marvin Solomiany served as co-Editor since 2009.  
7 The inaugural Editorial Board includes Section members: Randy Kessler (Editor Emeritus), Kelly Miles, Kelley 
Boswell, David Marple and Bill Sams. 
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Section Subcommittees

a. Subcommittees. To generate greater Section involvement, the Section promoted 

participation in Section subcommittees, each of which is chaired by an Executive Committee 

member(s) and sometimes along with a Section member.  The subcommittees provide an 

opportunity for more widespread involvement of Section members as well as an opportunity for 

Executive Committee members to develop leadership skills.  The committees include:

Diversity (Ivory Brown, Michelle Jordan, Marvin Solomiany). The Diversity 

Committee was invaluable in organizing and implementing the Diversity Survey.  This 

survey assisted the Section with identifying who are members are to allow us to better 

serve the membership and to assure inclusiveness not only in Section programs but also 

in determining Section involvement in projects.  431 members took the survey.  The 

results in part are provided on Table 1 attached.  In sum, the survey results provide that 

the Section is about 60% female, consists of approximately 80% Caucasian members,

approximately 90% heterosexual members, approximately 95% who do not define as 

disabled, and who vary in years’ experience but of whom approximately 40% are sole 

practitioners.  

This subcommittee worked on identifying judges in numerous circuist around the 

State to be liaisons to the subcommittee, and the judges invited to do so have accepted. 

The subcommittee members and the judicial liaisons will work together to promote 

diversity in the Section throughout the State.  

This subcommittee spearheaded the Section involvement in the Georgia Hispanic 

Bar Association Veteran’s Day celebration, and the ice cream social during the Same Sex 

Seminar, as further provided below.

This subcommittee has also held regular meetings with increased support and 

participation of all Section members. 

Sponsorship  (Rebecca Crumrine Rieder, Scot Kraeuter, Gary Graham, Ivory 

Brown, Tina Roddenbery, Kyla Lines).  The main purpose of the Sponsorship Committee 

is to secure sponsors for the Family Law Institute (FLI) to alleviate the costs to the 

Section for putting on the 3 day CLE for our members.  With the contributions of 

Executive Committee members as well as Section members, the Committee successfully 

raised a record amount of sponsorship funds this year of over $123,000, assuring the 
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costs for FLI will be fully covered with sponsorship monies.  It is through these 

sponsorship funds the Section is able to produce such a high caliber program including 

the now coveted invitation to judges to attend with expenses paid for by the Section.

Feedback consistently provides that the Section and the attending judges think it is one of 

the best Seminars out there. Specifics are provided herein.  

Military and Federal Employees  (John Collar, John Camp). This committee 

continues to work diligently in monitoring and helping navigate the proposed uniform 

law entitled Uniform Deployed Visitation and Custody Act which was a culmination of 

efforts between our Section and the Military and Veterans Law Section.  

Technology/Social Media (Scot Kraeuter, Jamie Perez, Kevin Rubin). This 

committee is charged with keeping our section up to date on technology and social media 

as well as maintenance of the Section website.  This Committee has also explored 

establishing a Section LinkedIn page as well as links to other social media. The 

committee looked into hosting our own website, and the costs associated with same.  It is 

hopeful the Section will continue to look at ways to fund a website to better serve our 

Section members. 

Community Service (Dan Bloom, Leigh Cummings, Rebecca Crumrine Rieder, 

Pilar Prinz, Tera Reese- Beisbier).  As described above, the Community Service 

Committee has worked diligently in its grass roots initiative to identify state-wide family 

law related causes and organizations this Section can support both financially and 

through volunteer efforts. As provided above, Leigh Faulk Cummings and Tera Reese-

Beisbier along with Section member Kathleen “Katie” B Connell worked tirelessly to 

implement the Child Support hotline. 

Additionally, Dan Bloom and Rebecca Crumrine Rieder explored a partnership 

with the Health Law Partnership (HeLp).  “HeLP is an interdisciplinary community 

collaboration between healthcare providers and lawyers to improve the health and well-

being of low-income children and their families by addressing the multiple determinants 

affecting children’s health.” www.healthlawpartnership.org.   We met with HeLp staff 

attorney, Payal K. Kapoor and identified areas in which our Section may assist within 

HeLPs framework.  Since 2005, HeLP’s family law cases have increased from 28 cases 

per year to approximately 160-180 cases a year, including cases of adoption, divorce, 
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custody/visitation, adult and/or minor guardianship, paternity, domestic violence, 

neglected/abused child and child support, servicing counties all over Georgia.8 It is 

hopeful that a full partnership will be created in the next fiscal year.  

Ethics and Professionalism (Gary Graham, Dan Bloom, Leigh Cummings, Tera 

Reese- Beisbier).  This subcommittee was created last year at the urging of members of 

the Bar and the Bench to create a resource for young family lawyers faced with difficult 

professional or ethical issues as they develop their practice. Headed by Gary Graham, the 

subcommittee identified “seasoned” lawyers within the Section--who would mirror the 

Section makeup pursuant to the Diversity Survey--from around the State9 who are willing 

to serve as mentors to younger Section members as well as sole practitioner members 

who may not have contact with more seasoned family law attorneys.  This subcommittee 

is working with the State Bar as to the parameters of this program to assure this program 

meets the Professionalism and Ethics guidelines of the State Bar as well as provides 

assistance to those members who are having a difficult issue with an opposing party.  It is 

hopeful this program will launch in the next fiscal year.  

b. Mixers. The Section continued to organize and sponsor mixers to bring together 

family lawyers in an informal setting where they could mix, meet and mingle with other family 

lawyers in a fun setting.  We held a mixer in November 12, 2014 at Gypsy Kitchen coordinated 

by Ivory Brown. We are looking forward to working on ideas to have mixers throughout the 

State.

c. Webinars: The Section continued its “Lunch and Learn” series of webinars.  Due 

to technical difficulties this year with having the webinars broadcast at the time annnounced, the 

Section will be looking into different mediums to provide this educational aspect of our Section.  

The series included the following topics and speakers:

“Child Support Issues” – Jonathan Dunn

“Venue and Jurisdiction, especially in post-divorce issues” – Tracy O’Connell

“Case Law Update ” - Sean Ditzel

8 HeLP has serviced family law cases in all but approximately 35 counties in Georgia.  
9 The following members agreed to volunteer time once the parameters of the mentorship are established: Bill Sams, 
Phil Grant, Ted Eittreim, Alan Connell, Hylton Dupree, Seth Harp, Neil Brunt, Tony Perotta, Kelly Miles, Paul 
Johnson, Karen Brown Williams, Steve Steele, Diane Woods, Bo Stubbs, Dawn Smith, Melody Richardson, Shiel 
Edlin, Hannibal Heredia, Georgia Lawson, Gwen Holland and Ned Bates.  
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“How Can I Live on That/How Can I Afford That?  Presenting Case Flow Scenarios for 
Parties in a Divorce” – Beth Garrett

“Small Family Law Firm Management” – Bill Sams

“Grandparent Visitation” – Melissa Griffis

The Section has created a link to past program webinar presentations on the Section 

website, so our members can view any of our webinars at his or her convenience.

Legislative Liaison

Our legislative liaison, John Collar, worked tirelessly this Session, along with our Vice 

Chair and House member, Regina Quick and At-Large Executive Committee member Kyla 

Lines.  John put together a Legislative Affairs Committee10, predominately made up of younger 

lawyers.11 Again, this allowed a larger number of Section members an opportunity to get 

involved with the Section.  

Bills that we were monitoring include the following: 

SB 3 - 'Supporting and Strengthening Families Act'; power of attorney from parent to another 

person; care of minor child.

SB 207 - adds a new chapter under Title 29 entitled "Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective 

Proceedings Jurisdiction Act"

HB 52 - parenting plans incorporated into final orders 

HB 229 - greatly expands the class of relatives who are authorized to file for visitation rights

HB 264 – elimination of administrative legitimation

HB 405 - antenuptial agreements

The FLS proposed the following legislation with the State Bar of Georgia:

10 Its members assist in monitoring, overseeing, and participating in the 2015 Legislative 
Session. Every year, there are many bills and legislation which impact the practice of Family 
Law. The purpose of this committee is to (a) assist the FLS in promoting and supporting 
legislation which the FLS is attempting to have passed through the State Bar of Georgia; and (b) 
monitor any other legislation that impacts the practice of family law.
11 Associates on the committee included: Courtney Dean, Jessica Fagan, Julia Haesemeyer, 
Meagan M. Hanson, Lauren Miller, Kelly Reese and Chase Wilson.  Other contributing lawyers 
included Lane Fitzpatrick and members of the Executive Committee Regina Quick and Kyla 
Lines.
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As anticipated in the 2014-2014 fiscal year, FLS supported HB 405, proposing legislation 

concerning O.C.G.A. §19-3-62(a). Executive Committee Members John Collar and Pilar Prinz 

worked with Regina Quick and Rebecca Crumrine Rieder to revise and edit proposed legislation 

to amend O.C.G.A. §19-3-62(a).  Our work became part of the State Bar Legislative Package, 

but unfortunately was held up nearing the end of the 2015 Session.  It is hopeful this important 

revision to the Code, updating antiquated laws associated with woman not being able to own

property or contract will be pass in the future.

Further, FLS worked internally to review and add comments to the following actions that 

may become legislation in the future:

1. Administrative Legitimation and possible revisions to O.C.G.A. §15-11-12 and 

Chapter 7 of O.C.G.A. §19.

2. Review of the State Bar Discovery of Electronically Stored Information Task Force.

YLD Family Law Committee

Pursuant to our Section bylaws, the Chair of the YLD Family Law Committee gets to 

serve on the Executive Committee thus enabling the Section to stay apprised of the YLD 

Committee’s activities and future leadership.  This year, the Family Law Committee of the 

Younger Lawyer’s Division of the State Bar of Georgia made quite an impact on the legal and 

non-legal communities.  The YLD co-chairs are: Jamie Perez, Katie Kiihnl and Kelly Reese.  

Events included:

o August 20, 2014 - Hosted the first-ever Family Law Committee CLE, a half-day 

event at the State Bar, titled “Tips and Tactics for the Family Law 

Associate.” Qualified for 3 CLE hours and 2 Trial Practice hours.

o October 16, 2014 - Hosted the 9th Annual “Supreme Cork” Silent Auction and 

Wine Tasting fundraiser at 5 Seasons Brewing Company Westside, attended by 

approximately 200 legal professionals and raising over $20,000 which benefited 

the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyer Foundation's Safe Families Office and Guardian ad 

Litem Programs.

o November 5, 2014 - Co-hosted a happy hour with the YLD Criminal Law and 

Solo/Small Firm Committees at Stillhouse at East Andrews.

o November 13, 2014 - Partnered with the YLD Juvenile Law Committee, Child 

Protection & Advocacy Committee, and Children & Courts Committee to hose 
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the “Code and Cocktails” and Winter Gift Drive Happy Hour at Hudson Grille 

Midtown, aiming to educate attorneys on the new juvenile code while collecting 

gifts for children in foster care.

o December 2014 - Volunteered with Atlanta Legal Aid’s Grandparent/Relative 

Caregiver Holiday Adopt-a-Family Project to donate over $400 in Christmas gifts 

to the committee’s adopted family and deliver the gifts directly to the family.

o December 2, 2014 - Attended a planning meeting for the future Fulton County 

Family Law Workshops at the Fulton County Courthouse.

o February 7, 2015 - Worked with Youth Connections, Inc.'s Street Outreach 

Program, a 501(c)(3) focused on providing positive youth development for at-risk 

youth, assembling “survival kits” of food, clothes, and hygiene items and passing 

out the survival kits in downtown Atlanta.

o May 22, 2015 - Hosted the first-ever Beach Party at the Family Law Institute, a 

change from the Friday mini-Happy Hour previously hosted by the Committee.

Membership and participation has been well above average this year which has allowed 

the committee to participate in more opportunities and events and create a larger impact.  The 

Committee hopes for the same success in the years to come.

Continuing Education

a. Family Law Institute.  The 32nd annual Family Law Institute was held May, 2014

at the Ritz-Carlton in Amelia Island, Florida.  The program was titled “Love You Live: Pressing

Issues and How to Play Them.”  We had a record number of attendees (over 630) and an overall 

rating of 4.7 for the Seminar.  We had over 40 judges and legislators in attendance, and speakers 

reflected the Diversity of our membership.12

The program spanned three days and included a review of current case law, 

administrative legitimation, update on evidence and the Civil Practice Act, three panels of 

Superior Court of Georgia judges, presentations by Court of Appeals Judges Dillard and 

McFadden and Ellington along with Supreme Court of Georgia Justice Blackwell on appellate 

practice in family law, as well as financial concerns in complex litigation, the status of child 

custody in cases with same sex litigants.  As has become tradition, the Friday afternoon golf 

12 Due to feedback from Superior Court judges, the invitation to our Institute is a hot ticket, and judges are confused 
as to the method for receiving an invite.  Pilar Prinz assisted in drafting a letter to all Superior Court judges to 
explain the process, and that any judge may register to attend.  It is anticipated the letter will go out in the summer.  
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tournament is a tribute to the memory of our dear friend and past Executive Committee member 

Andy Pachman (The Andy Pachman Memorial Golf Tournament) who passed away in 2013 

after a battle with cancer.   

Again, we had numerous first time attendees, and provided scholarships to 5 applicants to 

assist defray the costs of attendance.13 As is our tradition, all attending judges, speakers and the 

Executive Committee were invited to a dinner Thursday evening in their honor.  As always, this 

dinner provided a fantastic opportunity to engage with the bench in an informal setting.  Over 

125 people were in attendance.

The annual tennis and golf tournaments were well attended as were the receptions on

Friday and Saturday night.  The lively beachfront reception Saturday night included 

entertainment by the “Specific Deviations” a rock ‘n roll band formed and manned by the Family 

Law Section members.  

Kice Stone was awarded the Jack P. Turner Award which is the lifetime achievement 

award given by the Family Law Section.  The criteria for the Award include a career devoted to 

the practice of family law with substantial contributions to improve and advance the practice of 

family law in the state of Georgia.  It also includes recognition by the recipient’s peers as an 

outstanding lawyer/judge, record of integrity and fairness, a commitment to assist other members 

of the Bar in the practice of family law and by taking the practice of family law to a higher level 

of increased respectability and recognition.

Hylton Dupree was awarded the Joseph T. Tuggle, Jr. Award which is awarded annually 

in recognition of the person in the Section deemed to have most exemplified the aspirational 

qualities of professionalism in practice as a lawyer and/or judge.

As of the submission of this report, the final plans are being made for the 33rd Annual 

Family Law Institute on May 21-23, 2015.  Chaired by Section Vice Chair Regina Quick, the 

program is titled “The Art of Love and War” which will cover a range of the most current and 

hottest family law topics.  This year, the Institute will have break out sessions, adding more 

intimate question and answer sessions as well as providing sessions for varied practices.  The 

2015 Institute will be held at the Omni, Amelia Island, Florida.

13 The Section provided 5 - $1,000 scholarships and each recipient made a commitment to take one pro bono case 
within the year.  Additionally, 1 of the 5 recipients was awarded the Jill Radwin Scholarship, honoring our member 
Jill Radwin who was the Child Support Commission Staff Attorney  who lost her battle with lung cancer and for 
whom the scholarship award is named.   This year the Jill Radwin Scholarship was awarded to Brianne Erwin of 
Atlanta Legal Aid. 
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Marvin Solomiany, who is slated to Chair the 34th Annual Family Law Institute in 2016, 

is bringing the 2016 Institute to Georgia!  Again, President Perkins-Hooker encouraged to keep

State Bar functions in Georgia, and the Family Law Section is following suit. With over 600 

attendees, it is exciting that we will host this event inside the State. 

b. Nuts and Bolts of Family Law. The Section once again hosted its annual Nuts 

and Bolts seminar.  As is customary, it was held in both Savannah (on August 22, 2014) and in 

Atlanta (on October 3, 2014).  The Atlanta program was broadcast live across the state from 

GPTV.  Section Secretary and program chair Marvin Solomiany put together a tremendous 

program. Approximately 70 people attended the Savannah CLE, and approximately 100 people 

attended the Atlanta CLE in person.  The focus of the program was on the basics of family law 

while also providing a more intermediate level of information to draw a broader attendee base.

Extra effort was made to include new speakers, predominately from outside the metro Atlanta 

area.  

c. Augusta Family Law Seminar. Bill Sams put together another successful seminar 

in Augusta on October 17, 2014 which was co-sponsored by the Section.  Approximately 75-100 

lawyers attended.  

d. Mid-Year Meeting/CLE.  The Section continued its practice of holding its Annual 

Meeting (required by the by-laws) in conjunction with the State Bar Mid-Year meeting,

including a reception following the meeting.  Immediately prior to the reception, the Family Law 

Section hosted a 1 hour CLE “Carlson on Evidence and How it Relates to Family Law” with 

Ronald Carlson and Michael Carlson. The program was attended by approximately 100 lawyers.  

Following the reception, the Executive Committee hosted a dinner with invited judges as 

well as a number of state legislators.  This dinner provided the Section with an informal 

opportunity to discuss with the legislators those issues in the coming session that impact and are 

of interest to the Section.

e. Same Sex Legal Issues:    The Third Annual Same Sex Legal Issues Seminar was 

held on March 19, 2015, which was co-sponsored by the Family Law Section.  Attendance was 

great supporting this important program on emerging issues.  After the Seminar, the Section, 

spearheaded by our Diversity subcommittee, along with the Stonewall Bar Association, hosted 

an Ice Cream Social which was not only well attended but also well received. 
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f. AAML: The American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers hosted their one day 

seminar in December 2014 with advanced topics concerning the practice of family law.

ADDIITONAL INITIATIVES

a. Child Support Project, Administrative Office of the Courts:   Our Section assisted

Patricia Buonodono in notifying and emailing all Section members with the new version of the 

child support worksheet as well as announcements from the Child Support Commission 

regarding public meetings and slated legislation.

b. Statewide Language Access Training Program:  The Section supported 

“Eliminating Barriers to Justice II: Why and How to Ensure Language Access for Limited 

English Proficient Litigant” by providing funds as a sponsor of the event.

c. Past President’s Dinner: The Section hosted the 2nd Past President’s Dinner.  The 

1st Past President’s Dinner was 5 years ago with a goal to have one every 5 years and to catalog 

the history of the Section.  This year’s event was held at Cherokee Town and Country Club on 

April 17, 2015, was well attended and provided a platform to educate past presidents of the 

Section on the activities and initiatives of the Section. 

Respectfully Submitted on May 19, 2015:

Rebecca Crumrine Rieder, Chair

Family Law Section

State Bar of Georgia
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Family Law Section, State Bar of Georgia
Annual Report 2014-2015 Page 13

TABLE 1:

Gender Female 57%
Male 42.23%
Transgender 0.7%

Race/Ethnicity Caucasian 83.14%
African American 13.58%
Hispanic/Latino 2.11%
Native American 1.64%
Asian 1.41%

Sexual Orientation Heterosexual 93.19%
Lesbian 3.29%
Gay 2.58%
Bisexual 0.94%

Years Practicing Law 11-20 years 23.49%
21-30 years 21.16%
31-40 years 19.53%
6-10 years 15.12%
0-5 years 16.51%
over 41 yrs 4.19%

Practice Size Sole practitioner 43.3%
1-5 attorneys 27.86%
6-10 attorneys 8.57%
11-20 attorneys 9.29%
20+ attorneys 2.38%
Remainder legal aid, law clerk, judge or 
governmental agency 

Practice Specialty of Family Law 90-100%   40.85%
80-89%     14.08%
50-79%    21.13%
25-49%    15.02%
0-24%        8.92%
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Franchise and Distribution Law Section 
Annual Summary for 2014 to 2015 Year 

 
The Board Officers: 
 
Chair:  Melissa Rothring, General Counsel, Huddle House, Inc. 
Vice Chair:  Gerald Wells, General Counsel, Dessange Group-North America 
Secretary:  Jeremy Liebman, General Counsel, ShelfGenie  
Member At Large:  Trishanda L. “Trish” Treadwell, Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs, LLP 
Member At Large (past Chair):  Kathryn Rookes, Vice President and General Counsel, Premium Franchise Brands, LLC 

The Section sponsors quarterly events. 
 

Roundtable Luncheon-coordinator Melissa Rothring 
“The Intersection of Franchise Litigation and Real Estate Law:  Considering the Practical Implications of Real Estate Law 
While Exercising Rights Under Your Franchise Agreement.”  
Wednesday, Aug. 27, 2014 Lunch, 1 hour of CLE. 
The Palisades. 5909 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Bldg. D, Conference Room, (Lobby) Suite 180, Atlanta, GA 30328 
Presented by: 
Annie Caiola, Partner, Slotkin & Caiola, LLC 
Bobby Slotkin, Partner, Slotkin & Caiola, LLC 
 
Other: Held deferred annual meeting for officer transition; set annual calendar. 
 
Evening Presentation and Networking Event-coordinator Jeremy Liebman 
"Everything You Want to Know About Franchising Intellectual Property: Trade Dress, Trademark, Licensing, Patent and 
More." [Co-sponsor] 
Monday, Nov. 10, 2014 at the Bar Center followed by a networking social in the Gallery, 1.5 Hours of CLE. 
Presented by: 
Chris Bussert, Partner, Kilpatrick, Townsend & Stockton LLP 
Sloane Perras, Chief Legal Officer, The Krystal Company 
Jeremy Liebman, General Counsel, ShelfGenie 
Scott Creasman, Taylor English Duma LLP 

 
Annual Half Day Franchise Law Seminar-coordinator Gerald Wells 
Basic Topics in Franchising and Distribution Seminar.  
Feb. 25, 2015 at the Bar Center in Atlanta, followed by a cocktail social at the Glenn Hotel, 3 CLE Hours including 1 
Professionalism Hour.  Rescheduled to Monday, March 30, 2015 due to inclement weather on original date. 
“Tips and Challenges when drafting Ancillary and Vendor Agreements for Franchise Systems.” 
Presented by: 
Lauren Fernandez, Attorney at Law 
Perry J. McGuire, Smith Gambrell & Russell, LLP 
“Strategies for Managing Unauthorized Closures and Unauthorized Reflagging of Units.” 
Presented by: 
John P. Jett, Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP  
Kathryn B. “Kitt” Shipe, Shipe Dosik Law, LLC  
Trishanda L. “Trish” Treadwell, Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs, LLP 
“Professionalism Issues Related to Attorney/Client Privilege for In-house and Outside Counsel” 
Presented by: 
Steven M. Goldman, The Goldman Firm  
Mark S. Vanderbroek, Nelson, Mulling, Riley & Scaraborough, LLP 
 
Roundtable Luncheon-coordinator Trishanda L. “Trish” Treadwell 
Wednesday, May 20, 2015 Lunch, 1 hour of CLE. 
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“Faking an Accent? Best Practices and Solid Advice for the Domestic Franchise Lawyer Trying to Advise Increasingly 
International Clients.” 
Wednesday, May 20, 2015 Lunch, 1 hour of CLE. 
Marquis II Tower, Lobby, 285 Peachtree Center Avenue, NE, Atlanta, GA 30303 
Presented by: 
Jeremy Liebman, General Counsel, ShelfGenie  
Jason Adler, General Counsel, Cellairis 
 
Other: Held annual meeting and officer transition.  
The new slate presented by Nominating Committee and accepted: 
Chair-Jeremy Liebman 
Vice-Chair-Trish Treadwell 
Secretary-Jason Adler 
At-Large-Michael Tyler 
Immediate Past Chair-Melissa 
Program Committee Chair-Joe Gottlieb 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW SECTION
OF THE STATE BAR OF GEORGIA

ANNUAL REPORT – 2014-2015

Introduction
Our Intellectual Property Law Section celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2014, and this bar year 
we have continued building on our successful traditions and blazed new trails of service to our 
members, to our colleagues in the larger Bar, and to the citizens of Georgia. Our success this 
year is the result of a collaborative effort of a diverse and hard-working group of officers and 
committee chairs, who I am proud to introduce to you:

Officers

Brad Groff Gardner Groff Greenwald & Villanueva, PC Chair

Lauren Fernandez The Fernandez Company Chair-Elect

Brent Bellows Knowles Intellectual Property Strategies LLC Vice Chair

Suzanne Werner Coca-Cola Co. Secretary

James Johnson Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP Treasurer

Committee Chairs

Katie Bates King & Spalding Copyright Chair

Alison Danaceau Bodker, Ramsey, Andrews, Winograd & Wildstein, PC Trademark Chair

Rich Miller Ballard Spahr LLP Patent Co-chair

Arvind Reddy Thomas Horstemeyer, LLP Patent Co-Chair

Alan White U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia Newsletter chair

David Lilenfeld Lilenfeld PC Litigation Co-Chair

Jonathan Ollinger Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP Litigation Co-Chair

Matt Smith Innovolt, Inc. In-House/Licensing 
Co-Chair

Joe Staley Kids II, Inc. In-House/Licensing 
Co-Chair

Rivka Montheit Pabst Patent Group LLC AIA Pro Bono 
Project Liaison

Clark Wilson Merchant & Gould Networking Chair

Chris Glass Troutman Sanders LLP Website Chair

Virginia Carron Finnegan Events Chair
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Sonia Lakhany Lakhany Law, PC YLD IP Committee 
Liaison

Tiffany Logan Parks Wood, LLC YLD IP Committee 
Liaison

Derrick Stanley State Bar of Georgia Sections Liaison

From left: Clark Wilson, Katie Bates, Chris Glass, Arvind Reddy, Alan White, Lauren Fernandez, Brad Groff, 
George Medlock, Jim Johnson, Virginia Carron, Rich Miller, David Lilenfeld

Our IP Section’s primary emphases this bar year were: 

• Promoting pro bono activities, and access to the patent system by traditionally 
underserved parties.

• Increased participation in section activities by our membership, to promote 
professionalism and mentoring, build friendships, and provide networking opportunities.

• Increasing awareness within our IP Section of the State Bar’s activities beyond our 
section, and engaging with joint activities with other sections and bar groups.

To these ends, our Executive Committee began planning for this bar year many months before it
began. We also sought input from our fantastic Section Liaison at the State Bar, Derrick Stanley, 
to lay out our plans for the 2014-15 bar year. Our officers met and developed a plan for the year, 
adjusted our committee structure to meet new needs and achieve our goals, and distributed 
responsibility for action items to be completed. 

And we implemented our plan well. We turned a number of challenges into opportunities,
provided our Section members with great programs, helped launch a new patent pro bono 
program that received national recognition, built bridges with other sections and bar groups, and 
will leave our IP Section in a strong position for future success.
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Executive Summary
Our IP Section is strong, with over 1200 members, and a significant fiscal reserve. Section 
membership was stable, with a small growth in the 2014-15 bar year. Our financial balance has 
also grown in the 2014-15 bar year, despite our best efforts to budget for break-even 
performance, spend on great programs for the benefit or our membership, and contribute to 
charitable causes.

We are traditionally a very active section, providing CLE programs and social / networking 
events for our members every year. Our section has solid continuity of officers, with a significant 
majority of officers consistently advancing in station from year to year. We have a detailed 
committee structure, with committee chairs for subject matter-based disciplines (patent, 
trademark, copyright, IP litigation, licensing and in-house), and other committee chairs dedicated 
to particular projects or services our section provides (newsletter, website, special events, pro 
bono, networking).

It has been my personal privilege to serve our IP Section over the preceding ten years in every 
officer role, as Patent Committee Chair (multiple years), Trademark Committee Chair (multiple 
years) and IP Litigation Committee Chair. And that level of experience and commitment to the 
section is not unusual among our section leadership – in fact, it is more the rule than the 
exception.

We hold monthly meetings of our Executive Committee, alternating between in person (usually 
held at the State Bar headquarters) and conference call. All officers and committee chairs are 
invited and expected to attend the monthly meetings, and we have good attendance and 
involvement. An agenda is circulated in advance, and minutes are taken and retained for future 
reference. We also invite the State Bar YLD’s IP Committee to provide a liaison between our 
section and their committee, who is invited to our Executive Committee meetings to help 
coordinate projects between our two groups.

Our IP Section faced a number of challenges this year. One of our signature events of the year, 
our IP Institute, a multi-day CLE event, had to be completely reinvented due to circumstances 
beyond our control. Our Chair-Elect at the very beginning of the bar year transferred to a new 
job in Philadelphia, forcing battlefield promotions of our other officers just as we were hitting 
crunch-time on planning for the new IP Institute format. And the US Patent Office gave us a 
matter of only weeks to raise tens of thousands of dollars to qualify for matching funds to 
support Georgia’s fledgling patent pro bono project.

True to form though, our IP Section rose to these challenges, turned them into opportunities, and 
had a very successful year. Our two large signature events of the bar year were the IP Institute in 
September in Amelia Island, and the IP Gala Honoring the Judiciary in March at the High 
Museum. In addition, by the end of this bar year we will have provided at least 12 local CLE 
programs of one hour or more, including a very well attended 3-hour CLE program at the State 
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Bar’s Midyear Meeting in January. We also held networking and social events, including an 
open house at the beginning of the bar year, our annual holiday party in December, a planned 
summer social in June, and others.

Many of our programs this bar year were held in partnership with other State Bar sections, with 
the YLD, and with other bar groups. This outreach helped build awareness of other programs 
within the larger bar, and increased networking and mentoring opportunities for our section 
members. And we even reached out internationally, hosting a delegation of intellectual property 
representatives from Egypt in February as part of the US Department of State and Georgia Office 
of International Visitors International Visitor Leadership Program.

Our IP Section was instrumental in helping to launch the new Georgia PATENTS (Pro 
bono Assistance & Training for Entrepreneurs and New, Talented, Solo inventors) pro bono
program this year. We are a Founding Partner of the program, having made a significant
financial contribution this year and commitments for future support. Our IP Section’s AIA Pro
Bono Committee Chair and other Section members helped organize the program and
spearheaded a successful fundraising effort (raising over $25,000 in a week!). The Georgia
PATENTS program launched in February 2015 and is presently helping provide access to the US
patent system for previously underserved parties.

We also restructured our sponsorship program this year to provide a more efficient system of 
raising funds to assist with our programs and better allow our section to contribute to important 
charitable causes. And as a result of our strong financial performance, we were able to be very 
philanthropic this bar year. We contributed $5000 to the Georgia PATENTS pro bono program.
We awarded a $5000 scholarship to a Georgia law student, in memory of Harold Marquis, a long 
time friend and mentor to many in our IP Section, who passed away in December. We also 
donated to the Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta, contributed (both financially and with food) to 
the Atlanta Community Food Bank, and contributed as an opening night sponsor of the State 
Bar’s upcoming annual meeting at Stone Mountain.

We have maintained excellent channels of communication with our section membership this bar 
year through quarterly newsletters and through our website (http://georgiaip.org/), which is 
actively maintained and frequently updated. Programs are announced by email blasts to our 
section members, and posted on the interactive calendar on our website. We also assist other 
groups, including Emory’s and GSU’s law schools, Georgia Tech, the World Intellectual 
Property Law Association, and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in providing information 
about other programs of interest to our membership when appropriate.

Additional details are provided below for specific activities of the IP Section in the 2014-15 bar 
year.
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CLE Programs
June 27, 2014, “Alternative Dispute Resolution in Intellectual Property Cases,” presented by the 
IP Section’s IP Litigation Committee. Featuring: Hon. William S. Duffey, Jr., District Judge, 
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia, William H. Needle,  Ballard Spahr LLP, 
Geoffrey Rogers, Newell Rubbermaid Inc., Allen Yee, The Coca-Cola Company.

September 12, 2014, “Intellectual Property Transactions (Valuation and Monetization of IP),”
presented by Technology Associate of Georgia, Industry experts discuss recent experiences in 
valuing and monetizing Intellectual Property, including sales, licensing, pooling and, less-
commonly, IP-secured lending, the role of IP in mergers and acquisitions, university technology 
transfer, and perspectives for small-companies, start-ups, and venture capitalists. Moderator: 
Mickki Murray – Patent Attorney, Parks IP Law. Panelists: Scott Frank – President & CEO, 
AT&T Intellectual Property, Jennifer Liotta – Licensing Associate, Georgia Tech Research 
Corporation, David Petite – Chairman and Founder of the Intus IQ and NAIPEC, Jennifer 
Froneberger – Assistant General Counsel, Turner Broadcasting System.

September 18-21, 2014, “20th Annual IP Institute,” at the Omni Amelia Island Plantation Resort 
in Amelia Island, Florida, presented by the IP Section with ICLE. Eight hours of CLE Credit, 
with breakout sessions totaling 14 program topics. Speakers from the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, academia, law firm and in-house practitioners, and judges from the Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit, the Northern District of Georgia, the International Trade Commission, and 
the Patent Trial and Appeal Board.

October 7, 2014, “Navigating the Madrid Protocol in Trademark Practice,” presented by the IP 
Section’s Trademark Committee. Our speaker was Hon. Lynne Beresford, Former US 
Commissioner for Trademarks and IP Hall of Fame inductee in 2011, who was instrumental in 
implementing the Madrid Protocol international trademark filing system in the US Trademark 
Office. About 70 people attended this program.

October 9, 2014, “USPTO Roadshow: AIA First Inventor to File,” presented by the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, a seminar on the First Inventor to File (FITF) provisions of the America 
Invents Act (AIA).

November 10, 2014, “Everything You Want to Know About Franchising Intellectual Property: 
Trade Dress, Trademark, Licensing, Patent and More.” Presented by our Trademark, Patent and 
In-House Licensing Committees, and co-hosted with the Franchise & Distribution Law 
Section of the State Bar. The program was packed with IP and Franchise counsel, and was 
followed by a cocktail reception where members of the two sections mingled well into the 
evening sharing contacts and information. 

November 11, 2014, “e-Discovery - Best Practices for Law Firms and Corporations.” Presented 
by our Section’s Intellectual Property Litigation Committee. Speakers were Angie Frazier, 
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Litigation Counsel at Cox Communications, Inc. Stephanie Oginsky, Associate at Greenberg 
Traurig, LLP, and Louise Rains, Senior Director, Technology at FTI Consulting. E-Discovery 
collection, review, and production, including:How to approach the legal hold process; Targeted 
collections and preservation; Ideas on culling and harvesting large data sets; and The benefits of 
using data analytics.

January 9, 2015, CLE program and annual business meeting at the State Bar Midyear Meeting, at 
the Atlanta Marriott Marquis. A 3-hour CLE program by our IP Litigation Committee included 
Tips in Selecting and Registering a Trademark, Likelihood of Confusion analysis for trademark 
infringement, and UDRP and gTLD overviews for internet domain names. This program was 
developed to be of interest to general practitioners attending the Bar Midyear, as well as IP 
specialists.

February 10, 2015, “Supreme Court 2015: It’s All About the Facts,” presented by our IP 
Section’s Trademark Committee. William B. Dyer III and Cortney Alexander, of Finnegan 
presented a CLE program on an overview of the Supreme Court’s recent decisions in Teva 
Pharm. USA v. Sandoz and Hana Financial v. Hana Bank, and will also discuss how these 
decisions may affect IP practice.

March 9, 2015, “Patentable Subject Matter,” discussing the effect of the Supreme Court’s 
decisions in Alice v CLS Bank, Myriad and Mayo as well as the PTO’s interpretation of these 
decisions and their guidance in patent prosecution in view of these decisions by the US Supreme 
Court.

March 26, 2015, “Are You Smarter than a Federal Circuit Judge” a judges panel CLE program
with a game show format featuring Chief Judge Sharon Prost and Circuit Judge Kimberly 
Moore, of the US Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Local practitioner “contestants” were 
challenged with questions on various IP topics and Georgia trivia. After each question and 
answer, the judges were given the opportunity to provide their insights on the topics addressed.

April 14, 2015, Our IP Section’s In-House Counsel, Licensing, and Trademark Committees co-
hosted a CLE on False Advertising issues, followed by a wine and cheese social. The CLE 
program was moderated by James W. Faris, Jr. of Kilpatrick, Townsend, and the panelists were: 
Elizabeth Garcia of Turner Broadcasting Systems, Tori Silas of Cox Enterprises, Leslie Spasser 
of Bodker, Ramsey, and Joseph Staley of Kids II, Inc.

June 15, 2015, The Trademark Committee of the IP Law Section is planning a Lunch & Learn 
CLE program featuring Mary Denison, Trademark Commissioner of the United States Patent & 
Trademark Office.

June 24, 2015, Our Copyright Committee is presenting a CLE program on copyright issues in 
mobile app’s in connection with the Southeast Chapter of the Copyright Society of the USA.
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Major Initiatives

IP Institute (September 18-21, 2014)
For many years our IP Section had partnered with an entertainment law group to present one of 
our signature events, an annual multi-day CLE program, which was typically held at some 
offshore resort in the fall. The event was usually fantastic for those able to attend, but many of 
our members could not manage the time and expense of international travel that this program 
required. 

In 2014, as planning for the program was beginning, the leaders of the entertainment law group 
decided to part ways with ICLE and go with another CLE provider. As a part of the State Bar of 
Georgia, our IP Section is not permitted host a program using a CLE provider other than ICLE. 
This presented a challenge, in that we would have to reinvent the IP Institute. But it also 
presented a great opportunity to bring the Institute closer to home where more of our section 
members would be able to participate, and to provide a more IP focused CLE program rather 
than sharing the stage with entertainment law programming.

Working closely with ICLE, our program committee selected a great venue, the Omni Amelia 
Island in Florida, and developed a tremendous lineup of CLE topics and speakers. We were 
privileged to include in our program three judges from the US Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit, judges from the US District Court, the International Trade Commission and the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office’s Patent Trial and Appeal Board, professors, in-house practitioners 
and private practice attorneys. 

With breakout sessions, 14 different program topics and 8 CLE hours were offered. Topics 
included all facets of intellectual property law, of interest to litigation, prosecution and 
transactional attorneys. Networking receptions were held Thursday and Friday evenings, dinner 
Friday night, and a s’mores nightcap get-together Saturday evening. 

A copy of the program for the IP Institute is Attachment 1 to this report

Georgia PATENTS Pro Bono Project (launched February 17, 2015)
The Georgia PATENTS (Pro Bono Assistance & Training for Entrepreneurs and New Talented 
Solo Inventors) pro bono program was officially launched on February 17, 2015. This program is 
part of a national pro bono initiative for inventors being coordinated by the US Patent Office -
the America Invents Act (AIA) Pro Bono Program. The AIA was a patent law reform act enacted 
in 2011, which included a provision directing the US Patent Office to work with intellectual 
property law groups around the country to develop local pro bono programs to help inventors in 
their area who would otherwise lack the resources to access the patent system.
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The State Bar IP Section created a new Executive Committee position this bar year, AIA Pro 
Bono Liaison, and Rivka Monheit volunteered to take on this responsibility. With Rivka’s 
leadership, our section contributed $5,000 to help launch the Georgia PATENTS program, with a 
commitment for continuing support over five years. She has also worked actively with the 
program committee as our Section’s liaison to help develop the program’s policies and 
implementation. 

The Georgia PATENTS program is administered through the Georgia Lawyers for the Arts. The 
program includes a screening process for applicants, and a program for matching the applicants 
with Georgia patent attorneys willing to represent the applications in filing patent applications 
with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. See http://gapatents.org/ for details of this program.

Notably, in mid-September 2014, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office informed the Georgia 
PATENTS program committee that matching funds were available to help launch the program, 
but needed to be allocated by the end of the federal fiscal year (i.e., we had to raise the funds to 
be matched by the end of September 2014 – about 2 weeks later). 

In order to secure these funds, our IP Section’s Executive Committee acted quickly to authorize 
an advance of our commitment to the program of up to a total of $17,000, if needed to secure the 
matching funds. But through a concerted effort of the Georgia IP community, over $25,000 was 
raised by the deadline, the matching funds were secured, and we were able to accelerate the 
launch of this program. 

The Georgia PATENTS pro bono program has received national recognition as a model for other 
states’ implementation of the AIA’s pro bono directive. US Representative Hank Johnson 
attended the Georgia PATENTS opening ceremony on February 17, 2015, and along with the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office’s AIA pro bono representative, W. Grant Corboy, praised the 
program.

Copies of the fundraising letter for the Georgia PATENTS pro bono program and our AIA Pro 
Bono Liaison’s report are Attachment 2 to this report.

Hosting International Delegation (February 18, 2015)

The Section hosted a delegation of eight international visitors from Egypt’s patent office, 
trademark office, and other government agencies involved in intellectual property matters. 
These representatives were accompanied by two escorts / translators appointed by the U.S. 
Department of State.  The visitors were visiting Atlanta as part of the International Visitor 
Leadership Program, a program of the U.S. State Department, in conjunction with the 
Georgia Office of International Visitors.  
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We hosted the delegation for lunch at King & Spalding, and a number of IP Section 
members met with the delegation and discussed current issues regarding copyright, patents, 
trademarks, and IP licensing and litigation in both the US and Egypt.  

A brief summary of the program and the list of participants is Attachment 3 to this report.

3rd Annual IP Gala and Dinner Honoring the Judiciary (March 26, 2015)
The IP Gala celebrates the growth and success of the Intellectual Property community in Georgia 
and the collegiality and professionalism of the IP Bar, and provides our IP Section an 
opportunity to demonstrate appreciation to our local and federal judiciary. This year marked our 
third and biggest ever Gala, with about 270 in attendance. 

The Gala was held at the High Museum in Atlanta, and included a judges panel CLE program (in 
a lively game show format), reception, dinner, presentation of our IP Section scholarship, 
recognition of approximately 10 federal judges in attendance, musical entertainment by world 
renowned singer and songwriter Callaghan and her instrumental ensemble, and private viewing 
of the High’s Wilfredo Lam exhibit.

The Gala program is Attachment 4 to this report.

Additional Networking and Social Events
August 21, 2014 – IP Law Section Open House & Summer Social at Front Page News –
Midtown. Election of new Chair-Elect due to previous Chair-Elect’s moving to Philadelphia, 
elevation of other officers and appointment of new Treasurer. Committee Chair introductions, 
and membership sign-ups for IP Section committees. 52 section members signed up for our 
committees at this meeting.

October 14, 2014 – YLD IP Committee Fall Happy Hour at Shout restaurant.

November 7, 2014 – Cocktail reception following the CLE program with the Franchising 
Section. This event also coincided with the release of the July Bar Exam results, allowing those 
new lawyers a chance to celebrate with colleagues.

December 10, 2014 – Our annual IP Holiday Party at the Four Seasons Midtown. Co-hosted with 
the YLD IP Committee and the Atlanta Bar IP Section. Attendees were requested to make a 
donation to the Atlanta Community Food Bank during the registration process, and we collected 
additional financial donations and food at the event.

February 17, 2015 - YLD IP Committee Spring Happy Hour at Tin Lizzy Cantina.
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April 14, 2015 – Wine and Cheese social following the False Advertising CLE program.

June 16, 2015 – Our year-end Executive Committee dinner and awards ceremony.

June 24, 2015 – Summer social and networking event. Firms will be encouraged to invite their 
summer associates to learn about our IP Section.

And throughout the year, our substantive law committees (Patent Committee, Trademark 
Committee, IP Litigation Committee, Copyright Committee, In-House / Licensing Committee) 
host committee luncheons to plan programs, discuss legal issues relevant to their areas of 
practice, and network with colleagues.

Fundraising
In years past, our section has solicited sponsorships for different events on an ad hoc basis. 
Often, the timing of our solicitations fell after potential sponsors had already committed their 
budgets for the year to other projects.

This year, we launched a new sponsorship program, presenting potential sponsors with three 
sponsorship options (Annual Sponsor, IP Institute Sponsor, Gala Sponsor) and various levels of 
sponsorship within each option (Diamond, Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze). This structured 
approach allowed us a more timely delivery, and was well received by sponsors.

The success of our sponsorship efforts allowed us to deliver more and better programs for our 
membership, and to contribute to other important charitable causes (see next section). 

The new sponsor program matrix is Attachment 5 to this report.

Community Relations, Pro Bono and Philanthropy
Our Section’s solid financial position allowed us to be generous in contributing to charitable
causes deemed important to our membership. Our largest charitable contribution this year was a
donation of $5000 to the Georgia Lawyers for the Arts, for the Georgia PATENTS pro bono
program. In addition to the financial contribution, our IP Section Pro Bono chair was actively
involved on the Georgia PATENTS program committee, and a number of our section members
have provided pro bono service through this program.

We also donated to the Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta, contributed (both financially and in 
food) to the Atlanta Community Food Bank, and contributed as an opening night sponsor of the 
State Bar’s upcoming annual meeting.
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Our IP Section awarded a $5000 scholarship to a Georgia law student, in memory of Harold 
Marquis, a long time friend and mentor to many in our IP Section, who passed away in 
December. 

Law students are invited to attend many of our programs free of charge. Most of our CLE 
programs and social events are open to law students at no charge. At our IP Gala, two law 
student volunteers helped with registration, joined us for dinner, and helped make presentations 
to the judges in attendance. We also recognized the students from the podium and encouraged 
the attorneys present to meet the students and get copies of their resumes. 

Our Section helped promote the YLD IP Committee’s community service event held on 
December 6, 2014, where lawyers volunteered with the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation 
(AVLF).

Our IP Section Copyright Committee hosted two pro bono legal clinics for low-income artists 
with legal concerns through the Georgia Lawyers for the Arts. Participants were encouraged to 
bring along their mentor or mentee for a collaborative pro bono experience. Section members 
enthusiastically responded to these efforts – our first clinic received so much interest we filled all 
the available counseling spots, and scheduled a second clinic to give others a chance to 
participate.

Our Section also maintains and periodically updates a “Patents Trademarks and Copyrights” 
informational pamphlet as part of the State Bar’s Consumer Pamphlet Series. 

http://www.gabar.org/newsandpublications/consumerpamphlets/upload/patents_09.pdf
Our Copyright Committee updated the copyright section of this pamphlet in the 2014-15 bar 
year.

Communications
The IP Section delivered quarterly newsletters to our members this year. Newsletters are sent 
electronically to reduce mailing costs to the Section.  Our newsletters include reports of recent 
activities, information about upcoming activities, substantive legal content, and items of general 
interest to our membership

Additionally, we maintain an up to date Section website with a calendar of IP Section activities 
as well as other activities of interest to the IP community (http://georgiaip.org/). This year we 
also developed a cloud-based archive of IP Section records and resources for future Executive 
Committees’ benefit.

Copies of the IP Section Newsletters are included as Attachments 6A – 6D to this report.
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Financial Report
The Section began the 2014-15 bar year with a solid reserve of about $102,000. The current 
balance is about $162,000. After final year-end expenses, we expect the IP Section’s financial 
balance will show a significant increase over last year, leaving the section on even sounder 
financial footing for the 2015-16 bar year.

We budgeted for the year targeting a financial break-even. Because of the new direction of our 
IP Institute this year, however, the Executive Committee was prepared to take a loss on that
program if necessary to provide an excellent program for our membership and to help build 
momentum for future IP Institutes. We exceeded our goals of excellent programming and 
building momentum. And when all the numbers were in, we netted positive income of about 
$7500 for the IP Institute (largely due to better than expected sponsorship revenue)!

On our other expenses to date, we have been very close to or slightly under budget. Dues income 
was slightly above budget, due to having more members this year than was factored into the 
budget. So overall, the section’s 2014-15 financial performance was very good, and better than 
expected.

Our 2014-15 budget is included as Attachment 7 to this report.

Conclusion
Our IP Section set high goals for the 2014-15 bar year, and we had an exceptional year. We 
provided great service to our members, to the larger bar, and to the people of Georgia. The state 
of our IP Section is strong, and we are poised for ever greater success in the upcoming years.

Our efforts to help launch the Georgia PATENTS pro bono program this year will provide our 
members with a great opportunity for pro bono service for years to come, and provide previously 
underserved Georgia inventors with access to the US patent system, potentially bringing new
jobs and investment to our state as new technologies are developed here at home. And we 
continue to support and participate in other pro bono programs.

On-shoring our re-invented IP Institute back to a more local venue, within driving distance of 
most of our membership, increased accessibility and participation of our membership. Our 
Institute, Gala, numerous CLE programs, social activities and service projects promoted 
professionalism and mentoring, built friendships, and provided outstanding networking 
opportunities. And these services extended not just to our members, but also to the members of 
the other sections and bar groups that we partnered with, and to the international visitors we 
hosted.

All of this was accomplished through the collaborative efforts of our Executive Committee and 
the dedicated members of our IP Section who participated in our programs and committees, and 
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contributed to the Section’s success. This report opened with an introduction of our Executive 
Committee, and it is fitting to close with an acknowledgement of gratitude to them. As Chair of 
the section, I say thank you to this team of hard working and committed people every chance I 
get. And they deserve it. Thank you friends!

And a special word of thanks to our State Bar Section Liaison, Derrick Stanley. Derrick has been 
steadfast in his support for our programs, and has worked tirelessly as part of our team. Derrick’s 
advice and encouragement have been invaluable to our IP Section and to me as chair of the 
section this year. Thank you Derrick!

Finally, on a personal note, it has been a pleasure to serve our IP Section as Chair this year and in 
the many roles I have held over the past ten years. I am grateful for the opportunity to have 
served the IP Section, for the relationships made, and the doors it has opened to me both 
professionally and personally. Thanks to everyone who helped me along this road. I hope I’ve 
left things better than I found them.

Sincerely,

Bradley K. Groff, 2014-2015 Chair 

Intellectual Property Law Section of the State Bar of Georgia
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JUDICIAL SECTION 
ANNUAL REPORT 2014-2015

Judge Lisa R. Reeves, Chair

It was a privilege and honor to serve as the Chair of the Judicial Section for the 2014-2015
calendar year.  The Judicial Section has approximately 277 members. The section continues to 
foster professionalism and excellence in the judiciary, to encourage improvement in the judicial 
process and court operations, to increase input from non-judicial bar members on judicial 
procedures and court operations, and to increase interaction between the Bench and the Bar of 
the State of Georgia.

This year I took a personal challenge to lead this section to greater heights. We had an 
excellent Board and the members embraced my vision and worked tirelessly to achieve the 
results.  We accomplished several goals, including but not limited to, plans for a yearly
CLE/mixer and the launch of our newsletter.   Below is a summary of the activities which has 
occurred since the submission of our last Annual Report.

a.  Newsletter. The Gavel newsletter was released on May 15, 2015 electronically on the Bar’s 
website.  The Judicial Section looks forward to receiving your comments and articles as we 
strive to improve each edition.

b. Executive Meeting. This fiscal year, the Executive Board met during the months of August, 
November and February at the Bar Headquarters and we also had several conference calls in an 
effort to accomplish our goals for this year.

c.  Committees. In an effort to increase the section’s membership and involvement, the 
Executive  Board established two (2) committees: (1)  Membership and (2)  CLE.  A Member At 
Large position was also created for the purposes of overseeing the membership committee.
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d. CLE.  At the Annual State Bar Meeting, the Judicial Section’s luncheon will be a Lunch and 
Learn in which attendees will receive CLE credits.  Lunch and Learn events are important for 
delivering educational benefits to judicial bar members as well as non-judicial bar members.  
This year’s topic will be “Media and the Courtroom” and Mark Winnie of  Channel 2-WSB news 
will be the guest speaker at the luncheon.

e.  Spirit of Justice Award.   The Judicial Section presents the “Spirit of Justice” Award to an 
individual that promotes justice, fairness and peace in an effort to maintain harmony in the 
community. This award will be presented at the annual luncheon at this year’s meeting.

This has been an awesome year and I look forward to working with the incoming Board 
Members for the fiscal year of 2015-2016.am 

Respectfully submitted, this 19th day of  May, 2016.

Lisa R. Reeves 

Judge Lisa R. Reeves, Chair

Judicial Section
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The Nonprofit Law Section of the State Bar of Georgia had another successful year.  Although the 
Section was formed only five years ago, it has attracted a diverse and engaged membership of 
approximately 190 lawyers. 

This year, the Section planned and conducted an all-day continuing legal education program in 
cooperation with the Institute for Continuing Legal Education on March 12th.  The program was 
exceptionally well-attended, attracting approximately 150 people (82 attended last year).  The Section 
held its annual meeting during the lunch break of the CLE. The feedback received on survey materials 
showed a high level of satisfaction among attendees at the program. 

The Section also conducted its first annual survey of Section members with about 35 members 
responding.  The survey provided helpful information about the program interest of members which 
Section officers will use as they consider expanding programming in the coming year beyond the annual 
all-day CLE.   

The Section officers have elected a new chair of the Section and other officers, who will hold office for a 
term beginning at the close of the annual meeting of the Bar (June 19, 2015) and ending at the close of 
the next succeeding annual meeting of the Bar and until her successor shall have been elected and 
qualified.  These officers are: 

Chair:   
Melinda E. Simon 
Associate General Counsel 
Emory University 

Vice Chair: 
            Margaret W. Scott 
            Partner 
            Alston & Bird LLP 
Treasurer & Secretary: 

Scott Lenhart 
Associate General Counsel 
CARE 
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REAL PROPERTY LAW SECTION 

COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 

Rob Brannen 

 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING?  A LOT!  

Commercial Real Estate Seminar.  In November, Chuck Waters organized the commercial 
seminar, which was a tremendous success.  Thanks to Chuck for his efforts. 

Scholarships.  The commercial seminar was followed by an awards banquet at the Capital City 
Club, where we awarded scholarships to deserving law students interested in real estate law.  
Chad Henderson does a wonderful job chairing our Scholarship Committee 

IOLTA Accounts and Commercial Transactions.  Chuck is also leading a task force to address 
the proper way to disburse funds in a commercial real estate transaction.  Formal Advisory 
Opinion FAO-13 has created some ambiguities that we would like to resolve. 

Residential Real Estate Seminar.  In February, Triece Ziblut organized the residential seminar, 
which addressed important issues facing residential practitioners.  In particular, residential 
practitioners need to be working towards ALTA Best Practices compliance, and preparing for the 
implementation of the new Closing Disclosure Form that will replace the HUD-1 in August. 

New UPL Legislation.  Our Legislative Committee, led by Ed Hudson and Gayle Camp 
successfully pursued the passage of an amendment to the UPL statute providing consumers with 
a private cause of action if they are damaged in a real estate transaction.  Previously, consumers 
did not have any viable remedies if they were damaged.  Our legislation providing an indexing 
system for water liens was delayed until next year. 

New U.S. Supreme Court Decision. Our litigation committee lead by Matt Mashburn continues 
to monitor cases affecting real estate practitioners.  You should consider North Carolina State 
Board of Dental Examiners v. Federal Trade Commission, decided by the U.S. Supreme Court 
on February 25, 2015.  In this case, the U.S. Supreme Court held that that Board of Dental 
Examiners could not prohibit non-dentists from providing teeth whitening services, because it 
constituted anti-competitive conduct.  While we can think of many reasons to distinguish this 
case from the unauthorized practice of law, I am certain that it will be discussed extensively in 
coming years and is worth a read. 

Modifications to the Closing Handbook.  The Ethics Committee led by Phil Wilkins has 
completed modifications to the Closing Handbook to reflect the new Formal Advisory Opinion 
and submitted it to the State Bar for approval. 

New Website.  Our new and improved website is on-line and available to all members with 
improved access and indexing to the information that you need for your practice.  Thanks to 
Chad Henderson and Brad Hutchins for leading this effort. 
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Insurance Licensing.  Although attorneys writing title insurance in Georgia have not traditionally 
been licensed as insurance agents, it has come to our attention that the insurance commissioner’s 
office is telling lenders that call as part of their Best Practices research that licenses are required.  
Jeff Greenway, as chair of our Governmental Outreach Committee, is leading a task force that I 
appointed to address this situation. 

Sign Up for Real Property Law Institute.  RPLI is just around the corner starting May 7 in 
Destin, Florida.  Monica Gilroy has done a tremendous job on the program featuring Michelle 
Korsmo, CEO of ALTA.  We will also have a new Pindar Award winner.  We have also decided 
to have the 2016 RPLI at Amelia Island, and the 2017 RPLI back at Destin. 

We continue to monitor the many issues affecting real estate practitioners and are focused on 
getting ahead of the curve in an industry that is changing rapidly.  We need your help identifying 
the trends and issues, so please feel free to e-mail me your thoughts. 

In closing, thanks to Wallace Bonner for putting together this newsletter. 

Rob Brannen, Rbrannen@bouhan.com 

2014-15 Chair of the Real Property Law Section.  

 

Comments from the Chair 

 

Vice-Chair, Monica Gilroy and I had an exciting start to the year with the swearing in of Patrice 
Perkins Hooker, a past Section Chair, as President of the State Bar at Amelia Island in June.  
Patrise has spearheaded the aggressive pursuit of UPL violators by the Bar’s UPL committee.   

We also congratulate Jeff Schneider, immediate past Chair of the Section, on his appointment to 
the Formal Advisory Opinion Board, which Jeff will be chairing this year.  

After a productive Executive Committee Retreat in September, the Section received news that 
the Supreme Court of Georgia approved the Formal Advisory Opinion on witness only closings.   
Thanks go to the many Section Members who have worked on this project, including our Ethics 
Committee led by Phil Wilkins.  This opinion represents many years of work, but the work of 
educating all members of the State Bar and the public regarding this opinion is just beginning.  
Jonathan Hunt, Chair of our Education Committee will be leading this effort. 

Also in September, Joyce Harper, Chair of the Title Standards Committee organized the Title 
Standards Seminar, which was a tremendous success.  Thanks to Joyce for her efforts. 

Upcoming initiatives by Ed Hudson and Gayle Camp of our Legislative Committee, include 
pursuit of legislation creating a private cause of action for violations of the Unauthorized 
Practice of Law statute, and legislation providing an indexing system for water liens.   

We have created a new Commercial Practice Committee headed by Chuck Waters that is looking 
at the effect of the Formal Advisory Opinion on the disbursement of escrow funds in commercial 
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transactions, and ways that we can better address issues affecting commercial practitioners.   The 
Commercial Seminar will be November 5 at State Bar Headquarters, followed by our 
Scholarship Banquet at which we award scholarships to promising law students interested in real 
estate law.  Chad Henderson does a wonderful job chairing our Scholarship Committee.  

Our litigation committee lead by Matt Mashburn continues to monitor cases affecting real estate 
practitioners, and our residential committee led by Triece Ziblut is focusing on the ALTA Best 
Practices that residential practitioners will soon be required to implement.   Look for the 
Residential Seminar in February.  

Our new and improved website will soon be on-line and available to all members with improved 
access and indexing to the information that you need for your practice.  Thanks to Chad 
Henderson and Brad Hutchins for leading this effort. 

In the midst of all this activity, we are trying to monitor the many issues affecting real estate 
practitioners and are focused on getting ahead of the curve in an industry that is changing 
rapidly.  We need your help identifying the trends and issues, so please feel free to e-mail me 
your thoughts. 

In closing, thanks to Triece Ziblut and Wallace Bonner for putting together this newsletter. 

 

Rob Brannen, Rbrannen@bouhan.com 

Chair of the Real Property Law Section.  
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125 East Trinity Place, Suite 308, Decatur, Georgia  30030 

404-601-4125 
www.myerlawatlanta.com

May 15, 2015 

  mmyer@myerlawatlanta.com 

via email derricks@gabar.org 

Patrice Perkins-Hooker, Esq. 
President 
State Bar of Georgia 
104 Marietta St. NW 
Suite 100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Re: Annual Report of Technology Law Section 

Dear Ms. Perkins-Hooker: 

 The Technology Law Section had a busy and productive 2014-15 year.  Our activities 
included the following: 

 The 29th Annual Technology Law Institute was held on October 24, 2014.  This full-day 
seminar was simulcast at the two satellite Bar offices and offered informative and engaging 
speakers.  Approximately 150 attorneys attended. 

 We hosted one-hour CLE seminars on January 27, 2015 and April 20, 2015.  Nearly eighty 
attorneys pre-registered for the January 27 event, providing the largest turnout in recent 
memory for a one-hour CLE seminar offered by the Section. 

 We hosted a social in December at Sweetwater Brewing Company, with approximately 25 
registered. 

 The one-hour CLE seminars and the Sweetwater social event were offered to Section 
members and law students free of charge, to enable those members who are on tighter 
budgets to participate in our activities.   
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 We expanded our outreach to Georgia law schools, forming a committee of law students 
and inviting a law student committee representative to serve as a non-voting member of 
the Section’s Executive Committee.  We also offered scholarships to a limited number of 
law students who wished to attend the Technology Law Institute.    

 We updated the Section’s description on the Bar’s website for the first time in several years, 
to more accurately describe what our Section does, so that prospective Section members 
can make an informed decision about joining. 

 We launched a new website. 

 We maintained our commitment to pro bono, with a particular focus on the needs of people 
working in technology-related fields.  To that end, we donated funds to Georgia Lawyers 
for the Arts for use with the AIA Pro Bono Project (assisting under-resourced inventors 
with patent applications) and Georgia Legal Services Program, while continuing to 
maintain relationships with Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta and TechBridge. 

 I instituted periodic “Emails from the Chair” to maintain communications with Section 
members throughout the year.   

 We signed on as a sponsor of the opening night festivities for the upcoming Annual 
Meeting of the Bar. 

This year has been a productive one for the Section and a rewarding one for me as its Chair. 

Very truly yours, 

Mari L. Myer 
Chair, Technology Law Section 

MLM/




